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EVEN as most other companies are
scrambling to mitigate the effects of
the financial crisis on their bottom
lines, things are just starting to heat up
and get brighter over at Energy Development Corporation (EDC).
The newest addition to the Lopez Group of companies, EDC is extremely optimistic about its fortunes
in 2009. Not the least because the
33-year-old company is on the road to

fulfilling the goals it has set for itself:
to be the Philippines’ leading company in renewable energy as well as the
world’s No.1 in geothermal energy.
“Our vision is always to be global,” stresses president and CEO Paul
A. Aquino in an interview at the EDC
headquarters in Taguig. “In the Philippines, we want to be No. 1 in renewable energy. In the world, we want to
be the No. 1 geothermal company.”

EDC started its corporate life as
Philippine National Oil Corporation
(PNOC)-EDC on March 5, 1976.
The company’s main mission was to
wean the country from its dependence
on imported fuels by developing indigenous energy sources, specifically
those that didn’t put a strain on the
earth’s resources.
Turn to page 6

Bantay Bata TV
special wins gold in
NY Festivals ...page 5

EDC’s Mindanao Geothermal Production Field unleashes 106 MW of green energy.

OML: Maging matatag sa 2009

By Carla Paras-Sison

Rockwell Power Plant
Mall’s gift ideas for
Valentine’s Day …page 12

NANINIWALA si Lopez Group
chairman Oscar M. Lopez (OML) na
sa loob ng 80 taon, marami nang krisis
at problemang nalampasan ang grupo
at ang mga problemang hatid ng 2009
ay hindi dapat ikagupo. Ang mga pag-

subok daw ay pagkakataon upang mapamalas ang kahalagahan at katatagan
ng grupo.
“For 2009, I know that our businesses and our people have the relevance and backbone to surmount the
obstacles that stand in our way,” sabi
ni OML sa kanyang pambungad na

talumpati sa mga senior executives ng
grupo noong ika-13 ng Enero.
Inaasahan din ni OML na ang
lahat ng mga kumpanya ay magtutulung-tulong para sa kapakinabangan
ng buong grupo kaysa sa pansariTurn to page 2
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Shareholders approve changes in FPHC bylaws

SHAREHOLDERS of First
Philippine Holdings Corporation (First Holdings) approved
amendments to company bylaws in a special meeting on
January 15.
The amendments, which
were approved by about 57%
of FPHC shareholders, covered the submission of proxies,
additional requirements for
board directors and grounds
for their disqualification.
“Based on the current
economic
environment,
there is a need to further
protect shareholder interests and not to lose sight of
our business mission,” noted
FPHC president and chief

operating officer Elpidio L.
Ibañez.
FPHC vice president Jay
Lopez added that the changes,
which were approved by the
FPHC board in November 2008
and presented to the stockholders during the January meeting,
were instituted to “strengthen
governance at the board level
and prevent persons from entering the board who may destroy
the value in the company.”
Not in business vs. FPHC
The approved amendments
require that a stockholder who
is nominated and elected to the
board be not in business against
FPHC and its subsidiaries and
affiliate companies. Addition-

The Bayan Business team celebrates their ISO 9001:2000 certification

Bayan Business obtains
ISO 9001:2000 certification
BAYAN Business, the corporate solutions arm of Bayan Telecommunications, set
quality benchmarks across
the industry by obtaining
ISO 9001:2000 certification.
“The ISO certification inspires us to continue innovating as we pursue our dynamic
vision for network business
communications,” said Bayan
chief executive consultant
Tunde Fafunwa.
TVU, an ISO-accredited certification body, found
Bayan Business compliant in
the Eight Quality Management Principles that form
ISO 9001:2000, which include leadership, continual
improvement and mutually

beneficial supplier relationship.
“This not only solidifies our position as the leading provider of voice and data
solutions, it also assures our
customers and suppliers that
they can stay competitive with
the help of our world-class
technology,” noted VP Chito
Franco.
The ISO 9001:2000 represents a set of standards formulated by the International Standards Organization, a network
of standards institutes spanning
157 countries. It is the definitive
guide for determining whether
a quality process system can deliver products and services that
meet customer needs. (Freyja
Santos)

ally, a person who has a finding
or a final judgment against him
by the Securities and Exchange
Commission, a court or other
administrative body, a foreign
court or equivalent regulatory
authority is ineligible for nomination.
The person is also disqualified if he is declared
insolvent or has committed
unlawful acts “deemed…prejudicial to the reputation and
interest of FPHC or its subsidiaries or affiliates.”
Also passed was an
amendment extending the

