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First Gen posts recurring Rockwell announces
consent solicitation
earnings of P3.3B
FIRST Gen Corporation reported recurring net income
attributable to equity holders
of P3.3 billion ($65 million) in
the first quarter of 2020 from
the operations of its 3,492megawatt (MW ) clean, lowcarbon and renewable portfolio.
This was a 15% or P0.7 billion ($12 million) dip from its
P4.0 billion ($77 million) in
earnings in the first quarter of
2019.
“With this unforeseen pandemic, 2020 will be challenging for all. Though electricity
is an essential need, First Gen
has not been spared from the
difficulties. The lockdown imposed in March has translated
into lower electricity demand.
We are now more than ever
strengthened in our strategy to
catalyze the country’s movement towards a decarbonized
future,” First Gen president and
COO Giles Puno said.
First Gen’s natural gas-fired
power plants delivered a decrease in recurring earnings
for the period. The gas plants
suffered from lower electricity
sales resulting from depressed
demand with the commencement of the enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) in the
latter part of March, as well as
higher operating expenses as
it booked expenses to aid employees and third parties for

ECQ.
From recurring attributable
net income to parent of P2.4
billion ($45 million) in the
first quarter of 2019, the gas
platform generated P2.0 billion ($39 million) for the same
period in 2020, a decrease of
13%.
Energy Development Corporation (EDC) contributed
flat recurring earnings of P1.3
billion ($26 million) in the first
quarter of 2020, almost unchanged in comparison to the
P1.4 billion ($26 million) it
earned during the same period
last year.
The hydro platform’s recurring earnings contribution
dropped by 51% or P0.3 billion
($5 million) at P0.2 billion ($5
million) for the first quarter of
2020 from P0.5 billion ($10
million) in 2019 mainly due
to lower prices at the Wholesale Electricity Spot Market
(WESM), though partially offset by higher ancillary service
sales.
First Gen’s net income attributable to equity holders in
1Q20 was P3.3 billion ($65
million). This was P0.9 billion
($16 million) or 20% less than
the 2019 earnings of P4.2 billion ($81 million) due mainly
to lower electricity sales across
all platforms, though partially
offset by lower interest expenses and taxes.

First Gen’s consolidated revenues from the sale of electricity in the first quarter of 2020
declined by P3.6 billion ($52
million) or 10% to P24.4 billion ($481 million) compared
to P28.0 billion ($534 million)
in 2019.
The natural gas portfolio accounted for 60% of First Gen’s
total consolidated revenues.
Their revenues were 13% lower in the first quarter of 2020
mainly due to lower average
natural gas prices coupled with
a decline in the plants’ dispatch.
EDC’s geothermal, wind
and solar revenues accounted
for P9.0 billion ($178 million)
or 37% of First Gen’s total consolidated revenues in the first
quarter of 2020. From P9.4
billion ($180 million) in 2019,
EDC’s revenues were slightly
less by P0.4 billion ($2 million)
mainly due to the lower prices
at the WESM.
First Gen Hydro Power
Corporation generated weaker revenues by P0.4 billion ($8
million) or 37% less than the
P1.1 billion ($21 million) it
generated in the first quarter
of 2019 to P0.7 billion ($13
million) in 2020 due to poor
WESM sales in terms of
volume and price. The hydro
plants account for 3% of First
Gen’s total consolidated revenues.

ROCKWELL Land Corporation will conduct a consent
solicitation exercise for its seven-year and one-quarter P5.0
billion fixed rate bonds due on
February 15, 2021.
The consent solicitation
seeks to amend the bond trust
indenture to remove the debt
service coverage ratio (DSCR)
covenant under the bonds. The
proposed amendment will align
the financial covenants of the
bonds with Rockwell’s other
existing debt facilities that do
not have a DSCR covenant.
Rockwell maintains its financial capability to service all
of its outstanding obligations.
Provided that the conditions
set by Rockwell are met, bondholders who provide their con-

sents shall be paid an incentive
fee of P1.25 for each P1,000
of the principal amount of the
bonds. Alternatively, bondholders who provide their consents
and opt to sell their bonds to
Rockwell shall receive the sum
of the outstanding principal
amount of the bonds being sold
multiplied by the tender price of
101%, and accrued interest computed from the last interest payment date up to the bonds sale
proceeds payment date, which is
no later than August 17, 2020.
Consenting
bondholders
that elect to receive the bonds
sale proceeds shall receive an
additional notice for the execution of the sale of the bonds to
Rockwell after the conclusion
of the consent solicitation.

The exercise started on June
2, 2020 and will expire on June
24, 2020. Rockwell appointed
First Metro Investment Corporation as advisor for this
consent solicitation exercise.
Rockwell recorded a consolidated net income after tax of
P3.0 billion in 2019, 20% higher
than previous year. Reservation sales in 2019 grew by 13%
to P16.7 billion. On the first
quarter of 2020, reservation sales
were recorded at P3.2 billion, 9%
lower than previous year. Given
the 2.5-month lockdown and
considering new safety protocols
in construction, the company
also expects to reduce capex in
2020 by half from P18 billion to
around P9 billion. Capex in 2019
was at P11.1 billion.

FPH Group attributable net income at P3.2B
THE First Philippine Holdings Corporation (FPH) Group
reported P3.2 billion in net
income attributable to equity
holders of the parent for the
first three months of 2020.
This is 15% lower than the
P3.8 billion in net income attributable to equity holders
of the parent reported in the
first three months of 2019. The
decrease mainly reflects the
decline in operating income
coupled with lower nonrecurring gains recognized during
the period, mainly due to lower

insurance claim proceeds of
Energy Development Corporation.
Excluding nonrecurring items,
recurring net income attributable
to equity holders of the parent
declined by P489 million, from
P3.7 billion to P3.2 billion.
Consolidated net income for
the period is P6.0 billion, P1.2
billion or 17% less than the 1Q
2019 net income of P7.2 billion. This is primarily due to
lower operating profits following the decline in the group’s
total revenues.

