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First Gen attributable
RNI rises to P10B

FIRST Gen Corporation concluded the first nine months of
2021 with an 11% improvement
to P10.3 billion ($212 million)
in recurring net income attributable to equity holders from the
operations of its 3,495-megawatt (MW) clean, low-carbon
and renewable portfolio.
The company benefited from
higher electricity sales, led by
the 97-MW Avion natural
gas-fired power plant. This was
supplemented by lower interest expenses and taxes due to
the CREATE law. First Gen
had P9.6 billion ($190 million)
in recurring earnings from the
same period in 2020.
“Our clean and renewable energy platforms generated higher
revenues for the nine months
of 2021 as power demand recovered to pre-pandemic levels.
Revenue growth also reflected
the higher fuel commodity
prices experienced all over the
world,” First Gen president and
COO Giles Puno said.
He added: “We likewise
witnessed our gas-fired plants
increasingly running on liquid
fuel due to gas supply restrictions from the Malampaya
field. We expect to address this
volatility and uncertainty once

our LNG [liquefied natural
gas] import terminal operates
in the last quarter of next year.”
20% increase for natgas
The natural gas platform delivered a 20% increase in recurring earnings for 9M21 to P7.9
billion ($163 million) from
P6.8 billion ($135 million) in
9M20.
The 1,000-MW Santa Rita
and the 500-MW San Lorenzo
reaped the benefits of lower income tax rates under the CREATE law; these were partially
offset by higher taxes paid by
San Gabriel as its income tax
holiday expired in March 2020.
From an attributable net income to parent of P6.9 billion
($137 million) in the first three
quarters of 2020, the gas platform increased to P7.7 billion
($159 million) for the past nine
months of 2021.
Little change
Energy Development Corporation (EDC) contributed recurring attributable earnings from
its geothermal, wind and solar
platform amounting to P3.0 billion ($62 million), 6% lower than
its recurring income last year of
P3.3 billion ($66 million).
The
renewable
energy
company’s attributable net

income to parent of P3.4 billion ($70 million) for the first
nine months of 2021 was little
changed from the same period
in 2020 due to the collection of
insurance claims in 2021.
Higher hydro
The hydro platform’s recurring earnings contribution grew
to P0.3 billion ($6 million) for
9M21. The 132.8-MW Pantabangan-Masiway power plants
generated higher revenues as
the commencement of its contract with Meralco was augmented by merchant sales. The
platform’s attributable earnings
in 9M21 were likewise higher
at P0.3 billion ($6 million)
from P0.2 billion ($3 million)
in the same period last year.
First Gen’s consolidated revenues from the sale of electricity
in 9M21 were higher at P78.1
billion ($1,606 million), an 18%
positive change of P9.6 billion
($243 million) from P68.6 billion ($1,363 million) in the first
three quarters of 2020.
The natural gas portfolio accounted for 59% of First Gen’s
total consolidated revenues in
9M21. EDC’s geothermal, wind
and solar revenues accounted
for 35%, while the hydro plants
accounted for 4%.

PEMC hails EBWPC for
exemplary compliance practices
By Frances Ariola

ENERGY Development Corporation (EDC) was recognized
for its EDC Burgos Wind
Power Corporation’s (EBWPC)
exemplary compliance at the recent Wholesale Electricity Spot
Market (WESM) Compliance
Officers (WCO) Summit 2021.
The 150-megawatt renewable
energy power producer ranked
second in the wind category.

Organized by Philippine
Electricity Market Corporation, WESM’s governing body,
the WCO Summit recognizes
the efforts of power generating companies to attain high
compliance scores with set spot
market rules while working on
their respective commitments
to offer to the market their
maximum available capacity

EDC Burgos Wind Power Corporation ranked
second in the Wind Resource Type category

through forecast accuracy and
real-time dispatch.
“We are grateful for this recognition of our team’s efforts to
attain a high level of compliance,” said Andy Durog, head
of EBWPC. “Wind and solar
will play an important role in
decarbonizing the country. As
we continue to strongly advocate
for the shift to clean, renewable
energy, we reaffirm our commitment to efficiency, transparency
and open access to the market.”
Occupying a 680-hectare site
covering three barangays in Ilocos Norte, EBWPC is the country’s largest wind power facility.
The wind farm generates approximately 370 gigawatt-hours
of electricity a year, which is used
to power more than two million
households in the Philippines. It
offsets approximately 200,000
tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions annually.

BIZ NEWS

Forbes names Rina Lopez as one
of Asia’s Heroes of Philanthropy

KCFI president Rina Lopez
THE challenges may have been
daunting this 2021, but a few
personalities have emerged from
this global pandemic to heed the
call to serve their people.
One of them is Knowledge Channel Foundation Inc.
(KCFI) president and executive
director Rina Lopez, who was
recognized as one of Forbes
Asia’s 2021 Heroes of Philanthropy. Along with 14 other
entrepreneurs and business
tycoons, Lopez proved that
something can be done to ad-

dress the global learning crisis
using media and technology.
“Having cofounded the KCFI
22 years ago has opened my eyes
and my heart to the plight of disadvantaged Filipinos. Improving
the education of Filipino children
to provide them with opportunities for a better life has become my
passion,” said Lopez. “I started off
as a reluctant leader but later realized the legacy of my family in
philanthropy and the social capital I was blessed to have. These
and many experiences led me to

deepen the commitment I have
for the work I do in the world.”
Selected alongside Lopez in
the Asia-Pacific Region were
Joseph Tsai of Alibaba and Clara
Wu Tsai of The Joe and Clara
Tsai Foundation; Phamnhat
Vuong of Vingroup; Lin ChenHai of Pau Jar Group; Teresita
Sy-Coson of SM Investments
Corporation; Anil Agarwal of
Vedanta Resources; Takemitsu
Takizaki of Keyence; Michael
Kim of MBK Partners; Jeffrey
Cheah of Sunway Group; Azim
Premji of Wipro; Wee Weiling
of Pan Pacific Hotels Groups;
Ronnie Chan of Hang Lung
Group and Gerard Chan of
Morningside Group; Cho Takwong of Fuyao Glass Industry
Group; Mike Cannon-Brookes
of Atlassian; and Kim Jung-Ju
of Nexon.
Former Lopez Group chairman emeritus Oscar M. Lopez,
Rina Lopez’s father, was included
in the inaugural Forbes Asia Heroes of Philanthropy list in 2008.

First Gen obtains P2.8-B loan for Avion
FIRST
Gen
Corporation,
through its wholly owned subsidiary Prime Meridian Powergen
Corporation (PMPC), has signed
a total of P2.8 billion three-year
term loan facilities with Bank of
the Philippine Islands and ING
Bank N.V. Manila Branch.
The proceeds from the loans
will be primarily used to fund the
general and corporate working
capital requirements of PMPC,
which owns and operates the
97-megawatt (MW) Avion

dual-fired open-cycle gas turbine
power plant.
Giles Puno, president and
COO of First Gen, said: “This is
the first term loan of PMPC and
it is reflective of the Avion power
plant’s strong and stable cash
flows since starting operations
in 2016. The combined debt facilities totaling P2.8 billion is a
testimony to the strong support
and continuing confidence of
our lenders in First Gen’s natural
gas business. First Gen pioneered

this business about 24 years ago
and it has since reached even
greater heights. The natural gas
platform now stands at 2,017
MW and we are working hard to
deliver the country’s first interim
offshore LNG terminal project
as well as additional natural gasfired power plants. Today, we are
honored and grateful that our
lenders continue to be supportive
of our endeavors to deliver clean
and cost-efficient power to Filipinos.”

BIZ NEWS
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promos & offers

Add sizzle to Christmas at home
with SKY Fiber
This Christmas, SKY Fiber
can help you connect with
your loved ones better and
elevate your bonding experience. Here are three ways
families can enjoy a SKY Fiber subscription during the
holidays:
Join virtual parties with
SKY Fiber’s seamless internet connection. It is
essential for homes to have
a reliable internet connection, especially since
many get-togethers will
be conducted online. The
SKY Fiber Unli Broadband plans with speeds of
40 Mbps (P1,499/month),
80 Mbps (P1,999/month)
and 120 Mbps (P2,499/
month) are affordable options that can support video-calling needs, including livestreaming movies
and playing virtual games
together. Moreover, SKY
Fiber’s Super Speed plans
come with a WiFi mesh
unit, so family members
anywhere in the house can
stay connected to their
virtual parties at the same
time.