Chairman
and chief executive Oscar
M. Lopez said
in his opening
statement
to
the shareholders that the amendments adopted by the corporation are in
line with the company’s commitment to strengthen good
corporate governance and to
protect the interests and/or
reputation of the corporation.
Meanwhile, the company
will pay semiannual dividends
to shareholders of record on

Feb. 2, 2009. In a disclosure
to the Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE), FPHC said
its board of directors has approved the payout amounting
to a total of P187.5 million.
The company made its first
dividend payment of P95.9M
on its Series “B” Perpetual
Preferred Shares in July last
year.

ERC issues guidelines on
open access, systems loss

THE Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC) has approved a petition for the approval of interim open access
in the Luzon and Visayas
grids.
This means that customers with a monthly average
peak demand of at least 1
MW for the past 12 months
will be able to choose their energy supplier.
The regulator, however,
changed the name of the program to Power Supply Option
Program (PSOP) to distinguish it from the actual open

access and retail competition
of the Electric Power Industry
Reform Act (Epira).
The PSOP will initially
be implemented in Luzon
and is subject to the transfer
of Calaca operations in order
to ensure sufficient capacity.
The transfer of Calaca operations to the winning bidder
and the implementation of
the rules for PSOP operations
are the two conditions for the
enforcement of the program.
On systems loss
Meanwhile, the regulator also announced that it

will impose more stringent
loss caps beginning January
2010.
ERC Resolution No. 17
indicated that the maximum
systems loss rate a utility can
pass on is reduced from 9.5%
to 8.5% for public utilities and
from 14% to 13% for electric
cooperatives.
However, Meralco said
distributors would need
ERC support to meet the
stricter standards. In the
company’s case, it took
about five years to bring
systems loss down from

10.9% in 2002 to 9.7% in
2007, all the while absorbing penalties for not meeting the 9.5% cap. For each
percentage point above the
cap, Meralco is penalized
about P1.8 billion annually.
Projects to reduce line
losses entail capital and operational expenditures. Recently,
ERC deferred Meralco’s rate
adjustment under performance-based regulation. It has
been five and a half years since
the company’s last adjustment.
(Meralco Corporate Communication)

New substation powers Cavite Meralco
recently inaugurated its 230-kV substation in Amadeo,
Cavite which will serve as the major power delivery point
for the province, connecting it directly to power plants and
transmission lines. With an initial capacity of 300 MVA
and operating with a 230kV-115kV power transformer,
the substation aims to lower technical system losses and
avert outages by providing an alternate power source for
the province. Composite photo shows the new facility and
(l-r) Cavite Governor Ayong Maliksi; Meralco chairman
and CEO Manuel M. Lopez; executive vice president and
networks head Ricardo Buencamino; president and COO
Jesus P. Francisco; and board director Cesar Virata leading
the ribbon-cutting ceremony. (Meralco Corporate Communication)

OML...
from page 1

Lopez Group
chairman Oscar
M. Lopez

length of proxy validation
from three days to five.
To strengthen corporate
governance
A total of 58.77% of
shares were represented in
person and by proxy at the
meeting. Benpres Holdings
Corporation, which owns
43% of FPHC, and foreign
institutional investors holding
proxy votes representing 14%
approved the changes. The
Government Service Insurance System (GSIS), which
holds about 2% of FPHC, was
the lone dissenter.

ling interes lamang. Sinabi niya na
ito’y isang “nonnegotiable” at napakahalaga sa patuloy na paglilingkod ng
Lopez Group sa mga nakararaming
stakeholders nito.
“Where our control or survival
is under threat, we must counter that
threat and together place the common good as a priority over individual
interest. We must unite to repel the
common threat,” wika ni OML.