On a recurring net income
basis, the group reported earnings of P6.1 billion, also lower
by P785 million or 11% compared to last year’s P6.8 billion,
also reflecting the decline in operating profits.
Consolidated revenues for
the period ended March 31,
2020 declined by P3.5 billion
or 11% from last year’s P32.8
billion to P29.3 billion due to
lower electricity and real estate
sales, even as revenues from
contracts and services and from
sale of merchandise increased.

Viu, HBO GO free for three months

First Gen to distribute SKY Fiber gives quick access to top
cash dividends in July streaming apps at reliable internet speeds
THE board of directors of First Gen Corporation approved
on June 9 the declaration of cash dividends of P0.28 per
common share (FGEN). Record date will be on June 24,
2020 and payment date on July 20. FGEN trades ex-cash
on June 19.
Also approved were cash dividends on Series G Preferred
Shares (FGENG) at P3.8904 each for 104,400,800 outstanding FGENG and P0.38904 each for the 13,750,000
FGENG issued to First Philippine Holdings Corporation
by way of private placement. Record date will be on July 1,
2020 and payment date on July 27. FGENG trades ex-cash
on June 26.

virtual annual meeting dates
July 29: First Gen Corporation, 10am
July 30: First Philippine Holdings Corporation, 10am
Record date for both meetings was on June 11, 2020.
Other details will be provided as soon as these are finalized.

FAMILIES and entertainment
seekers can indulge in a wide
array of online video content
as SKY Fiber partners with the
hottest streaming apps.
The premium broadband
service provider offers fiber-fast
speeds of up to 200Mbps, eliminating the woes commonly experienced with online viewing
such as buffering and disrupted
connection.
“SKY Fiber understands the
evolving needs of our Filipino
consumers and forging overthe-top partnerships complements our fiber-fast internet
service. This is very timely since
Filipinos are watching more
content online as they continue
to stay home at this time,” said

Claudia Suarez, SKY’s consumer products group head.
“Viewers today want more
options, more control and a
seamless viewing experience.
That’s why having quick access
to a wide variety of content at
reliable speeds is of utmost
priority for SKY Fiber,” added
Alan Supnet, SKY’s head for
consumer broadband products.
HBO GO’s and Viu’s monthly
fees will be on SKY Fiber for the
first three months for subscribers
of Plan 15Mbps and higher.
New subscribers can avail of
this promo within 60 days from
the date of SKY Fiber installation,
while the redemption period for
existing subscribers is from June
6, 2020 to September 30, 2020.

Claudia Suarez, head of SKY’s
consumer products group
With SKY Fiber’s reliable
speeds, subscribers can also
quickly access the top two video
streaming sites in the Philip-

pines—YouTube and iWant.
iWant head Elaine Uy-Casipit said: “iWant now offers
more than a thousand free Filipino movies, iWant Originals
library, ‘Kids World’ and live
channels on top of our catch-up
TV series. The rise of affordable,
faster and more reliable internet
is key in bringing this experience to a wider audience.”
On YouTube, SKY Fiber
subscribers can watch videos
and connect with their favorite
creators.
SKY Fiber plans start at
5Mbps for P999 per month. To
start indulging in your favorite
shows at fiber-fast speeds, subscribe to SKY Fiber at www.
mysky.com.ph/skyfiber.
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First Balfour projects in Albay and
Leyte continue operations amid ECQ
By Dolly Pasia-Ramos

FIRST Balfour project teams
continue to service the two largest geothermal energy companies in the Philippines amid the
enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) enforced in Luzon.
In the province of Albay, First
Balfour supported the continuous operations of Tiwi Geothermal Field by Philippine Geothermal Production Company Inc. to
contribute to the sustainable supply of clean and renewable energy to the country. In compliance
with the guidelines of the ECQ
declared by the national government in Luzon, First Balfour
provided its essential services under a shifting work arrangement
composed of 21 project management team (PMT) members,
with manpower peaking at 88
personnel including direct workers. Part of the PMT are 11 nonTiwi residents who continued
performing their duties despite
the opportunity to go back home
and be with their families.

First Balfour implemented a shifting work arrangement at Tiwi Geothermal Field
Meanwhile in Kananga,
Leyte, Energy Development
Corporation, through a series
of meetings with the First Balfour project team, also decided
to continue plant maintenance
works. A skeleton workforce of
12 project team members and
38 workers are on-site. To lessen the risk of exposure, project
team members are deployed on
rotation every two weeks.

To safeguard the health and
safety of its skeleton team, the
project has put in place preventive measures such as provision
of face masks, daily body temperature checks, virus prevention reminders in daily toolbox
meetings, social distancing
inside service vehicles and in
common areas, and the immediate reporting of any COVID19 related symptoms.

Lopezlink June 2020

‘I am first and foremost
a Filipino’—EL3
ABS-CBN chairman emeritus
Eugenio Lopez III (EL3) asserted
that he is a natural-born Filipino
citizen as he addressed questions
about his citizenship at the House
of Representatives on June 3.
“I am a natural-born Filipino
citizen because both my parents
are Filipino citizens,” said EL3.
ABS-CBN general counsel
Mario Bautista said that EL3
is a dual citizen because he was
born to Filipino parents in the
United States of America.
“’Yung pagka-dual citizenship
po ni Mr. Gabby Lopez ay automatic legal consequence dahil
ipinanganak siya mula sa mga
Pilipino. Ipinanganak din siya sa
America, na alam natin na kapag
ikaw ay pinanganak sa teritoryo
ng America, ikaw ay American
citizen,” he said.
EL3 said he never renounced
his Filipino citizenship and
only sought recognition of his

KidZania Manila to remain closed
KIDZANIA Manila remained
shuttered even as the country
shifted to looser quarantine restrictions in June.
The theme park located in
Bonifacio Global City caters
mainly to children aged 4 to
17. It had closed in March
following the implementation
of the enhanced community
quarantine (ECQ) in Metro
Manila.
However, current community quarantine guidelines issued by the Inter-Agency Task
Force on Emerging Infectious
Diseases still prohibit those in

the kids industry from operating, ban entertainment-related
mass gatherings and forbid
children to leave their homes.
The ECQ, which was extended several times, has adversely affected the company.
Thus, Play Innovations Inc., the
franchisee of KidZania Manila,
has decided to file a temporary
suspension of operations with
the Department of Labor and
Employment effective June 16,
2020 to August 15, 2020 as it
manages further losses while
exploring new revenue solutions.