Play
holiday-themed
games via SKY Fiber Freemiums. Families at home
for the holidays can bond
together playing multiplayer games on their free
AirConsole Hero access
from SKY Fiber Freemiums. SKY Fiber subscribers have access to over 180
premium games until April
7, 2022.
Have a merry karaoke
night on SKY Evo. In anticipation of the holiday
break, households can have
their entertainment setup
ready when they subscribe to
SKY Fiber’s Unli Broadband
+ HD Cable TV plans for
30 Mbps (P1,599/month),
60 Mbps (P1,999/month) or
120 Mbps (P2,999/month).
These plans include a SKY
Evo digibox which allows
users to connect their television screens to apps for
streaming shows and music,
including one where they
can sing along for a karaoke
party.
For a #FiberFastHoliday
at home, check out mysky.
com.ph/skyfiber.

and fill up the application form.
A SKYBIZ representative will
get in touch and guide you
through all the requirements.
SKYBIZ offers true fiber internet connection, personalized
account management and 24/7
technical support. Successful
applications for Fiber Direct
and Fiber Connect get 50% off
for the first three months.

By Carla Paras-Sison

Lopez Holdings chairman emeritus Manuel M. Lopez
TEN employees from four
companies were recognized at
the 2021 Lopez Service Awards
held online on Dec. 14, 2021.
Awarded by each company
for their corresponding years
of service were the following:
Lopez Inc.’s Marifi Hernandez
(25), Marson Gaguis (25) and
Larry Ibalio (5); Lopez Holdings Corporation’s Maria Amina Amado (15), Marlon Fajardo (15), Norma Garife (15) and
Miguel L. Lopez (10); Eugenio
Lopez Foundation Inc.’s Mark
Cel Manalili (15) and Ricardo
Calizon (5); and Lopez Group
Foundation Inc.’s Leny Reyes
(5).
Commenting on the event’s
theme, “For a Better New Normal through Business Excellence and Unity,” Lopez Holdings chairman emeritus Manuel

M. Lopez said: “Part of the better normal is really being ready
for anything, including all COVID variants. Even as you work
from your homes, you must be
aware of the risks to your health
and safety, and act accordingly.”
He also encouraged everyone to
“stay in the pink of health.”
Expressing the common
sentiment of her fellow awardees, Garife thanked the Lopez
family for the “opportunity
and trust” given to employees.
“Kayo ang bumuo ng pagkatao
ko, kung anuman ang meron
ako at ang buong pamilya ko
ngayon, galing po iyon sa inyo.
Ipagdarasal ko na biyayaan kayo
ng mahabang buhay, mailayo sa
karamdaman at laging magkaroon ng masaganang buhay.”
Garife has been with the Lopez Group since 1986, first with

Lopez Holdings chairman and Lopez Inc. president Federico R. Lopez

15-year awardee Norma Garife of Lopez Holdings
Lopez Inc., and then moved to
Lopez Holdings in 2005.
Lopez Holdings chairman
and Lopez Inc. president Federico R. Lopez closed the ceremony by reminding everyone
to pay heed to the climate crisis
that has led to more frequent

extreme weather events in recent
years. He said the mission to
“forge collaborative pathways for
a decarbonized and regenerative
future” should be adopted by all
Lopez Group companies as their
firm commitment toward a “resilient, socially inclusive planet.”

By Joel Gaborni

SKYcable jazzes up HD plans with
top channels

Bo Sanchez. Sanchez is a microentrepreneur who believes
that one of the most important solutions to the country’s
economic problems is growing
more microentrepreneurs.
Just a QR code away
SKYBIZ has also made it
easy and convenient to apply for
a SKYBIZ account. Just scan
the QR code with your phone

10 feted at virtual Lopez Service Awards

Pi Energy, Climargy forge energy efficiency partnership

Embrace growth, make success happen with SKYBIZ
AS more businesses become
home businesses, and money has
turned into digital currency, it’s
important to grow with a reliable
business partner like SKYBIZ.
Aside from its reliable service,
approachable team members and
customized business packages,
SKYBIZ extends its expertise
to its clients with programs that
can help budding entrepreneurs
become more productive and
successful in their endeavors.
‘Grow Together’ webinars
As part of its “Grow Together” campaign, SKYBIZ
partners with industry experts
to share their expertise and secrets to successfully grow businesses. The first webinar, “How
to Grow and Multiply Your
Wealth,” was held on Nov. 25
and featured author and entrepreneur motivational speaker



SKYcable has added more
top-rating channels to its
new HD plans. Fans can
have a front-row seat to
sporting events with the
addition of Korea’s leading
sports channels SPOTV and
SPOTV2, and the home of
the world’s big-time tournaments, Premier Sports,
to the programming roster.
SKYcable also brings more
sought-after films with
TAP Movies and TAPAc-

tion Flix. And, bond with
your kids while watching
DreamWorks. Elevate your
all-around
entertainment
with these channels in crisp
high definition, now available on selected SKYcable
plans. Subscribe to any SKYcable or SKY Fiber with HD
Cable TV plan for as low as
P500 per month! Just visit
mysky.com.ph or text SKY
<space> APPLY <space>
<NAME> to 23662.

PI Energy has forged a landmark partnership with specialist investment and development
company Climargy Inc. to develop for business establishments
energy efficiency and conservation (EE&C) projects, designed
to remove massive amounts of
excess, heat-trapping carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and
help businesses save on cost.
Pi Energy chairman Federico
R. Lopez (FRL) and Climargy
president Alexander Ablaza
held on Dec. 9, 2021 a ceremonial signing of their partnership
agreement—a rare contract in
Southeast Asia between two energy developers that focuses specifically on developing EE&C
solutions mainly for commercial
and industrial (C&I) companies.
FRL welcomed the partnership between Pi Energy and
Climargy. He said: “Energy ef-

ficiency is the low-hanging fruit
for decarbonization efforts and
should be viewed as the first fuel
that any economy must grant
‘priority dispatch’ before it optimizes traditional fossil fuels and
renewable energy sources. It’s
the least-cost option and fastest
means to increase available energy capacities and abate greenhouse gas emissions.
Trailblazing
“Energy efficiency is fairly
new in the region so this partnership will be trailblazing in the
support and financing of energy
conservation. Once in full play, it
brings us closer to that reimagined and redesigned world that
we often speak of with all the
attendant benefits to businesses,
consumers, energy producers, the
economy and the environment.”
Ablaza, for his part, highlighted the importance of what

he described as Climargy’s
“unique partnership” with Pi
Energy. According to him, the
EE&C partnership “is a first
in Asia, if not in all emerging
markets around the globe.
“It is still quite rare that
energy developers team up to
execute a business partnership
dedicated to EE&C project
assets across multiple ESCOs
[energy service companies] and
multiple end-users.
“In partnership with the Lopez
Group, Climargy knows that we
are rolling out a game changer for
EE&C markets,” Ablaza added.
EE&C portfolio
Under the partnership agreement, Pi Energy and Climargy
will jointly develop a portfolio
of EE&C projects aimed at reducing electricity usage of client
companies by 1 terawatt-hour,
worth P7.5 billion in power cost

Follow us @lopezlinkph on Twitter and Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/lopezlinkonline

savings, through year 2040.
Pi Energy’s strategic partnership with Climargy also
provides a wider platform to
support the Lopez Group’s new
mission of forging collaborative
pathways for a decarbonized
and regenerative future.
Pi Energy specializes in developing and delivering for its customers sustainable and energyefficient energy systems and data
solutions that include renewable
and distributed energy systems.
It is a subsidiary of First Philippine Holdings Corporation.
Climargy delivers fully funded,
off-balance-sheet infrastructure
projects to reduce energy consumption and optimize energy
bills through energy efficiency
upgrades, retrofits and other energy efficiency measures being
implemented under shared savings performance contracts.



A blessed Christmas to all!