Pag-igihin ang operations
Bukod dito, sinabi ni OML na
upang mapanatili ang suporta ng investors sa mga kumpanya ng grupo, dapat
pag-igihin ang operations at siguruhing
maabot ang lahat ng targets. Halimbawa’y
ang pinuhunan ng First Philippine
Holdings Corporation sa Meralco, ng
First Gen Corporation sa Energy Development Corporation, at ng ABS-CBN
Corporation sa SkyCable Corporation.
Bagama’t mayroong liquidity constraints, kinilala ni OML na
maganda ang quality ng mga assets na

hawak ng Lopez Group at maaaring
kumuha ng partners upang makatulong sa pagtugon ng mga obligasyong
pinansiyal sa taong ito.
Pinaalalahanan ni OML ang lahat
na magtipid kung saan maaari, alamin
kung ano talaga ang mahalaga para sa
kani-kaniyang negosyo at mag-prioritize.
Makapagdadala rin ng oportunidad
“Tighten up on corporate and
individual goal setting and assessment…Set difficult stretch objectives
for yourself and your staff,” sabi ni
OML sa mga executives.

Meralco prexy retires after 37 years of service

Outgoing Meralco president Jesus
P. Francisco.

JESUS P. Francisco will retire
as president and chief operating officer (COO) of Meralco
effective January 31. He will
remain on the board of directors until the next stockholders’ meeting in May, and retain
his positions in Meralco subsidiaries.
Francisco was elected
president by the Meralco board
in June 2001. A double-engineering degree-holder (electrical and mechanical) from the

Jose de Jesus, former MNTC chief,
takes over as Meralco president in
February.

University of the Philippines,
he joined Meralco in 1971 as
a management trainee upon
completing his MBM with
distinction from the Asian Institute of Management (AIM).
He served under four Meralco
presidents in various capacities, becoming executive vice
president and COO in 1998.

Happy and productive years
“I spent many happy and
productive years in Meralco
and now I look forward to
what my retired friends say is
the best that is yet to come,”
says Francisco.
Chairman and CEO
Manuel M. Lopez (MML),
who has worked closely with
Francisco for the past 23 years,
said on behalf of Meralco: “We
are all tremendously grateful
for Chito’s contributions to
the company. His retirement
is well earned and richly deserved.”
The first engineer-president of Meralco, Francisco
steered the company through
some of its most challenging
years, including last year’s controversies with the GSIS. Now,
in addition to pursuing his
community service involvements, Francisco will continue

to work with Meralco as a
consultant. He will also keep
his position in the company’s
management committee and
in several subsidiaries.
Changes
Meanwhile, former Manila North Tollways Corporation president Jose de Jesus
was formally elected as Meralco president during the January 26 board meeting that also
saw him installed as one of
the company’s five new board

members. His appointment
takes effect Feb. 1.
The other directors are
San Miguel Corp.’s Ramon
Ang, Eduardo Cojuangco,
Estelito Mendoza and Aurora
Calderon, who replaced GSIS
president Winston Garcia,
GSIS chairman Bernardino
Abes, Daisy Arce and Jeremy
Parulan. Felipe Alfonso, a Lopez Group nominee to the previous year’s board, also stepped
down as Meralco director.

MML said that with the
new changes, Meralco stakeholders can expect the same
high level of management expertise that Meralco provides.
“I am sure that many in the
business community view these
changes as a positive development since the new members
of the board bring with them a
wealth of experience in ensuring the continued strength and
viability of Meralco.” (Meralco
Corporate Communication)