Filipino citizenship from the
Department of Justice to secure
a Philippine passport.
Justice Usec. Emmeline
Aglipay-Villar also affirmed
that EL3 is a Filipino citizen by
birth and that the certificate of
recognition issued to him was
not a grant but a confirmation
of his Filipino citizenship. She
also maintained that EL3 did
not lose his Filipino citizenship
with his use of a US passport.
“Ang kanyang paggamit ng US
passport ay hindi po dahilan para
mawala po ang kaniyang Filipino
citizenship. At ang hindi naman
niya pagkakaroon ng Philippine
passport ay hindi rin isang dahilan na hindi siya maging Pilipino,” she said.
Meanwhile, Albay Rep. Edcel
Lagman said that EL3’s American citizenship is a nonissue.
“He is undeniably a natural-born Filipino citizen. No
amount of interpellations would
change this overriding and unalterable fact,” Lagman said.
Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus
Rodriguez, a former Bureau of
Immigration commissioner, also
said: “Mr. Lopez, from the beginning, is a Filipino—no renunciation. And being a Filipino, he can

KidZania Manila franchisee Play Innovations Inc. said the theme park is
suspending operations for two months
The company has committed to assist the employees
who will be in furlough by

providing them financial assistance and health insurance
benefits.

All PPE and tools go through a
disinfecting procedure based on
approved standards.
SKY’s service technicians
also wash their hands and step
into a footbath to disinfect
their shoe soles before and after
fulfilling a job order.
A call-out is done before
each visit to ensure that no one
in the home is feeling ill. The
SKY team reschedules the visit
as soon as they are certain that
the entire household is well
enough to receive service teams
into their homes.
To further guarantee the
protection of SKY customers

and service technicians, SKY
encourages everyone to first
maximize the company’s digital
platforms for common transactions.
For minor technical issues,
do-it-yourself and troubleshooting guides can be accessed at www.mysky.com.ph/
help. Customers can also use
mySKY app to manage their
account in the comfort of their
own homes; through the app,
they can check program schedules, billing information and
payment options. Download
the mySKY app at www.mysky.
com.ph/app.

SKY sets up safety procedures for service teams
SKY subscribers can continue to
rely on safe service when SKY
technicians visit their homes.

Beginning in May, SKY technicians have assisted subscribers with technical concerns that
require
in-home
servicing by implementing safety procedures that benefit
both subscribers and
frontline workers.
Service
teams
are equipped with
complete personal
protective equipment (PPE) gear
which includes a
face mask, disposSKY technicians don complete PPE and observe other able surgical gloves
safety procedures when going to subscribers’ homes and safety shoes.



Follow us @lopezlinkph on Twitter and Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/lopezlinkonline

ABS-CBN chairman emeritus Eugenio
Lopez III
own a part of and participate in
the management of mass media
in conformity with the Philippine Constitution.”
Stressing his commitment
to serving the Filipinos, EL3
said: “I am first and foremost
a Filipino, I will live and die in
the Philippines. I know in my
heart that I am a Filipino. All
my actions in the last 35 years
I’ve been associated with ABSCBN have been in the service
of the Filipino. If it came down
to conflict of interest, I will give
up my US citizenship in a minute.”
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First Philippine Holdings Corporation VP Ricky Carandang (center) with PGH director Dr. Gap Legaspi
and medical research laboratory head Dr. Bill Veloso at the PGH director’s office

PGH’s Medical Research Laboratory team receives some of the automated laboratory equipment
donated by the Lopez Group to boost PGH’s testing capacity for COVID-19

Members of the PGH team with the biomedical freezers, which were among the equipment donated
by the Lopez Group

Medical technologist Andrew Paolo Espos starts his shift to examine the samples collected from
patients

IT’S the turn of Philippine
General Hospital (PGH) and
the Malampaya project to get
an assist from the Lopez Group
as the country continues its
fight against COVID-19.
PGH has accepted an offer
from the Lopez Group to help
the state university hospital increase 10 times its capability to
test for the virus SARS-CoV-2
which causes COVID-19.
Within the month, First
Gen Corporation and ABSCBN will complete an ongoing donation of P46 million
worth of new machines and lab
equipment that will expand the
hospital’s COVID-19 testing
capacity from 150 to 1,500 tests
per shift. The donated equipment
will allow more automation and
increase the volume of testing.
Under a newly signed agreement between First Gen and
the University of the Philippines (UP), First Gen is allowing PGH through UP the free
use of a system of laboratory
machines for conducting tests
known as reverse transcriptase
polymerase chain reaction (RTPCR). PGH is administered by
UP, a state university.
The RT-PCR test is a twostep process of first extracting
the viral genetic material of
SARS-CoV-2 from a patient’s
virus-infected cells and then
testing to confirm the presence of the virus by detecting it

COVID-19 in PH
May 15

May 27

The Philippines moves past
the 12,000 mark with 12,091
total COVID-19 cases; survivors are at 2,460 while 806
have died. The National Capital Region (NCR) accounts
for 144 of the 215 new cases

The Philippines reports 15,049
COVID-19 infections, with
NCR accounting for 254 of
the 380 new cases. Recoveries
reach 3,506 while fatalities are
at 904

May 20

Metro Manila is set to transition to a two-week “general community quarantine”
(GCQ) starting June 1

As recoveries approach the
3,000 mark, 279 new cases
push the country’s total cases
to 13,221; 150 of the new
cases are reported in Metro
Manila
Globally, the tally hits
5 million total COVID-19
infections, with the US reporting 1.5 million, followed
by Russia, Brazil, the UK and
Spain