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES
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Comptrollers’ Circle leads the way to ‘next normal’
By Carla Paras-Sison
MORE than 200 professionals
across the Lopez Group joined
the 2021 accounting and tax
updates and general assembly
organized by the Comptrollers’
Circle on Dec. 2, 2021.
With program and speakers provided by SGV & Co.,
Inc., the virtual webinar
walked participants through a

The Comptrollers’ Circle core team, from top left to right: Lanie Caimol (Lopez Holdings), Dory Tirona (Lopez Holdings),
Jingle Hernandez (Lopez Inc.), Mina Ubaña (First Gen), Jei-Jei Gertes (Third Generation Holdings Corporation) and Ellen
Almodiel (Rockwell)

range of “next normal” topics
to equip them with necessary
knowledge for the evolving
workplace.
SGV partner Carlo Kristle
Dimarucut discussed the results of the latest EY Global
Information Security Survey
that uncovered the key challenges faced by chief information security officers (CISOs)
globally. The pandemic saw a
significant rise in cyberattacks
and the emergence of new
vulnerabilities that threaten
business as usual. CISOs must
now act as enablers of growth
by educating their boards and
organizations.
Dimarucut also discussed
integrated governance and risk
compliance (GRC), presenting
a template for combining risks,
issues and metrics in a single
system. He recommended a
phased approach toward integrated GRC to ensure tools are
appropriate to meet set objectives.
Updates on AML landscape
SGV partner Veronica
Arce Balisi gave an introduction to money laundering
and terrorist and proliferation
financing, as well as updates
on the country’s AML/CTPF
(Anti-Money
Laundering
and Counter-Terrorism and
Proliferation of Weapons of
Mass Destruction Financing)
regulatory landscape. The real
estate sector is now included
in the DNFBPs (Designated
Non-Financial Businesses and
Professions) covered by the
Anti-Money Laundering Act.

Real estate developers and real
estate brokers are required by
law to report single cash transactions involving an amount
in excess of P7.5 million or its
equivalent in any other currency.
SGV partner Ma. Emilita
Villanueva presented sections
of Philippine Accounting
Standards (PAS), as well as
exercises to ensure understanding, in particular, of how
to classify debt with covenants
as either current or noncurrent. She reviewed the fourstep materiality process in
relation to accounting policy
disclosures and the definition
of accounting estimates as
covered by amendments that
will become effective on or
after Jan. 1, 2023.
SGV associate principal
Lisa Marie Escaler recommended practical steps to support employee well-being in
a hybrid workplace, based on
the similar results of several
workforce surveys conducted
during the pandemic. She
discussed trends that describe
the next normal in human
resource management, such as
increased technology adoption,
adjustments in compensation
and benefits, managing culture
and virtual learning, remote
recruitment and the rise of the
gig economy.
SGV
partner
Arlyn
Sarmiento-Sy
presented
tax updates, including the
streamlining of documentary
requirements for VAT (valueadded tax) refund claims and
the implementing rules and
regulations of the CREATE
(Corporate Recovery and Tax
Incentives for Enterprises) law.
She also discussed recent issuances of the Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR), including the
procedure for the conduct
of online meetings or virtual
conferences with BIR personnel and the proper modes of
service for an eLA (Electronic
Letter of Authority). In addition, she presented a tax
assessment flowchart which
showed the general steps in a
BIR audit.
CREATE provisions
SGV partner Frances Rose
Villamayor focused on provisions of the CREATE law
applicable to particular Lopez
Group member companies,
such as First Gen Corporation and First Philippine
Industrial Park; updates on
withholding taxes and on the
e-invoicing project of the BIR;

and other matters such as the
use of electronic signatures
on certain BIR forms and
certificates, and amendments
to the documents required for
submission in relation to the
RPT (related party transactions) form.
SGV partner Benjamin
Villacorte talked about creating long-term value with
sustainability practices and reporting on them. He presented
the results of a review done by
SGV on sustainability reports
(SRs) submitted by publicly
listed companies in 2019. He
said the IFRS (International
Financial Reporting Standards) has come out with its
own draft SR standards, consolidating existing global SR
frameworks. IFRS standards
will require companies to
provide material information
related to significant sustainability matters that are relevant
to investors’ decision-making.
The draft standards are set for
public consultation in the first
quarter of 2022.
Villacorte recommended
for local companies to begin
connecting nonfinancial and
financial information to address the apparent disconnection between ESG (environmental, social and governance)
reporting and mainstream
financial information. He
said the discipline in financial
reporting must be applied to
ESG processes and controls,
which will then lead to more
robust ESG-related financial
disclosures.
In closing, SGV partner
Editha Estacio reminded
the group of their respective
companies’ preparation for the
year-end audit and support for
a smooth closing and finalization of 2021 audited financial
statements.
The Comptrollers’ Circle is
a business excellence initiative
that has continually improved
the Lopez Group’s management information systems
since 1999. The current team
is headed by Lopez Holdings Corporation president,
chief operating officer and
chief financial officer Salvador Tirona. Core members
are Milani Caimol of Lopez
Holdings, Jingle Hernandez of
Lopez Inc., Carmina Ubaña of
First Gen Corporation, Ellen
Almodiel of Rockwell Land
Corporation and Jei-jei Gertes
of Third Generation Holdings
Corporation, who emceed the
event.

Making
Christmas
memorable

THE holiday season is often the time we set aside for
reunions, vacation time, possibly some travel, and a host
of traditions we have become
accustomed to over the years.
The week between Christmas and New Year has been
especially important to me
because my wedding anniversary falls within this very special week. I have indeed been
so fortunate to have spent the
last 65 years with a strong,
devoted and most patient life
partner in the person of my
wife, Connie.
All these years, we have
tried to keep the family close
together, no matter how many
members were added, how far
the children or grandchildren
studied, or how much masking and physical distancing
we must do to protect the
elderly.
Year after year we were
filled with pride as our children came into their own,
found their own paths and
took their unique place in the
sun. And year after year we
were filled with joy seeing our
grandchildren first as wailing babies, and then having
inquisitive young minds, and
then performing song-anddance and even magic routines, and then also making
their own parents proud with
what they have gone on to do
with their lives.

Today, we are greatgrandparents and feel ever so
blessed to still be able to witness the family’s unity, undiminished despite adapting to
an increasingly virtual world.
The love of family and
friends, expressed in an infinite number of ways, is what
makes Christmas memorable.
You can make it so for others as well. Express your love
with a simple call, perhaps a
video call. Make a donation for
your loved one or plant a tree.
Be imaginative, be demonstrative. You can make Christmas
memorable for those you love.
A blessed Christmas and a
prosperous New Year to all!
OSCAR M. LOPEZ

A time of cheer
IT seems that our country has
joined the rest of the world in
recovering ground lost to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
economy is cautiously restarting, as evidenced by increased
electricity demand and, of
course, the return of traffic
jams in Metro Manila.
This is a welcome development for everyone, especially
for our countrymen whose
sources of livelihood were
adversely affected by the stringent lockdowns. But we must
remember that to get to this
point, we have had to do a lot
of things, including getting
vaccinated.
I thank the FPH/First
Gen Group and the ABSCBN Group for adopting an
enterprise-wide vaccination
program to ensure that all our
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Lopez Group kapamilya and
their dependents, as well as
partners, contractors and suppliers of services, are protected
against this particular coronavirus that has claimed the lives
of millions around the world.
There remains much to
be done. We have to continue observing health and
safety protocols as the risk of
transmission rises with more
people going out of their
homes. Malls, cinemas and
restaurants that are open are
all enforcing universal masking and physical distancing to
prevent a spike in cases. Let us
stay vigilant and be aware of
the ways by which we can effectively stop ourselves and our
families from getting infected
or from infecting others.
Christmas is a time of
cheer and we are all aching to
reunite with our loved ones
who have stayed on Zoom or
Skype out of love for us. The
important thing is to stay fit
and healthy so that we can
overcome any physical and
medical challenges that may
come our way.
We should also pray for
one another and for our fellow
Filipinos, especially those who
have had to face enormous
difficulties in the last year. Do
you know that there are so
many young people who have
not been able to study because
of lack of access to the internet
or to a working computer or
gadget needed for online lessons?
Let us continue to reach
out to them through programs
run by reputable foundations
like PAAFI (Phil-Asia Assis-

tance Foundation Inc.), which
happens to be chaired by my
better half, Mrs. Maritess
Lopez. There are also ABSCBN Foundation, Knowledge
Channel and LGFI (Lopez
Group Foundation Inc.),
among others, which are trying to sustain programs for
our youth.
Reaching out will bring
cheer not only to these students, but also to our homes,
as we teach our children and
grandchildren the value of
social justice concretely expressed in solidarity and fraternity with those in need.
In behalf of Maritess, our
children and grandchildren,
I wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
Stay safe and in the PINK
of health. MABUHAY, MGA
KAPAMILYA!
AMB. MANUEL
M. LOPEZ