Benpres internationally recognized
for corporate governance
BENPRES Holdings Corporation was honored as “One of the Best in Corporate Governance, Philippines” at The Asset Asian Awards
in Hong Kong. Benpres received honorable
mention ranking, alongside PLDT and Ayala
Land.
The Asset found corporate governance
practices in Benpres at par with the best Philippine companies. The top five places went to
Manila Water, SM Investments, Ayala Corporation, Globe Telecom and BPI.
The Asset Corporate Governance Awards
2008 covered 10 regions, resulting in 54 awardees: China (11), Hong Kong (8), Taiwan (5),
Thailand (5), South Korea (3), Malaysia (3),
Philippines (8), India (3), Indonesia (4) and
Singapore (4). (CPS)

Benpres chief financial officer Salvador G. Tirona (2nd
from left) holds Benpres’s award as “One of the Best in
Corporate Governance, Philippines.” With him are
members of the Benpres team (l-r) compliance officer
Atty. Ma. Amina Amado, public relations senior manager Carla Paras-Sison and accounting senior manager
Milani Caimol. Not in photo is finance senior manager
Cybele Regalado.

AEI researches win anew in confab

FPIC gets PQA recognition First Philippine Industrial Corporation (FPIC) won the Philippine Quality Award (PQA) Recognition for Proficiency in Quality Management (Level 2) on its first try.
Its continuing participation in the Lopez Oscars served as inspiration to apply for the PQA. The award was
established by the government in 1998 as the Philippine version of the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality
Award of the United States. Only 31 companies have so far been recognized by the PQA, including First Sumiden Circuits Inc. Photo shows FPIC’s Galo Garde, Jojo Raule and Ana del Rosario (4th, 3rd and 2nd from
right) receiving the award from President Arroyo (center) and Trade and Industry Sec. Peter Favila (4th from
left) in Malacañang. Amb. Cesar Bautista (3rd from left), cochair of the National Competitiveness Council
and FPHC director, and Edgar Chua (rightmost), chair of the Shell Companies in the Philippines, represented
FPIC shareholders FPHC and Shell Petroleum Co. Ltd. (UK), respectively.

PROMOS & OFFERS

Umaasa si OML na ang krisis
pinansiyal na nararamdaman ng buong mundo ay makapagdadala rin ng
magagandang oportunidad para sa
mga malikhain at nag-iisip ng mga
kakaiba at bagong mga solusyon. Mahalaga rin na maging mabilis sa pagtugon sa mga pagbabago sa larangan
ng ekonomiya at negosyo.
At higit pa: Dapat ay makipagtalastasan, magbahagi ng impormasyon
at makipag-network upang matulungan ang lahat na maprotektahan at
mapaangat ang grupo.



Lowest
NDD rates
with BWL
Best Value
plan

Subscribe to bayanWIRELESS landline’s P499 Basic Wireless plan and,
for as low as P17 a day, make unlimited calls to landlines within the
same area code. The plan also offers
unlimited Bayan-to-Bayan texts.
The P699 Best Value plan, on the
other hand, offers the lowest NDD
rates at P6.25/min to cellphones,
P4.50 to other landlines nation-

wide, and the lowest IDD rates for
as low as $0.10/min. The plan covers
all the Basic Wireless plan features,
plus caller ID, call waiting, threeway calling, call forwarding, speed
dialing and security PIN. For more
info, visit www.bayan.com.ph/.
(Freyja Santos)

Pay your Globe bill
at Bayad Center,
win cool gadgets

CIS Bayad Center Inc. and Globe
Telecom are giving away cool gadgets until March 9, 2009 to lucky
Globe mobile, landline and internet subscribers who pay their bills

ASIAN Eye Institute (AEI)
was recognized once again in
the 2008 Residents Research
Paper Contest of the Philippine Academy of Ophthalmologists.
Dr. Robert Ang, Dr.
Karen Reyes and Dr. Jo Anne
Hernandez won first place in
the technical research category
for their work on EpiLASIK,
the latest procedure in laser
refractive surgery. Dr. Edgar
Leuenberger, Dr. Janet Ong-

at any Bayad Center branch nationwide (except BDO On-Site and
SM Payment Center). Subscribers
will get a raffle entry upon payment of their Globe bills at Bayad
Center branches. Payments made
from Jan. 1-31 will be included in
the Feb. 9 draw, while Feb. 1-28
payments will be included in the
March 9 draw.