May 24

The number of infections
reaches 14,035, with 195 of
the 258 new cases coming
from Metro Manila

May 28

May 29

The national total rises to
16,634 with the addition of
1,046 cases—1,000 of these
are “late cases” or tests whose
results were released “more
than four days ago” and 46 are
“fresh cases” with test results
released “within the last three
days”
To date, the Philippines has
set up 37 facilities to screen for
COVID-19 and 11 labs to
conduct RT-PCR tests

May 30

At the four-month mark since
its first case, the country lists
252 fresh cases and 338 late
cases, for a total of 17,224 individuals ill with COVID-19

May 31

The country logs 18,086 cases,
as well as a total of 957 deaths
and 3,909 recoveries
Meanwhile, cases top 6
million globally, with 1.7 cases
reported in the US. The US also
accounts for some 103,000 out
of 368,000 deaths overall

June 3

The Philippines jumps past the
19,000 mark to 19,748 on Day
3 of the GCQ after reporting
751 new cases (221 fresh cases
and 530 late cases)

June 4

The addition of 634 new cases
(313 fresh cases and 321 late
cases) brings the Philippines’
total to 20,382

June 6

June 10

With 350 fresh cases (104 from
Metro Manila, 171 from Central Visayas and 75 from other
areas) and 364 late cases, the
country tallies a total of 21,340
COVID-19 infections

Aside from passing the 23,000
mark to reach 23,732 COVID19 infections, the country also
reports 159 recoveries to bring
the total recoveries to 4,895

June 7

With 253 fresh cases and 190
late cases, the Philippines slips
past the 24,000 mark to notch
24,175 COVID-19 cases

Nine fatalities raise the Philippines’ total to 1,003, while
recoveries from COVID-19 are
at 4,530

June 8

The country logs 22,474
confirmed cases of COVID19 infections after 331 fresh
cases and 248 late cases are
reported
The pandemic is reported
to have killed 400,052 globally—among nations, the toll
remains highest in the US with
almost 110,000, followed by
Britain, Brazil, Italy and France.
Also, COVID-19 has sickened
more than 7 million people thus
far

June 11

June 13

Philippine COVID-19 infections are now at 25,392;
the latest figure includes 504 fresh
cases and 103
late cases

June 15

The GCQ
in
Metro
Manila
is
extended until June 30
After the addition of 348 fresh

cases and 142 late cases,
the Philippine tally reaches
26,420 persons ill with COVID-19

June 16

The world records more
than 8 million confirmed
cases, while recoveries pass
3.8 million. The US, Brazil
and the UK lead in terms of
the number of deaths, now
totaling more than 400,000
globally

L-R: INAEC president Benjamin R. Lopez; INAEC general manager Dexter Ampong; SPEX supply chain delivery manager Kim Makabali; SPEX senior supply chain manager Angelo Kris Marcos; and SPEX managing director Don Paulino
through PCR. The “chain reaction” of PCR makes it easier to
detect viral genetic material if it
is present.
ABS-CBN, on the other
hand, is donating to PGH several units of a fully integrated
automated molecular diagnostics platform known as BD Max.
This particular system combines
the two processes of extraction
and testing and shortens the
testing period from four hours
to just two hours.
“We are grateful to the Lopez Group for helping us fulfill
our expanded role as a COVID-19 referral center. Armed
with the right technology for
detection, we can stay ahead of
this virus through testing, isolation and treatment,” said PGH
director Dr. Gerardo Legaspi.
“Together with assistance
from other government agencies and donors, these machines
from the Lopez Group will
bring us closer to the target of
performing 30,000 COVID-19
RT-PCR tests daily,” Legaspi
added.
The Lopez Group focused
on providing the machines after
holding a consultation meeting
with PGH officials.
“During the meeting, it was
determined that PGH was in
dire need of testing machines to
expand its capacity and effectively function as a COVID-19
referral center and as a COVID-19 referral laboratory of
government and private hospitals,” said Dr. Januario Veloso of
UP-PGH Central Laboratory.
He noted that the donated
test kits from other countries,
like those from China and Singapore, as well as the test kits
developed by the UP National
Institutes of Health, can be used
in the upgraded laboratories.
“The machines from the Lopez Group, therefore, will play a
vital role in detecting the virus
and stopping its spread. These
steps must be taken before we
can safely reopen the economy,”
Veloso stressed. ( Joel Gaborni)

INAEC supports Malampaya
operations
Meanwhile,
INAEC
Aviation Corp. stepped up operations during the lockdown,
providing continuous service
to customers while complying
with enhanced community
quarantine (ECQ) health and
safety protocols.
The ECQ imposed on Metro Manila beginning March 15
due to the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in restrictions
on land, air and sea travel. With
airlines unable to operate and
all flights canceled, INAEC
proved that its air charter service was up to the task.
As the helicopter transport
provider of Shell Philippines
Exploration B.V. (SPEX), which
operates the Malampaya project
off the coast of Palawan, INAEC
transported SPEX personnel
from their homes in Metro Manila and surrounding areas to and
from the Malampaya platform.
“There was no question in
our minds that for us to continue to operate our business
despite the growing concerns
on COVID, we had to take care
of our clients and our people.
We established a work from
home program for our employees last year. And because we
had protocols and resources in
place as early as February, we
transitioned into this new normal with relative ease. We were
equipped for it before the ECQ
was declared. When SPEX
asked us for support, we were
ready,” said INAEC general
manager Dexter Ampong.
On March 18, 2020, less
than a week from the ECQ
announcement, INAEC began
carrying SPEX’s personnel
and cargo from its hangar in
Pasay City to Puerto Princesa,
Palawan, using its Beechcraft
Super King Air 350 aircraft or
utilizing chartered aircraft from
AirSWIFT Airlines.
“We are grateful to INAEC
for the operational readiness they
demonstrated during this crisis.