Prosperity for all
CLOSE to two years today
and we’re still living through
a global pandemic that has severely impacted our daily lives
and all the world’s economies.
The effects were both instant
and devastating, and highlighted our interconnectedness
in ways that means we all sink
or swim as one human race.
The development and rollout of vaccines has given us
hope for an eventual return
to normalcy even as we battle
the uncertainty of the virus’
new variants. In the middle of
2021, we started our own “path

to recovery” with the vaccination rollout for our employees
and their households, and also
to our contractors. We have
also donated vaccines to our
26 host communities and to
the Department of Transportation in support of the
government’s target to achieve
herd immunity.
However, gathering force
and momentum as we speak
is this even greater emergency
called the climate crisis. The
latest news images of record
heat waves, drought, wildfires
in North America and Australia, record flooding in the
Eastern US, Western Europe
and Central China have all
been terrifying precursors to
the UN IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) issued
last August. This latest report,
produced by 200 scientists
with thousands of volunteers
from 66 countries, has UN
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres warning that this is
a code red for humanity. It’s
undeniable that our planet’s
climate is changing, primarily from human-caused emissions of fossil fuels, and it’s
changing faster and more
dangerously than we thought
just a few years ago. Once the
full effects of the climate crisis
are upon us, there will be no
vaccine and herd immunity to
look forward to, “just the relentless pounding of the herd,”
as Thomas Friedman of the
New York Times describes it.
COP26 Glasgow has just
concluded and the general
feeling was that the conference overdelivered given the
political headwinds, but un-

derdelivered in relation to
what the science still demands
of us. Now remember that
at Paris COP21 in 2015 the
world applauded soft agreements that pledged actions
toward a 2.0 degrees Celsius
global warming target. Hardly
any of those pledges are being
met today, which still puts the
world on course for a planet
that’s 3-4 degrees Celsius
warmer by the end of the century. Clearly, catastrophic and
uninhabitable. However, even
the 2.0 degrees Celsius target
applauded in Paris will change
our planet beyond recognition:
close to 99% of coral reefs will
disappear, and extreme heat
and 1-in-100-years flooding
events will become regular occurrences, existentially threatening all coastal cities.
So what does keeping to
1.5 degrees Celsius really
mean? The science tells us we
have anywhere from 300-400
gigatons of greenhouse gases
left to emit before we exceed
that number. Since the world
currently emits 51 gigatons of
greenhouse gases each year, we
have anywhere from 6-8 years
remaining before we lose any
chances of hitting that goal of
1.5 degrees Celsius and will
be left with having to contend
with a harsher 2.0 degrees
Celsius world or worse. The
latest UN IPCC AR6 makes
this very clear: the window for
limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius is closing fast.
All that may sound terrifying, but just last December
2020 came a sliver of good
Turn to page 11
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ALWAYS...
from page 1

BUILDINGS contoured by
lights that sparkle amidst a
sea of skyscrapers, towering
Christmas trees, ceilings and
hallways adorned with festive
details and thrilling yuletide festivities—it’s always a
Rockwell Christmas as the
mall seeks to deliver more
meaningful experiences this
year.
The elegant, creative decorations are what customers look
forward to each year as Rockwell
is known for pulling out all the
stops in creating a welcoming
atmosphere at Christmastime.
And this year, as the metro
celebrates its second Christmas
in lockdown, Rockwell decided
to go for something new yet
familiar.
“We wanted to have the
autumn feel as the focal point,
which is different from what
we’ve been doing the past
years,” says architect Jacko Zialcita, Rockwell Land Corporation assistant vice president for
design and planning. “To better
showcase the theme, we made
use of the off-white facade of
the mall columns as the background, making it brighter and
lighter.”
Light and bright
Light and bright might
also describe the team’s spirits
during the planning sessions,
with Rockwell employees being
100% fully vaccinated and the
country’s COVID cases on a
steady downward trend in the

past weeks. There is more activity, and malls and restaurants
are being allowed more business compared to the gloomy
year before. In Rockwell’s case,
it is now able to continue more
of the customs that make up a
Rockwell Christmas.
“Rockwell always ensures
that it creates a warm and welcoming atmosphere at Christmastime. Lighting up the city
skyline with bright dura lights
and the festive mall décor have
been traditions the community
enjoys, from residents to mall
patrons,” the Rockwell team
notes.
The Rockwell Christmas
trees are always among the
prettiest and most photographed in the metro, and this
year’s creations have expectedly
attracted (physical-distancing)
shoppers. In all, it took 54 service providers a total of six days
to meticulously dress up three
Power Plant Mall trees—the
seven-meter-tall tree at the R1
Expansion near Starbucks, the
12-meter-tall tree at the North
Court near Marks & Spencer,
and the 17-meter behemoth
at the P1 Level near Shawa
Wama.
It’s not only the gigantic
Christmas trees and the cute
animal display that are back for
Christmas at Power Plant Mall
as another Rockwell staple
makes its return this year.
The raffle returns
“As part of our efforts to
deliver a Rockwell Christmas
experience, we’re bringing back
a tradition that everyone has
been missing—the annual car

The raffle goes digital for a more convenient experience
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raffle—but with an interesting
twist as redemption is done
digitally for a safer and more
convenient experience,” the
team explains.
The cars made their last
pre-pandemic appearance in
2019 when Rockwell gave away
an Audi A4 or Audi Q2 in the
regular raffle and an Audi Q5 in
a special draw for shoppers with
a spend of at least P500,000.
Customers’ receipts come
with a code that they only need
to type into their Rockwellist
mobile app. The corresponding
raffle entries and rewards points
will then be reflected in their
account in real time.
Shoppers will have the
chance to win the grand prize,
a Land Rover Defender 110
(Explorer Pack), and become
an Elite VIP. They will get to
enjoy discounts and gifts from
Rockwell and its establishments
as they earn points on the app.
An accumulated P500,000 in
purchases from Nov. 5, 2021 to
Jan. 31, 2022 will give shoppers
5,000 rewards points.
Those who are leery about
going out and would rather
shop from home or even customers who are traveling during the holidays will still get to
join the raffle via Rockwell On
Demand, Rockwell’s buying assistance service.
Holiday merchandise
For shoppers still with
names to check off their Christmas list, there’s Rockwell’s
newest holiday merchandise
on shop.TheRockwellist.com.
The collection is composed of
customized insulated tumblers

in partnership with Klean
Kanteen, exclusive Rockwellistscented candles and diffusers
made by Scentsmith Perfumery,
Christmas confections specially
concocted by CMV Txokolat,
and a special limited-edition
tote.
To enhance the Christmas
spirit, Rockwell Goes Streetside, an all-day alfresco dining
destination on Lopez Drive
and Plaza Drive, put up weekend holiday fairs in partnership
with ArteFino, Spectrum and
The Tasting Club that carry
locally crafted apparel, accessories, home items and charcuterie sets—perfect presents for
friends and family.
The same pleasurable dining
experience extends to Rockwell’s Greater Retail properties.
The Rockwell communities
in these areas can safely enjoy
their Christmas meals amidst
lush scenery and picturesque
surroundings.
Dining with a view
Rockwell’s lifestyle destination up north, Arton Strip,
offers outdoor dining with a
view featuring crowd-favorite
dishes from Conti’s Bakeshop
& Restaurant, authentic Italian
cuisine from Sicilian Roast and
everyday staples from Starbucks.
Perfect for the Christmas season, the Rockwell community
in Katipunan, Quezon City can
safely spend their holiday meals
with live music.
The Grove Retail Row in
Pasig has just wrapped up its
Holiday Market where local
brands such as Pinkie’s Farm,
Amaani, Plural and Co, and
more served up appetizing eats
and handcrafted novelties. Here,
customers capped their hunt for
stocking stuffers with a sumptuous meal in a festive atmosphere.
Not to be left out of the
fun are Santolan Town Plaza
patrons, who can shop and dine
in style as they are entitled to
a free limited-edition leather
and canvas Rockwellist tote bag
when they spend P50,000 in a
single transaction or accumulated purchases from Nov. 19,
2021 to Jan. 31, 2022.
As the country strives to
make its way back from the
ravages of the COVID-19 pandemic, the team acknowledges
the Lopez Group for being its
unstinting advocate.
“The Lopez Group has always been part of the Rockwell
community and has always
supported our campaigns.
We’re very grateful and we look
forward to more initiatives
with them that will help bring
hope and joy to residents and
customers alike,” the Rockwell
team says.