Fifteen winners will be drawn
every month until March, with one
winner taking home an Asus laptop, and the 14 others getting one
LGKU cellphone each. For more
information, visit your favorite
Bayad Center outlet. (Joel Aurellano)

keko-Perez and Dr. Christine
Angela Sy also won for their
research on the Ahmed glaucoma valve (AGV) implant,
a procedure used in treating
glaucoma when traditional
filtration surgery is not possible.
Both studies were conducted with the support of
AEI, which aims to advance
the science and practice of
ophthalmology in the country
and in Asia.

Triple treat from
‘s
Power Block

Power Block combines SkyBroadband with SkyCable Gold and SkyVoice Plan 100 in one subscription
rate. Enjoy the fastest cable internet
connection, front row seats to choice
programs on cable TV, and free 100
minutes of IDD calls to the US and
Canada every month!
Get the best deal in broadband
internet, cable TV and IDD service
in the country. Monthly subscription rates stand at P5,999 for Plan
12 mbps and P3,999 for Plan 6
mbps.

Did you miss an issue of LopezLink? Access our archives at www.benpres-holdings.com/disclose.asp!

AEI first participated in
the contest in 2006. In last year’s
contest,Dr.Leuenberger,Dr.Jose
League and Dr. Jonathan Rivera
won first place with their study
on the effect of facedown body
massage on intraocular pressure.
Dr. Harvey Uy and Dr. Michelle
Lingao also won second place
for their research on the effects
of two ophthalmic viscoelastic
devices on the corneal endothelium after phacoemulsification.
(Sheila Sochayseng)

Free cable TV,
DigiBox
New and reconnect residential customers in Metro Manila
who sign up for SkyCable’s postpaid
basic cable TV packs will receive
one month free, plus a DigiBox!
Subscribe to Sunvision, SkyCable
Silver, Gold or Platinum plans by
March 31, 2009, pay the initial fee
of P2,000 and enjoy your free onemonth subscription and DigiBox.
For more info, contact the 24/7
customer service hotline at 6310000 or text 0917-6310000 or
0918-8631000. (Arlene Torres)
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Leaders fail to communicate on crisis, survey shows
The economic
crisis is an opportunity for
business leaders to build
a reputation
with
their
employees,
Sarah McAdams says
in this article excerpted
from ragan.com.

UP to 71% of American workers think
their company’s leadership should be
communicating more about the economic crisis, a recent study by Weber
Shandwick revealed. Indeed, 54%
have not heard from company leaders
at all on the impact of the crisis on
their organizations.
That number is even more striking
considering that 70% of those employees believe the current economic crisis
will have a negative impact this 2009.
Tellingly, of those whose leaders
had discussed the financial situation
at work, 86% say that senior executives were seen as “believable” and
“trustworthy” sources on the topic.
“This is a great opportunity for
business leaders to build reputation
with a key audience—employees,
who are the prism for their company’s
credibility in the marketplace,”

said Micho Spring, chair of Weber
Shandwick’s US corporate practice.
“By reassuring their employees,
business leaders also have a unique
opportunity to start rebuilding the
chain of trust in the economy that is
so important to our ability to move
forward from this crisis.”
Even a “no news yet, but we’re
watching closely and will let you know
when we do have news” response is
better than none at all, Spring said.
“It communicates to employees
that you are conscious of their need for
information and your intent to share
information with them.” If not, “the
anxiety will be communicated to customers and other external audiences, as
well as impact overall performance.”

Internal communication is never
more vital than during a crisis; those
companies that will are open with
their workers will be best equipped to
weather the storm.
“It’s during the worst of times
when the cream rises to the top and the
real leaders shine by rolling up their
sleeves and getting in the trenches
with their troops, cheering them on
and relaxing their frayed nerves allaying any fears (at least temporarily) and
keeping the team together as best as
possible,” one communicator said.
Sarah McAdams is a veteran corporate
communication reporter with more than
10 years’ experience under her belt. She also
contributes to national publications in the
US. Email sarah_mcadams@yahoo.com.