What we have accomplished at
this time exhibited genuine business partnership between SPEX
and INAEC as it showed flexibility in navigating through this
very fluid situation,” said SPEX
senior supply chain manager
Angelo Kris Marcos.
SPEX supply chain delivery
manager Kim Makabali added:
“Without INAEC’s support, our
ability to supply the much-needed power for Luzon would have
been adversely affected. From
getting the charter together and
ensuring that personnel movement proceeded as scheduled, to
the use of its facilities and securing the permits for the flights,
INAEC made it all possible.
Although this is only the beginning and likely we will have more
hurdles to overcome, it gives me
great comfort to know that we
have the right team working together to ensure that lightbulbs
remain lit in this difficult and
unprecedented time.”
“INAEC continues to be an
important partner in the safe,
reliable and efficient operations
of the Malampaya facilities, especially during the ECQ. With
INAEC’s support, the Malampaya crew was able to mobilize
and demobilize safely to and
from the platform, allowing
the continuous supply of gas to
power plants that supply a substantial portion of the country’s
energy requirement. The INAEC team proactively and
quickly adapted to the needs of
Malampaya, including making
sure that the risk of COVID
infection is minimized during
flight and appropriate permits
are in place. The community of
Palawan has also benefited indirectly from the INAEC-organized flights as it allowed the
DOH [Department of Health]
to transfer essential medical
supplies to and from Palawan,”
said SPEX managing director
Don Paulino.
INAEC president Benjamin
R. Lopez said: “We are also
thankful for the trust SPEX

showed by choosing us. Our passion for safety has always been
part of what INAEC is all about.
But, beyond that, our desire to be
of service to our clients, and to
our country as well, drives us to
do better. This pandemic gave us
the opportunity to combine these
values—safety and service—to
create a coordinated, organized
and effective response to the
challenges posed by COVID-19.
We have protocols in place to
address every level of our operations, from booking to check-in,
from departure to arrival. I am
proud to say that INAEC is the
gold standard in Philippine air
charter operations when it comes
to COVID response.”
SPEX could not afford a
disruption in the operations of
the Malampaya project, which

supplies power to Luzon, including those used by essential services such as government offices,
hospitals and other health care
institutions. The Department of
Energy thus issued a memorandum allowing energy personnel,
including third party contractors,
to travel and perform their work
in areas covered by the community quarantine to ensure the
unimpeded supply of energy.
INAEC’s
services
for
SPEX required preparations
made long before COVID-19
prompted the lockdown.
In the last quarter of 2019,
INAEC rolled out its work from
home program to help its employees deal with the traffic situation in Metro Manila. As news
about COVID-19 unfolded in
January 2020, INAEC devel-

oped procedures for frequent
handwashing, travel precautions,
physical distancing and health
screening for its personnel and
passengers. INAEC then distributed face masks and alcohol
to all its employees. It also procured disinfectants for its aircraft,
hangars and equipment.
A
general
community
quarantine remains in effect in
Metro Manila. INAEC continues to carry SPEX personnel
to and from its hangar at the
Manila Domestic Airport and
Puerto Princesa, Palawan, at
least two times weekly. Since its
first flight in March, INAEC
has transported 588 passengers
as of June 4, 2020.
INAEC also has hangar
facilities at Clark airport and El
Nido, Palawan. (Maila Banaag)

Aircraft disinfection is one of the safety protocols in place at INAEC; the company procured disinfectants for its aircraft,
hangars and equipment as news about COVID-19 started to spread early this year



CORPORATE SUSTAINABILITY/LIFELONG WELLNESS

Lopezlink June 2020

‘Isang Daan, Isang Pamilya’

‘Pantawid ng Pag-ibig’ gears up for 2nd phase
By Kane Choa

AS Filipino families continue
to struggle with the loss of
jobs, ABS-CBN Foundation
Inc. (AFI) moves to the second
phase of the “Pantawid ng Pagibig” campaign with the aim of
reaching a million families by
the end of August 2020.
With the tagline “Isang
Daan, Isang Pamilya” (“One
Hundred, One Family”), the
second phase of “Pantawid ng
Pag-ibig” aims to encourage
individuals to donate at least

P100 or $2 to feed one family.
“With as little as P100, you
can help feed a family with
rice and a simple viand. If we
can invite other equally able
friends or family members to
do the same, we can save a lot
of people from hunger,” said
Paul Mercado, head of AFI’s
marketing department.
The foundation plans to partner with digitally inclined businesses like financial technol-

ogy companies and ride-hailing
apps that could provide their users the convenience of donating
through mobile gadgets. Initial
partners include GCash, Lazada and HSBC. The foundation
also intends to work with artists, communities, religious and
nonreligious organizations and
other private companies.
With the support of its sponsors and partners, the campaign
of ABS-CBN and AFI which
started in March has raised
over P400 million in cash do-

nations and pledges as of May
31. To date, the project has fed
over 750,000 Filipino families
in the National Capital Region
(NCR) and nearby provinces.
AFI managing director Susan Afan thanked the network
and its many donors.
“Because of ABS-CBN and
its partners working hand in
hand with us, we were able to
scale up and help thousands of
families,” she said.
For more information, visit
www.pantawidngpagibig.com.

Mayors express gratitude
to ABS-CBN, AFI

The first phase of ‘Pantawid ng Pag-ibig’ raised over P400 million in cash
donations and pledges

LOCAL government units
(LGUs) found it challenging to
quickly provide relief to families affected by the quarantine.
That is why several mayors
in Metro Manila and nearby
provinces have expressed their
gratitude to companies that
served as their partners at this
time, including ABS-CBN and
ABS-CBN Foundation Inc.’s
“Pantawid ng Pag-ibig.”
“Private and public partnerships like what ABS-CBN does
are a big help. We don’t know
when this pandemic is going to
end and the government can’t
do it alone,” Valenzuela mayor
Rex Gatchalian said in an interview with “TV Patrol.”
Because of the quarantine
extension, the funds of LGUs

have been greatly affected,
which is why mayors think of
“Pantawid ng Pag-ibig” as an
answer to their problems.
Pasay City mayor Emi Calixto-Rubiano said: “We have a
budget, but it is not enough. That
is why we are so thankful. This is
a great project of ABS-CBN because it can really help the local
government extend its budget.”
As for Maragondon, Cavite
mayor Reynaldo Rillo, ABSCBN’s simple act of giving relief packs is a way to show love
and concern for Filipinos.
Said Malolos, Bulacan mayor
Gilbert Gatchalian: “Thank you,
ABS-CBN, for your ‘Pantawid
ng Pag-ibig’ program that made
our kababayan feel like they are
not alone in this battle.”