The animal display at Power Plant Mall

The tree at the R1 Expansion

Alfresco dining at Arton Strip in Quezon City

Rockwell Goes Streetside on Lopez
Drive in Rockwell Center



Get Rockwellist-themed merch for yourself and your loved ones at shop.TheRockwellist.com. The lineup
includes (clockwise from top) insulated tumblers from Klean Kanteen, exclusive Rockwellist-scented
candles and diffusers from Scentsmith Perfumery, a limited-edition leather and canvas tote, and
Christmas confections from CMV Txokolat

At 17 meters, the Christmas tree at the P1 Level is
the tallest among the Power Plant Mall trees

The car raffle returns for
Christmas 2021 with a
heavyweight—a Land
Rover Defender 110
(Explorer Pack)
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EDC, AFI renew pact on Bantay Team Ingenuineers bags special prize
Baterya, Bantay Langis projects First Gen names 8 top

CORPORATE SUSTAINABILITY
By Rina Lopez

By Dianne Datu

EDC VP Gina Pascual (lower left) and AFI managing director Berta Lopez-Feliciano (upper left) lead the signing
ceremonies for EDC’s commitment to continue donating its used batteries and oils
ENERGY Development Corporation (EDC) marked its 11year partnership with ABS-CBN
Foundation Inc. (AFI) through a
virtual memorandum of agreement signing ceremony in support of the latter’s Bantay Baterya
and Bantay Langis projects.
These projects reprocess used
oils and junk lead-acid batteries
in collaboration with Genetron
International Marketing and
Oriental & Motolite Marketing Corporation (OMMC).
Roberta Lopez-Feliciano,
AFI managing director, thanked
EDC and their other partners
for championing proper waste
management in their respective
industries.
“Our partnership started 11
years ago, and it continues on today with donations of used batteries and oils from the various
EDC sites in Sorsogon, Leyte,
Negros and North Cotabato. It
really gives me great pleasure to
know that we are reusing and

repurposing,” Lopez-Feliciano
said.
Under these projects, the donated hazardous wastes, which
otherwise end up in the ground,
in streams or even in the air, are
being recycled through Evergreen Environment Resources.
These are used as raw materials
in manufacturing new batteries.
Donors receive a certificate
of treatment that is recognized
by the Department of Environment and Natural ResourcesEnvironmental Management
Bureau. OMMC determines
the monetary value of the donation, with the funds raised
going to AFI’s aid programs
and green projects.
EDC vice president and
head of corporate support functions Gina Pascual praised AFI
for helping donor companies
like them protect and conserve
Earth.
“Through our partnerships with accredited recycling

organizations, we not only
minimize our waste but we also
ensure that they get recycled or
repurposed properly. Through
the efforts of AFI’s Bantay Baterya, Bantay Langis and Bantay
Kalikasan, our waste actually
goes to projects and endeavors
that help the environment and
other people,” she stated.
Whenever applicable, EDC
adopts a circular economy
approach to minimize using
nonrenewable resources as part
of its commitment to building a
regenerative future.
“We’re contributing to a
foundation that aligns with our
company values and our decarbonization and regenerative
mission. This is truly a win-win
solution,” EDC air and waste
specialist Paulo Gooco said
during the virtual event.
To date, five million kilos of
used lead batteries have been
collected and recycled by AFI
and its partners.

HUNDREDS of senior high
school and college students from
First Gen Corporation’s partner
schools and organizations took to
their drawing boards, while First
Philippine Holdings Corporation
(FPH) Group employees collaborated to tackle climate change.
Several teams dared to take on
the climate challenge during the
inaugural “Ideathon: Innovate for
the Climate,” with 15 teams making it to the final round.
After a series of “Ideathon
Boosters” and mentoring sessions with experts, 10 winners—
eight Top Climate Innovators,
one Mentors’ Choice Awardee
and one Climate Ambassadors’
Choice Awardee—were hailed
during the “Ideathon 2021: Innovate for the Climate” awards
ceremony on Nov. 26, 2021.
The winners in the Youth
Challenge were “Waste Care in
Fashion Forward-Thinking” of
Centro Escolar Integrated School
(CEIS)-Manila’s (through Abot
Tala) Team Eco-Tinkers; “Rainwater Harvesting System and
WASH Program” of Lyceum
of the Philippines University
(LPU)-Batangas’ Team H2O
Catalyst; “Reutilizing E-Waste
Towards a Climate Change-Free
Environment” of CEIS-Manila’s
(through Abot Tala) Team Powerpuff Greens; and “Fandora Eco
Cooler” of LPU-Batangas’ Team
Sustainababes.
Topping the FPH Community Challenge were “Zeroing Alu-

Climate Reality Project Philippines; and “30-kW Solar Power
System for FGHPC Housing
Compound” of First Gen’s Team
Housing Compound composed
of Lorenzo Perez, Bryan Jason
Evan, Bobby Perez, Marlowe
Chica and Ysrael Villaflor, with
Dave Albao and Sef Carandang
of Philippine Reef and Rainforest Conservation Foundation
Inc. as mentors.
First Balfour’s Team Ingenuineers won the Climate Ambassadors’ Choice Award while
the Mentors’ Choice Award
went to Team H2O Catalyst of
LPU-Batangas.
Winners received seed funding of up to P100,000, a trophy
and an opportunity to be mentored further by experts in jumpstarting their climate solutions.

EDC, National Bookstore provide school supplies to Negros students
ENERGY
Development
Corporation (EDC) teamed
up once again with National
Bookstore Foundation Inc. and
distributed school supplies to
over 3,200 students from six
public elementary schools in
Brgy. Mailum, Bago City and
Brgy. Minoyan, Murcia to help
them cope with the challenges
brought about by the COVID19 pandemic.
Apart from giving school
supplies, EDC gave 10 reams
of bond paper to each school
from its “MakiPAPEL” employee donation drive to
further help the students and
teachers with their modular
learning materials for distance
learning.

Knowledge Channel’s ‘School at
Home’ aims to make distance
learning possible for Filipino children
and teachers during the COVID-19
pandemic

Lopez Group employees donated plastic wastes for the Ideathon trophies
handcrafted by Junk Not and its partner communities displaced by the Taal
Volcano eruption
minum Waste” of First Philec’s
Team FPI- Mark composed of
Mark Kevin Abrenica, Herbert
Camara, Edward Fiestada and
Arnold Villanueva, and mentored
by JM Dumdum of The Climate
Reality Project Philippines;
“ISLA” (Integrated Solutions for
Livelihood Augmentation) of
First Gen and Energy Development Corporation’s Team ISLA
composed of Clowee Anne Licsi
and Hannah Mary Saltarin, and
mentored by Jenica Dizon of
Waves for Water, Al Santos and
Andel Reyes of Sikat Solar Challenge Foundation; “Sari-SaRefill
Store” of First Balfour’s Team
Ingenuineers with Ronna Bautista, Louis Isaac Samonte, Ana
Ordiales, Riana Joyce Ortega
and Limuel Banaag, and mentored by Aimee Oliveros of The