At a glance: The Weber Shandwick survey
PUBLIC relations firm Weber
Shandwick’s survey of 514 American workers revealed that:
• 70% of the employees believe the
economic crisis will have a negative impact on their companies in
2009.
• Of those, 26% believe their company will have to lay off employees
and 62% said their company would
have trouble meeting its goals.
• 71% think their company’s
leadership should be commu-

•
•
•

nicating more about the situation.
54% have not heard from company
leaders at all on the impact of the
financial crisis on their company.
74% said that they had heard
colleagues and coworkers talking
about the issue.
Of those who had discussed the
financial crisis at work, 86% say
that senior executives were seen
as “believable” and “trustworthy”
sources on the topic.

What is Twitter?

By Jessica Levco

What are you or your company doing?
Tell friends and coworkers in real time
via Twitter.
IN 2006, Twitter was established as
a free site that lets viewers post and
read updates about friends and family. Writing in 140-character blasts

BIZ CALENDAR

called tweets, people communicate
with one another.
Social media experts say tweeting can generate excitement and, ultimately, business traffic. It can also
let them know what’s going on in the
industry—who’s left one employer
for another, or what firm might be
planning layoffs, for example.

44th Anvil Awards
February 20, 6 p.m. @ EDSA Shangri-La Hotel
Fee: P1,600 (PRSP members); P2,000 (non-members)
Contact Ruth @ 638-0010
Europa Awards 2009: Call for nominations
Deadline: April 8, 5 p.m.
Contact Elaine Garcia-Gatchalian @ 845-1324/
egarcia@eccp.com
The Europa Awards given by the European Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines celebrate the achievements of excellencedriven organizations. Nominations in four categories are now being accepted: Business Excellence Award in Philippine-European
Trade/Investment for a Philippine company; Business Excellence in
European-Philippine Trade/Investment for a European company;
Excellence in Supporting European-Philippine Trade/Investment
Relations; and the Green Award for best environmental practice.
IABC 2009 World Conference
June 7-10, San Francisco, California, USA
Energize your communication programs, enhance your career,
connect with more than 1,600 colleagues from around the
world—and leave your heart in San Francisco. Register online
at www.iabc.com/wc or email conf@iabc.com for details.

Doyle Albee, director of new media
practices at Metzger Associates in

BIZEXCELLENCE

Nielsen: RP tops in
media consumption
THE Philippines came
out on top of a 52-country
Nielsen online study
regarding media habits, specifically usage
across a range of devices, digital media
and videogames.
The Philippines,
which was cited for its
“remarkably high mobile
usage,” led in terms of overall
media consumption.
The Philippines’s media market was described as being “known
for remarkably high mobile usage,
largely because landline penetration is quite small.” It noted high
levels of text messaging and social
networking in the country, with
Friendster getting about a fifth of
its global traffic here.
“While its broadband infrastructure pales in comparison to
other Asian countries, the Philippines compensates somewhat
with a robust market for cafes
that provide Internet access,”
Nielsen said in a statement.
The Philippines was one of
five Asia-Pacific countries in the
top ten, the others being China,

Colorado, said that when a company
first joins Twitter, they should behave as if showing up at a cocktail
party: “Be a little quiet, absorb and
talk to some people.”
Etiquette is crucial… “If three
people are having a conversation
about food, you wouldn’t run up to
them and start shouting about your
new car,” Albee said. “Your Twitter feeds shouldn’t read: Here’s our
new product! Click here!”
What happens if somebody is complaining about your company? Doyle

Vietnam, Malaysia and Thailand. Rounding out the
list were Brazil, the
United Arab Emirates, Pakistan and
Russia.
Nielsen said
the good showing of developing
nations can be explained in several ways.
In emerging economies
where Internet penetration is low,
an online survey will more likely
lure heavy media users, while in
more developed countries with
near-universal Internet access
both casual and heavy media users will be represented.
Another factor… is the
younger average age of online
users. Also, countries with high
piracy problems are also likely
to perform strongly as the survey does not make a distinction
between legal and illegal media
copies.
The survey results indicate
that “the so-called digital divide
between emerging and developed
economies worldwide may not be
that wide after all,” Nielsen said.

said that if you reach out, you can turn
that complaint into a compliment. It’s
important to address the problem and
thank the customer for pointing it out.
Even if companies don’t have a
Tweeter feed, that might not stop
employees from starting their own.
Companies should remind employees not to dish out trade secrets and
financial information, said Bryan
Person, the social media director at
LiveWorld in San Jose, Calif.
Excerpted from ragan.com. Contact Jessica
Levco at jessical@ragan.com.