EDC completes survey
of 35 native tree species
under DENR program
By Frances Ariola

ENERGY Development Corporation (EDC) has successfully
completed its population survey
of 35 threatened native species
of trees under its BINHI forest
restoration program.
EDC president and chief operating officer Richard Tantoco
said the completion of the target
35 tree species for the population
survey under a partnership with
the Department of Environmental and Natural Resources
(DENR)-Biodiversity Management Bureau “Adopt-A-Wildlife
Species” program is part of the
company’s commitment to protect the environment along with
its efforts to provide uninterrupted clean, renewable power.
EDC accomplished the population survey and data gathering of 10 of the priority native
tree species in its pilot year in
2016, followed by 10 more in
2018 and completed the list in
end-2019.
The 15 trees were kaladis
narig, thick-leaf narig, pinulog,
Mindanao narek, gisok-gisok,
supa, kamatog, itom-itom, malinoag, tangile, yakal, narek, malayakal, piling-liitan and kamagong ponce.
EDC recommended the updating of these species’ conservation status through DENR
and Botanic Garden Conservation International (BGCI),
secretariat of the International

One of the five trees of ‘kanining
peneras’ (‘Aglaia pyriformis’) documented in Mt. Mingan, Nueva Ecija
PHOTO BY: PASTOR MALABRIGO JR.

Union for Conservation of Nature Red List for Tree Species.
EDC is now in the process
of implementing an in situ conservation project for selected
threatened tree species and the
establishment of an arboretum
for all priority species across the
country.
“Our mandate is clear to us—
to keep providing clean, reliable
energy without causing damage
to the environment and to further protect and sustain those
that remain for us to protect for
the current and future generations,” Tantoco said.
Under the BINHI program,
EDC was tapped in May 2019
as the first and sole partner of
BGCI for its Global Tree Assessment program for the conduct of
conservation status assessments
of 800 Philippine endemic tree
species for two years.

Is it safe to get an eye checkup during COVID-19?
By Charizze Henson and Audrey Trinidad
our clinics,” Sta. Rosa explains.
“We decided to change the way
we interact with our patients
and implement stricter protocols to ensure the safety and
well-being of our community.
In response to these challenging times, what we offer now
is beyond eye care—it is safety
and protection at every step.”
Asian Eye and EyeSite
clinics reopened their doors
to patients on May 19, 2020.
However, the clinics currently
accept patients strictly on a byappointment basis only.
“As much as we want to accept walk-in patients, we need
to conduct a health screening
prior to setting their appointments. We are also limiting the

number of patients in our clinic
and have specified that they
can only bring one companion
each,” Sta. Rosa notes.
Seats in waiting areas have
been marked to allow visitors
to maintain the minimum onemeter distance from each other,
while the machines and facilities
in the clinic undergo stringent
cleaning and UV disinfection.
As Asian Eye implements
a low-touch, low-contact clinical environment, patients can
expect to see their doctors and
the rest of the staff wearing the
prescribed personal protection
equipment as well as acrylic
barriers and droplet shields.
While the examinations and
diagnostics remain compre-

hensive, doctors may opt to say
less during consultations and,
instead, speak to patients over
the phone for lengthier explanations or have more written
instructions on prescriptions.
Sta. Rosa stresses: “The
measures we have may seem
very strict, but our goal is to
make sure that the patients and
the medical team feel safe and
have peace of mind, knowing
that we have done all that we
can to limit exposure.”
He adds: “We need the
cooperation of our patients
too. It is important that they
wear a mask during their visit
and follow the protocols we
have in place to keep them
safe. But, most importantly, we

need them to be
honest on their
health condition
declaration.
If
they have any
reason to suspect they have
been exposed to a COVID-19
patient or may be an asymptomatic carrier, we highly recommend that they postpone
their appointment. Unless the
patient has an eye emergency or
urgent eye condition, we have
developed a teleconsultation
service as an alternative.”
Asian Eye also offers an
online delivery system so that
patients can have prescriptions
filled and eye care essentials
delivered to their homes.
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First Balfour holds first digital leadcon
By Dolly Pasia-Ramos

Lifelong Wellness

AS the lockdown restrictions
ease, is it safe to book an appointment with your eye doctor or should you wait a little
longer?
According to chief operating officer Alwin Sta. Rosa,
Asian Eye Institute has put
measures in place to make it
safe to come in for a comprehensive eye checkup.
“The eyes are an entry point
of any virus, that is why everyone is reminded to avoid touching their eyes. Moreover, conjunctivitis (or pinkeye) is a less
common but recognized sign
of COVID-19. Because of this,
Asian Eye has been particularly
vigilant about having stringent
measures implemented in all

BIZ EXCELLENCE

Asian Eye has implemented a lowtouch, low-contact environment
at its clinics
To inquire or set an appointment at Asian Eye or
EyeSite clinics, visit https://
asianeyeinstitute.com/locations/ or https://asianeyeinstitute.com/eyesite/. To avail of
the online delivery service, visit
the Asian Eye Facebook page,
email eyehelp@asianeyeinstitute.com or call 0920-9478874
or 0917-8223753.