“EDC never fails to give from Minoyan Elementary
Norreen Bautista, head responsibility department in
to our learners despite the School, also in Murcia.
of EDC’s corporate social Negros Island, shared this
pandemic,”
said
April Joy Biboso,
faculty member of
F. Barandiaran Elementary School in
Murcia. “They are
consistent and very
responsive to our
needs.”
“It’s a great help
for the community
to have such loyal
partners with a
big heart that support the academic
needs of learners as
well as the teachers,” said Amygine ‘A great help’ was how a teacher described EDC and partner National Book Store during the school materials distribution activity at
Bance, a teacher Minoyan ES

message to the schools: “Let
us remember ‘CARE.’ C for
‘collaborative,’ that amidst this
pandemic, we have this spirit
to be collaborative; A—‘agile,’
we are ready to adjust and be
available for our learners; R for
‘responsive,’ we are responsive
to the need of our dear pupils
and students; and, lastly, E for
‘engaging’ to our stakeholders—our pupils, students,
parents and to the community
where we belong.”
Bautista emphasized the
behaviors that are consistent
with EDC’s mission of forging collaborative partnerships toward a decarbonized
and regenerative future. (F.
Ariola)



Celebrating Christmas the Knowledge Channel way

‘climate innovators’

By Frances Ariola
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CHRISTMAS is just around
the corner, and I can feel children’s excitement in the air as
they look forward to presents
they will receive on Christmas
Day. We at Knowledge Channel Foundation Inc. (KCFI)
have gifts for Filipino children—these are educational
content for them to learn better.
We treat every day as Christmas Day—an opportunity for
us to gift young Filipinos, even
teachers and parents, our support as they traverse challenging times. Children, teachers
and parents are always at the
heart of everything we do. Giving them access to quality educational materials despite the
COVID-19 pandemic is the
drive behind our programs and
projects. This new normal is the
time when they need support
the most.

KCFI collectively innovated
and pursued digital transformation as we geared towards
the new normal to show our
support for children, parents
and teachers. Digital innovation isn’t brand new to KCFI.
During this challenging time,
we are creating digital experiences to help kids learn during
the new normal. Since 2020, we
launched the “School at Home”
campaign, making distance
learning possible during the
pandemic. “School at Home”
provided children who had to
stay home during the pandemic
the chance to continue learning via our on-air and online
shows.
We also have presents for
parents and teachers. To lend
them a helping hand in teaching children, we produced the
Knowledge Channel Portable
Media Library (KC PML). The

KC PML contains more than
1,500 video lessons and educational games to make distance
learning a lot easier for them
and their students and children.
We have an e-gift project
where people can purchase
Christmas e-gifts for Filipino
children. These e-gifts will help
fund the development of
Knowledge Channel video lessons for 3-8-year-old children
and provide public school students with a Knowledge Channel Flash Drive containing
video lessons. These presents
are available at any time of the
year.
On our 22nd year, KCFI
shifted our focus to 0-8-yearold children. Supporting these
young children at the early
childhood stage is our way
of helping them for the rest
of their lives, as 90% of brain

development happens before
age 5. KCFI launched shows
such as “Wikaharian,” “Ready,
Set, Read,” “Kwentoons” and
“Musikantahan.” These shows
tackle English, Filipino and
values, among other topics.
As we enter a new year next
month, let’s ensure that learning never stops for the Filipino
youth despite the pandemic. At
gaya ng lagi naming sinasabi
sa Knowledge Channel—Ang
Saya Matuto ng Bago!
Support the distance learning of our Filipino children!
Donate to Knowledge Channel
Foundation so we can continue
to provide free access to over
1,500 video lessons to teachers,
parents and learners: BPI Acct.
No. 0201-0409-14. For documentary purposes, email us a
copy of your deposit slip at info@
knowledgechannel.org.

Special Feature

EDC salutes ‘rock stars’ in employee recognition and service awards
By Frances Ariola

ENERGY Development Corporation (EDC) recognized
200 awardees who have been
employees of the company for
at least 10 years in its virtual
service awards and employee
recognition ceremonies.
Now on its 45th year of generating 100% renewable energy
(RE), EDC also awarded over
40 individuals and groups that
have received external recognitions.
In its blast-from-the-pastthemed “EDC Rocks” virtual
celebration, the company honored employees who rock in
championing their commitment to excellence as they help
EDC fulfill its mission to forge
collaborative pathways for a decarbonized and regenerative future and maintain its stature as
the country’s largest 100% RE
producer amidst the COVID19 pandemic.
Overwhelming support
According to EDC president
and COO Richard Tantoco, the
blessings outweigh the challenges and losses from the crisis
as the company continues to
receive overwhelming support
for its regenerative mission. He
expressed his gratitude to the
employees for their efforts, agility and dedication even while
dealing with their personal

pandemic-related challenges,
which all make them the company’s rock stars.
“I’m especially happy because we collectively share a
purpose and continue to find
ways to elevate each other, our
environment and our stakeholders during this pandemic.
These external awards and
major achievements of both
teams and individuals that we
recognize today are some of
the shining examples of what
each of us has done during
the pandemic,” he shared, further highlighting hope as they
navigate this tough time and

prepare for the recovery to
come.
For Samuel Ramirez, one
of the awardees from Leyte
Facility
Operations
and
Maintenance, the hardships
that he braved in his 30 years
of service strengthened his
character. He shared that
the harmonious relationship
between management and
employees helps lighten his
load and paves the way for
his continued success.
“I’d like to thank EDC for
giving me the opportunity to
serve the company for 30 years
despite so many challenges—

work-related and even familyrelated trials. If you ask me why
I stayed with EDC, I only have
one answer: EDC makes me a
real man and turns my dreams
into reality,” he said.
Celebration of life
Among EDC’s achievers
from 2020-2021 who were
recognized were individuals
and teams that won external
awards from award-giving
bodies here and abroad for
their exemplary performance
in communications, occupational safety, environmental
protection, conservation and
management.

These include the Safety
and Health Association of the
Philippines Energy Sector
(SHAPES) Outstanding Safety and Health Professionals,
Gawad Tugas, ACES Awards,
DOLE’s safety seal certification program, Anvil Awards
and Philippine Quill Awards.
Bo Sanchez gave an inspirational message on the importance of gratitude to achieve
happiness, while the JAM 403
band and Juris graced the event
to entertain the awardees and
their families. It was capped off
with a special tribute to the two
awardees and one organizing

team member that EDC lost to
COVID-19. This celebration
of life and milestones is the
company’s way of appreciating
the hard work and innovative
contributions of their workforce that will live on for years
to come.
Beth Nasol, EDC Human
Resources Management Group
senior vice president, referred
to the awardees as the strong
foundation of their organization, hence the term “EDC
Rocks.” She encouraged the
employees and leaders to “keep
on rocking” amidst any circumstances.
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It’s a wrap!
WRAP up this year’s holiday
shopping with useful finds-fora-cause, from bags and shirts to
décor and foodstuff.
ABS-CBN Foundation Inc.
The items will be coming
from different areas, thus it
would be best to discuss estimated shipping fees with
the concerned enterprise.
All items benefit the partner
communities supported by
G Stuff, ABS-CBN Foundation Inc. and Energy Development Corporation. To
order, email orders@gstuff.ph
(G Stuff ); call or text Jane at
0963-047-3819 (WACOT)
and Alaine or Maribel at
0966-498-4051/0998-3923576 (TEWO), call or text
0915-214-2096/0951-3663949 (LIFE), or message face-

book.com/baslaycoffeeproject
(Baslay).
ABS-CBN
Score these limited-edition “Andito Tayo Para Sa Isa’t
Isa” Christmas shirts and face
masks from Shirts and Prints
PH via Facebook and e-commerce stores for the shirts, and
from InstaMug on Facebook
and Instagram for the masks.
ICANSERVE Foundation
The 2021 ornament card is
themed “Tree of Life,” a universal symbol of strength that
can weather the toughest of
storms. Each ornament is hand
painted and indicates a donation is made to support ICANSERVE Foundation. Available
in celadon green and terra-cotta
for P350 each. Email cpsison@
gmail.com for orders. (CPS)

WACOT’s multi-use pouch, P350 each + local shipping fee
PHOTO FROM: ICANSERVEFOUNDATION.ORG

LIFE’s Tala expandable shopping bag, P320

G Stuff’s Brooke’s Bounty VCO, P240; Si’ged Coffee, P245; JCMM Cacao Tableya,
P165; Seeds of Hope and Dreams apron, P280; Seeds of Hope and Dreams pot
holders, P170 (pair). All items are exclusive of shipping fees

G Stuff’s Genuine Love: ‘I
Am Gina’ Special, P1,550
(set) + local shipping fee
Baslay
Forest
Coffee,
P375 (250
grams)
+ local
shipping
fee
ICANSERVE
ornament card,
P350

11

By Charizze Henson

ALMOST two years into the
pandemic, it didn’t seem like
we would be able to go out for
anything but important errands
and urgent medical concerns.
That is why Asian Eye Tele has
been a tool for individuals and
families to get the eye care they
need from the safety of their
homes.
Launched in 2020, Asian
Eye Tele is an easy way for patients to consult with their eye
doctor about their eye concerns
without having to leave their
home or office. It has been particularly useful for patients who
live far from their doctor, or for
those with comorbidities. Patients can set an appointment if
they have changes in vision, eye
injuries, or eye pain or redness.
Asian Eye Tele offers the following advantages:
You can get initial advice
or it can serve as a way to help

from page 5

TEWO’s paperweights, P400 (set of 3) + local shipping fee
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Asian Eye Tele: What to expect when you consult online

CHRISTMAS...