OVER 70 First Balfour leaders
attended the first ever digital
leaders conference (leadcon) in
the comfort of their own homes
on April 30, 2020.
Head of human resources
Carlos Salonga opened the
conference by introducing
new executives and first-time
leadcon attendees including T1
Rentals consultant Edmidio
Ramos, major projects division
(MPD) business development
manager Fiorella Fabella, MPD
business development consul-

tant and former First Balfour
management trainee Suzenne
Donovan, MPD finance head
Jennifer Abella and NBAQ4
project director William Stewart.
In his welcome message,
president and chief operating
officer Anthony Fernandez reported that the company, whose
thousands of workers are being
monitored on a regular basis,
remains COVID-19 free.
“We must have some strong
and serious antibodies. Dugong

First Balfour is special,” he said
in jest.
He also mentioned the
company’s community initiatives including the Metrotent
project and ABS-CBN and
ABS-CBN Foundation Inc.’s
“Pantawid ng Pag-ibig” program. Fernandez closed his
speech by pointing out: “There
is a saying, ‘Never waste a good
crisis.’ This crisis is unprecedented in scale and depth.
This will change the way the
world moves and will alter hu-

man behavior. It will change us
and our industry, for sure. So
let’s learn from this, adapt and
overcome. Hopefully, we’re
better coming out of this crisis.”
Return-to-work (RTW)
guidelines were presented by
Salonga, corporate physician
Dr. Rhyan Gallego and environment, safety and health
head Rey Arce. The RTW
team highlighted that once the
enhanced community quarantine is lifted, the company

will be limiting the reentry of
employees only to those whose
functions are mission-critical;
the rest will continue to work
from home.
Their presentation was followed by guidelines moving
forward in terms of commercial
management by department
head Clive Payne.
Leaders were then given
updates on the company’s
financial health by chief financial officer Jonathan Tansengco.
This was followed by a more

comprehensive look at the cash
flow and liquidity management
by head of accounting Ma.
Theresa Villanueva and head of
treasury Ruth Co, respectively.
The last presentations were
division updates from MPD
head Malcolm Lorimer, industrial projects division head
Rey Villar and T1 Rentals
head Levi Dy. Bibi Aquino
of HR also discussed a free
online counseling facility to
ensure employee welfare and
wellness.

Seeds of Hope

‘Community-hood’ means sustainability
By Dulce Festin-Baybay

How do vulnerable communities
survive COVID-19?
When the enhanced community
quarantine (ECQ) was imposed
in many cities and provinces in the
Philippines and people were obliged
to work from home, vulnerable
communities in urban and local areas were the most impacted as many
of them were daily wage earners on
a “no work, no pay” basis.
In the provinces, some of Lopez
Group Foundation Inc.’s (LGFI)
beneficiary communities were affected, including the weavers whose
products LGFI was marketing.
After being apprised of their situation, LGFI president Mercedes
“Cedie” Lopez-Vargas (MLV) sent
seed money for a livelihood project
aligned with the needs of an ECQ
community. Ilonggo international
lifestyle designer and LGFI partner PJ Arañador, together with
Cirila Miranda of the Libon Bag
Weavers Association, started making face masks by hand.
The following is an interview
(by email) with Arañador, known
as the “designer in the bushes” and
for his philosophy of “serving the
vulnerable communities around
the world.”
HOW do you assist the Iloilo
and Guimaras communities as
the designer-partner of LGFI?
There are four major components. First is skills development, which is teaching the artisans to expand their basic skills
into contemporary ways. For
example, using tools to be able
to make the products more easily in fiber stripping, while en-

hancing the high labor component through extensive pattern
design. LGFI’s role is to make
sure what we do is sustainable
and environmentally correct.
The second is design and
product development, which
either starts from scratch or I
give sketches with specs or scale
models for the artisans to follow.
This is my expertise because I go
to the artisans and work with
them side by side, hands-on,
although during this pandemic
we successfully worked digitally.
I constantly collaborate with
LGFI though MLV and [Operations head] Angela Lopez on
new product ideas.
The third is financial literacy,
as many of the women are rural with no idea how to run a
business. I teach them costing
and pricing and require them to
attend trainings especially with
the Department of Trade and
Industry, where I have been a
consultant for many years.
The fourth is values formation, which includes the sense
of loving their work and valuing handicrafts as a source of
income for their families. We
instill in them a sense of commitment, to produce and deliver on time.
How do you train them?
I train them through the
scope [planning] method which
is understanding to whom we
will market the products, then
we reverse the process back to
product development.
MLV feeds us with the market preferences and we inter-

LGFI partner PJ Arañador; Members of the Libon Bag Weavers Association made thousands of face masks by hand
pret them to products. It is not
the usual “photo to prototype”
method in which we produce the
products and look for the market.
We custom-make our creations
with the buyers in mind. MLV
does a lot of product critiques
until we produce what we want.
MLV’s platform is sustainable design-led crafts which is
my advocacy, too. We initiated
training in natural dyes on-site
at the livelihood communities.
MLV and Angela, along with
other expert trainors, joined us.
Where do they source their
materials?
We source our materials locally in Guimaras and Iloilo.
Nothing is imported. We produce slow- fashion products.
We follow the circular fashion
trend where we reuse, reinvent
and innovate what is mundane,
local and biodegradable.
For instance, Cirila Miranda

and her group, the Libon Bag
Weavers Association in Calaya,
Guimaras, were only making
low-value hand- woven pandan bags for freshwater crabs
sold in wet markets. They have
evolved to create well-designed
modern storage bins for ArteFino in Rockwell. We cocreate
products with the hablon and
patadyong fabrics of weavers in
Miag-ao, Iloilo.
How have your and LGFI’s
help impacted their lives?
My modest role is mentorship. With LGFI, we leveled
up community livelihood towards branding we call “Jordan
and Calaya”—the two places in
Guimaras where we started our
work. The impact is the added
value to Filipino crafts much
like those in Italy or France.
We do not seek to lower prices,
but to elevate the market segment for the artisans to see the

overall picture; with that, their
perception of quality in what
they create is refined.
The impact on the communities is rippling to the fiber
farmers, gatherers, strippers,
dyers, weavers, assemblers, sewers, embroiderers, detailers and
marketers.
The impact is not only on
their source of sustainable income but on their awareness
of society as well. During this
lockdown, MLV involved Cirila
and their group as well as Anna
Rodriguez in Sapal, Guimaras to
make upcyled katsa (flour sack)
face masks. Over 5,000 pieces
were given free to indigents
in Guimaras though the local
government units and LGFI. I
clearly remember MLV saying,
“It will be a good learning experience for Cirila and her group.”
It turned out to be correct. LGFI
also helped us in producing per-

sonal protective equipment in
Iloilo that was donated mostly
to public hospitals.
We are now turning handwoven used clothing into sanitizing footbaths as suggested
by Angela. Cirila has made a
prototype and it is ready for
production and marketing.
It is inspiring that Cirila and
her group did everything by
hand without the use of sewing
machines. Perhaps it is her way
of giving back to LGFI because
it helps her with her daughter’s
tuition fee. Perhaps it is her
message to the outside world
from their isolated rural community that we can overcome
life challenges though simple,
innovative ways. We can only
overcome challenges by being resourceful, steadfast and
industrious, thereby providing
seeds of hope to these vulnerable communities.
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Cardo lives!