TEWO’s Christmas stars, P600 (set of
5) + local shipping fee

LIFE’s Ada box type shopping bag, P320

LIFELONG WELLNESS/CHRISTMAS
WELLNESS / CHRISTMASMESSAGES
MESSAGES

news. Leading IPCC scientists also revealed something
described as “game-changing” and new in the scientific understanding of climate
change. To quote noted climate scientist Dr. Joeri Rogelj, lead author of the latest
UN IPCC AR 6: “It is our
best understanding that, if
we bring down (GHG emissions) to net zero, the warming will level off. The climate
will stabilize within a decade
or two.” I was elated and personally filled with hope when
I read that pronouncement of
the latest scientific consensus,
which is a huge paradigm shift
from the idea that decades
and centuries of additional
warming were already baked
into the planet as suggested by
previous IPCC reports.
As the world comes to
grips with this reality, we will
see paradigms shifting drastically. We will go back to basics. Consumerism will hopefully be anchored less on our
wants and more toward our
needs. It is essential too that
we focus on prosperity for all,
especially those left behind,
rather than on simply aiming
to raise GDP growth per se.
Then very importantly, we begin to reimagine and redesign
our infrastructure and way of
life for an already changed
world: decarbonized, resilient

monitor your condition. TeleConsultation is a way of screening whether patients can stay
home or if they need to go to
the clinic for a more comprehensive checkup and tests.
If you’re not sure whether
you need to go to the clinic for a
checkup or not, then Asian Eye
Tele is for you. There is no need
to worry because we refund the
Tele Fee if you need to come in
for an in-clinic checkup.
You don’t need much—just
your phone and a stable Internet connection. Prior to your
teleconsultation, make sure you
have a properly functioning
mobile phone or a laptop and
a mic, and Internet speed of at
least 1 Mbps. It would help to
stay in a private environment
for a calm and uninterrupted
consultation.
You get easy access to Asian
Eye doctors. Through Asian
and socially inclusive. Make
no bones about it, this will
change every single industry
on the planet in the next 5-10
years.
Amidst all the chaos and
uncertainty of the COVID
pandemic last year, we set
about recrafting our mission
and purpose for the FPH
Group, and I strongly believe
it should ultimately be adopted across the Lopez Group
of companies, and that is: “To
Forge Collaborative Pathways for a Decarbonized and
Regenerative Future.” Since
we launched it at the annual
shareholders meeting last year,
the recasted mission achieved
so much traction internally
and has become a beacon of
sorts, reorienting our strategy
and choice of capabilities and
businesses as we move forward.
The power of those ten words
to inspire and provide direction surpassed my expectations
and I can say all the executive
hours we spent hammering it
out last year were well worth
their weight in gold.
Central to our new mission is the Stakeholder Pentad Framework. This powerful
lens captures a lot of how we
want to move forward. Applying this mindset means all decisions should revolve around
balancing the needs of all five
stakeholders in a specific sequence: first, your customers;
then your cocreators which
are your employees, suppliers,

With Asian Eye Tele, there’s no need for patients to go to the clinic to see an
Asian Eye doctor
Eye Tele, you don’t need to go
to any of our clinics to see an
Asian Eye doctor. You only
need to call the Asian Eye Tele
hotlines, let us know what you’re
experiencing and we’ll refer you
contractors; then the Earth;
then the communities; and finally, your investors. The pentad necessitates that we think
in systemic wholes and not in
fragmented parts. Reversing
the sequence, which unfortunately has permeated the
thinking of most businesses
in the past, just doesn’t work
when your primary goal of
maximizing shareholder value
leaves little room to benefit
anything else.
That model of shareholder
primacy above all else no longer fits with the extraordinary
times we live in. It’s resulted
in the mindless pursuit of
growth, unbridled consumption, the overshoot of our
planet’s environmental limits,
and widening inequalities.
Although traditional CSR
has been good, it has its limits and may never be able to
scale enough in time to reverse the damage done. There
is an urgency for all of us to
go beyond incremental sustainability and transform into
regenerative forces that align
our profit engines with the
need for a better world and a
safer planet. Collectively, we
have the creativity and innovative energy needed to solve
the world’s greatest problems.
Unlocking these will be the
foundation to some of the
greatest business opportunities in the coming century.
I hope that you all share
my excitement and optimism

to the right doctor. You can also
tell us if you have any preferred
doctor and we’ll set you an appointment with them.
You can request a copy of
your prescription and even a
as we move along our course
to a decarbonized and regenerative future for all. I wish
you a blessed and meaningful
Christmas celebration with
your loved ones and may the
New Year bring you renewed
strength for our exciting journey ahead.
FEDERICO R. LOPEZ

Honoring the
reason for
Christmas
2021 was the year we all
looked forward to, hoping to
leave 2020 and all its tragedies
behind. It was meant to be the
year of new hope, rebuilding
and healing.
While sometimes it was
difficult to see the silver linings, challenges became more
bearable and the future began
looking better when people
started to rally around each
other. The community pantries
that started popping up organically, random acts of kindness
that went viral on social media,
stories of survival powered by
crowdsourcing and the most
powerful prayer brigades on
Zoom reminded us once again
of humanity at its finest. In
the rare moments when even
business rivals chose to work
together to bring aid to our
fellowmen, unity became our
strongest asset. Watching the

medical certificate. Asian Eye
Tele provides a copy of your
digital prescription, which you
can use to purchase medicine at
www.asianeyeshop.com or your
preferred drugstore. We can issue your medical certificate, in
case you need one.
Kids can get checked, too.
Asian Eye’s pediatric ophthalmologists are available on Asian
Eye Tele. Aside from the usual
symptoms, they can do an initial consultation to see whether
your child has any eye alignment issues through an online
test called iMeasure.
You can use your HMO.
At present, Asian Eye Tele is
covered by AVEGA, Flexicare,
Intellicare, Insular Health Care
and Sun Life Grepa. If you’re
using your HMO, make sure to
inform the TeleHealth Nurse
that will assist you. Our team
will then process your request.
bayanihan spirit unfold before
our eyes was nothing short of
amazing.
We have been isolated
from each other by the pandemic, but we kept finding
ways to be there for one
another. We have drawn
strength not just from family
and friends but sometimes
from strangers who were
brave enough to share their
stories, both heartbreaking
and inspiring. We have drawn
courage from people who, day
in and day out, risked their
own lives so we may be safer
and healthier. We have drawn
hope from people who continued to entertain us, make
us laugh, make us feel and
make us dream despite all
the challenges we continued
to face. And we have drawn
motivation from people who
kept on fighting and beating
the odds during the most difficult days. In the same way,
ABS-CBN continues to find
new platforms to reach each
Filipino who relies on us for
news and entertainment. It is
never easy, but if it is worth
doing, it is worth fighting for.
Martin Luther King once
said, “Darkness cannot drive
out darkness, only light can
do that. Hate cannot drive
out hate, only love can do
that.” The darkest of days are
not over yet, but we are slowly
seeing the light. It is in the
kindness of strangers, it is in
the generosity of the com-

It’s important to note that
Asian Eye Tele is not a substitute for comprehensive
eye exams done in clinics. A
comprehensive eye exam is
still the best way to determine
the overall health of the inner and outer parts of the eye.
Patients who have eye emergencies and experience any
pain, bleeding or sudden loss
of vision, or who have urgent
concerns, must visit the clinic
or the nearest hospital as soon
as possible for a face-to-face
checkup.
Setting an appointment is
easy—simply call or text the
Asian Eye Tele Hotlines at 8898-2020 or 0917-800-9103.
Asian Eye Tele is available
Mondays through Sundays,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Learn more
about Asian Eye Tele or visit
the Asian Eye Shop to avail of
an e-GC for only P400.
munity, it is in the selflessness
of our frontliners where this
light emanates from. It is up
to us to share our own light
with our family, our friends
and our neighbors. It is in the
smallest of deeds borne out of
genuine love and compassion
that make the best gifts. And
it is in knowing that there
is always someone who will
reach out when we call, offer a
shoulder to lean on and extend
a hand to hold, we remain
hopeful and strong. Wala nang
pangako na mas mahalaga at
mas matimbang pa sa mga
salitang, “andito tayo para sa
isa’t isa.” Mga salitang arawaraw nating pinapatunayan sa
ating mga kilos at gawa.
Love and faith have never
been on full display as it has
been the last few months. May
we continue to be kind to one
another, be a source of inspiration and continue to commit
our lives to honoring the true
reason for Christmas. Let
us allow ourselves to feel the
Christmas spirit once again
with joy in our lives and peace
in our hearts by being there for
those who need us the most.
May we all look forward
to 2022 as it brings in another
year of opportunities to unite,
rebuild and heal and, more
importantly, be in the service
of the Filipino.
Maligayang Pasko at
Manigong Bagong Taon, Kapamilya!
MARK L. LOPEZ
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iWantTFC unwraps 1st
batch of originals for 2022
By Kane Choa

‘Love is Color Blind’ on SKY Pay-Per-View
ROMANCE is in the air
as SKY presents the first
cinematic
collaboration

of Donny Pangilinan and
Belle Mariano in Star Cinema’s new offering, “Love is

Lovi Poe and Janine Gutierrez are set to star in ‘Sleep With Me’
IWANTTFC has unveiled its
lineup of upcoming originals for
2022, including “He’s Into Her”
season two, Janine Gutierrez
and Lovi Poe’s queer romance,
and Angelica Panganiban’s series about moving on, in its
“iWantTFC Unwrapped” event
livestreamed on ABS-CBN’s
social media pages on Dec. 10,
2021.
Seven originals comprise
the first batch of originals coming to iWantTFC in 2022, with
more in the pipeline.
In the second season of
“He’s Into Her,” Max and Deib
(Belle Mariano and Donny Pangilinan) face the joys and challenges of being in a new relationship, while a teen barkada learns
about life and love in “Tara, G!”
starring Daniella Stranner, Anthony Jennings, Kaori, Vivoree,
JC Alcantara, Zach Castañeda
and CJ Salonga.
Janine and Lovi will be
teaming up in their first project
together, “Sleep With Me,” an inter-abled queer female romance.
Angelica headlines the
miniseries “The Goodbye Girl”
based on the book of the same
name by Noreen Capili. Its cast
is composed of Loisa Andalio,
Ronnie Alonte, Maris Racal
and Rico Blanco, as well as
Barbie Imperial, Elisse Joson,
JC de Vera, RK Bagatsing, Turs
Daza and Joshua Colet.

“Click, Like, Share’s” third
season, which will star Belle,
Elmo Magalona, Jane Oineza,
JC Alcantara, Jerome Canlas
and Vivoree, will continue to
promote responsible social media use.
Francine Diaz will be
paired with BGYO’s Akira
Morishita and The Squad Plus’
Ashton Salvador and KD Estrada in “Bola Bola,” an adaptation of Anna Geronga’s bestselling book.
Sylvia Sanchez and Ria
Atayde’s mom-daughter tandem
shines in iWantTFC’s Mother’s
Day offering, “Misis Piggy.”
The “iWantTFC Unwrapped” event featured a live
production number from “DonBelle” as well as the trailers for
“F4 Thailand” and ABS-CBN
shows such as “KathNiel’s” “2
Good 2 Be True,” “Darna: The
TV Series,” “The Broken Marriage Vow” and “Love in 40
Days” which will be seen in advance on iWantTFC.
Soon, iWantTFC will
stream “Kun Maupay Man
It Panahon” (“Whether the
Weather Is Fine”), which stars
Charo Santos-Concio and
Daniel Padilla. The film, which
is coproduced by iWantTFC,
premiered at the Locarno Film
Festival and is competing in
this year’s Metro Manila Film
Festival.
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Color Blind,” on SKY PayPer-View.
“DonBelle” is back—this
time on the big screen—in their
newest love film directed by John
Leo Garcia, as best friends Ino
(Donny) and Cara (Belle). Cara
is there to help Ino add color to
his life and show him that he is
not too blind to find love despite
his vision problem. However,
along the way, they both meet
people who attempt to blur the
lines of their relationship.
Despite these not-so-colorful instances, will Ino finally
find the colors of happiness

and love he’s looking for with
Cara?
Catch Ino and Cara’s
sweetest and most colorful moments together in the comfort
of your homes in high-definition and commercial-free for
a discounted price of P199
per pass (regular rate at P249),
which comes with 48-hour
access upon purchase. Avail
of the pay-per-view discount
promo until Jan. 10, 2022.
To subscribe, visit mysky.
com.ph/skyppv or text SKY
PPV <ACCOUNT NO.> to
23662.

Troy Laureta drops new OPM album ‘GILIW’
A year after launching the
OPM collective “KAIBIGAN,”
music director Troy Laureta

continues to shine a light on
Filipino music in his new album, “GILIW: A Troy Laureta

OPM Collective Vol. 2” featuring All-4-One, Deborah Cox
and “American Idol” season 2
winner Ruben Studdard.
The 13-track album includes a “Magkasuyo Buong
Gabi” duet by Deborah and
Ruben and a reimagined version of “Laging Tapat” by Skylar Stecker. Also part of the
collective is All-4-One for the
song “Paano Ang Puso Ko.”
Classical singer Fernando
Varela joins the album with
his rendition of “You Are My
Song,” while singer-songwriter Shoshana Bean renders
“Kailangan Ko’y Ikaw.” “Never
Enough” singer Loren Allred
is featured in a track with her
rendition of “Araw Gabi.”
On the local front, Boy
Abunda appears via “Interlude:
Pag-ibig” while Jona sings her
version of “Someone to Love

Me.” “GILIW” also features
the “Kaibigan” intro by former
“The Voice Kids Philippines”
contestant Adah.
Joining Troy anew is his
sibling Cheesa for the remake
of the late ‘90s hit “Kaba.” This
time, Nicole Scherzinger has a
duet with Regine Velasquez for
the reimagined version of “Nandito Ako.” Jake Zyrus is likewise
back for “Maghintay Ka Lamang” as well as for the album’s
“Outro: “Kung Kita’y Kapiling.”
An initiative of Troy in collaboration with ABS-CBN Music International, “GILIW” follows the “KAIBIGAN” OPM
collective, which was released to
breathe new life into local classics with fresh interpretations
by Filipino and non-Filipino
collaborators to promote OPM
masterpieces on the international stage. (K. Choa)

Jona, Zephanie and more artists sing
‘Dahilan ng Maligayang Pasko’
AN ensemble of singers composed of Jona, Zephanie, Angela Ken, Trisha Denise, Tim
Pavino, Charmaine Campañer,
Dennis Campañer, Neo Rivera,
Nolo Lopez, Jex de Castro, Joselle Feliciano, Tricia AmperJimenez and Alexa Kaufman
bring holiday cheer through the
single “Dahilan ng Maligayang
Pasko.”
A collaboration between
ABS-CBN’s Star Music and
CBN Asia’s Reverb Worship,
“Dahilan ng Maligayang Pasko”
aims to serve as a reminder that
although this year’s Christmas
festivities may still be bleak for
many because of the pandemic,

the season will always be meaningful if it centers on the real
reason for the celebration—Jesus.
“Dahilan ng Maligayang Pasko” was composed and
produced by ABS-CBN Music creative director Jonathan
Manalo and arranged by Tommy Katigbak.
Earlier this year, Star Music and Reverb Worship coproduced the single “Kumapit” by
Yeng Constantino.
“Dahilan ng Maligayang
Pasko” is now on Star Music’s
YouTube channel and on
digital music platforms. (K.
Choa)