‘FPJ’s Ang Probinsyano,’ other fave Kapamilya
shows return on cable and satellite TV
By Kane Choa

CARDO Dalisay and other
iconic Kapamilya teleserye characters have returned to TV on
Kapamilya Channel, now available on cable and satellite TV
nationwide.
Kapamilya Channel is
available on SKY (Ch. 8 SD/
Ch.167 HD), Cablelink (Ch.
8), G Sat (Ch. 2) and most
member-cable operators of
Philippine Cable Television

Association (PCTA) nationwide.
While Kapamilya Channel is initially seen by cable and
satellite TV viewers only, ABSCBN will find more ways to
reach more Filipinos and bring
news, public service and entertainment to every Kapamilya
around the world.
Viewers can watch Cardo’s adventures in “FPJ’s Ang

What’s New from CPI

‘Hello Hallyu’ delves into rise
of Korean wave

Probinsyano” starting with a
10-episode recap of the current
season’s story before the new
episodes are released.
Also on weeknights, “A
Soldier’s Heart” continues,
while weekdays unveil the
family drama in “Love Thy
Woman.” The hosts and artists
of “It’s Showtime” and “ASAP
Natin ‘To” come together in live
shows to provide joy, fun and
music.
Jolina Magdangal, Melai
Cantiveros and Karla Estrada pick up their discussions
on “Magandang Buhay” on
weekday mornings, while the
new season of “The Voice
Teens” features talented
teen singers and coaches
Apl.de.ap, Sarah Geronimo,
Bamboo and Lea Salonga on
weekends.

“TV Patrol” continues to
deliver the most relevant news
and information every evening.
Meanwhile, Judy Ann Santos-Agoncillo is seen every Saturday in “Paano Kita Mapasasalamatan,” while Angel Locsin
hosts “Iba ‘Yan” every Sunday.
These public service programs
put the spotlight on stories and
experiences of real people.
“The World of a Married
Couple,” the highest-rating cable Koreanovela, now also airs
on Kapamilya Channel.
The cable and satellite TV
channels that carry Kapamilya
Channel are owned and operated by other companies and
are not covered by the cease
and desist order issued by the
National Telecommunications
Commission to ABS-CBN.

Welcome your favorite Kapamilya shows on Kapamilya
Channel on SKY, Cablelink,

G Sat and most member-cable
operators of PCTA nationwide!

‘Expedition Asia’ explores post-pandemic travel ideas
ABS-CBN Books’ “Hello Hallyu” is the first local fan book on
Korean culture that celebrates Filipinos’ love for all forms of Hallyu or “Korean wave.” It is authored by Aya Villa-Real, the cofounder of FanLive, a company that brings Korean acts to the
country.
Park Bo Gum, EXO, Momoland and Noir, who embody
Hallyu’s artistry, aesthetic and multifaceted branding, are on the
book’s different covers.
ABS-CBN Books created this first-of-its-kind book with
ABS-CBN Events, Nature Republic, Ovation Productions, MLD
Entertainment, KPOPCON, Philippine KPOP Convention and
FanLive. It is available through ABS-CBN Books’ online stores
on the ABS-CBN Books Facebook page, Lazada and Shopee.
Get the newest issues of your favorite magazines at leading
bookstores and magazine stands nationwide. To download, users on Android devices must download the Zinio app from the
Android Market. The app is also available through the iPad App
Store. PC and Mac users can access Zinio at zinio.com. You may
also subscribe to your favorite ABS-CBN Publishing magazines
or purchase current and back issues by logging on to http://store.
abs-cbn.com/categories/Magazines/Current-Issues/.
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TRAVELING may become
more difficult in a post-pandemic world but Ryan Pyle,
host of “Expedition Asia,” a
10-episode travel series which

premiered June 2 on Discovery
Channel on SKY, hopes that
shows like his could fill the void
and offer ideas that may suit the
new normal.

“I hope a TV show like ‘Expedition Asia’ is going to give
people a lot of ideas about what
to do when they can travel again
because expeditions are a great
way to social distance,” Pyle said.
The series will feature
high-powered activities in
Asian countries. Aside from
the Philippines, the show will
feature China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Taiwan, Kyrgyzstan, Thailand, India and
Hong Kong.
“For our Philippines episode, we climbed Mt. Apo
because I had no idea before
I did this series that Mt. Apo

The ABS-CBN Store Finds

Shirts and tumblers to lift UAAP
Support your favorite UAAP school with shirts and tumblers from the UAAP Store! Get these online at www.uaapstore.
com. (Pia de Leon)

was over 3,000 meters high…
It was wonderful and a new
experience for me because previously I’d only known that the
Philippines has beaches and
scuba diving,” Pyle shared.
“Expedition Asia” airs
Tuesdays at 9:50 p.m. on Discovery Channel (Ch. 39 SD/
Ch. 180 HD in Metro Manila,
Rizal, Cavite, Laguna, Bulacan
and Batangas; and Ch. 205
SD/Ch. 720 HD in Baguio,
Bacolod, Iloilo, Cebu, Dumaguete, Davao and Gen. Santos
City for SKYcable subscribers;
and Ch. 28 for SKYdirect via
SKYdirect Select).