Biz Excellence goes online!
LOPEZ Group Business Excellence
(BE) will formally launch in February
the Business Excellence Knowledge
Network portal or “BEKNet.” BEKNet
supports the campaign to promote all
BE programs, making information more
accessible to Lopez Group employees.
Aside from the Lopez Achievement
Award and the Oscars, you can access information about other BE programs, such
as Environment, Safety and Health (ESH);
Lopez Group Six Sigma; Investors in People
(IiP); and other standards-based systems.
BEKNet also features Business Excellence Knowledge Cells or K-Cells, which
gather resources aligned with the Baldrige
framework. BEKNet members can access
materials pertaining to leadership; strate-

gic planning; customer and market focus;
measurement, analysis and knowledge
management; workforce focus; process
management; and business results.
Designed as an online library, bulletin board and discussion group, BEKNet
encourages the sharing of materials,
strategies and insights from the awardees
and recipients of the BE programs. BEKNet members can tap the experience of
award-winning teams and help others in
specific areas or topics. Most of the materials will be homegrown, with sections
such as “I Think, I Share” (an interactive forum), “Quality Thoughts” (group
blog), directory and news reports.
The website’s full content is accessible
only to registered members. BEKNet’s

treats

Juday-Ryan win P1M
in ‘KDOND’

JUDY Ann Santos and Ryan Agoncillo recently hit the jackpot and won P1 million in
“Kapamilya Deal or No Deal,” making them the
show’s first millionaires this year. It was a very
intense game for Santos and Agoncillo as only
two amounts were left in play— P75 and the
P4 million jackpot. Finally, the couple accepted
the banker’s offer of P1,000,030 in exchange
for their chosen briefcase, which contained
P75. Who will be the show’s next millionaire?
Don’t miss the excitement in “Kapamilya Deal
or No Deal” hosted by Kris Aquino, weekdays
on ABS-CBN. (Kane Choa)

Directed by Randy
Santiago
and
Quark
Henares, “Parekoy” is
Laugh and cry with
ABS-CBN’s first
Jayson Gainza, Zanjoe
“ k o m e d i s e r y e ,”
Marudo and John Pratts
proof that you
can laugh out loud while crying your heart
out. “Parekoy” are “pa-pabol” Zanjoe Marudo
(Mario), “re-sponsibol” John Pratts (Joseph)
and “ koy-abol” Jayson Gainza (Jess). Will the
macho and homophobic Mario be shocked
to find out his father’s secret? How will Joseph handle being a good brother? Will Jess
be able to overcome being “under de saya”?
Catch the boys of “Parekoy” every day after
“Wowowee,” only on ABS-CBN! (K. Solis)

Asia’s Robin Hood is a
princess

In the Taiwanese
romantic-comedy “Mischievous
Princess,” Jing-er
disguises herself
as a man and
steals money from
rich clans for the benefit of the less fortunate.
She meets Zhu Yun, an emperor pretending
to be a commoner, and Bai Yun Fei, son of
the duke who is tasked to cause unrest in the
empire; the three later need to join forces. But
things are bound to change when the men find
out that Jing-er is also a princess. “Mischievous
Princess” airs at 5:15 p.m., weekdays on ABSCBN’s “Hapon-tastic.” (K. Choa)
THE made-for-TV teen musical entitled
“Kelly, Kelly: Ang Hit na Musical” is aired on
the Knowledge Channel Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 1:20 p.m. and Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 7:40 a.m. until March
2009. KCh is on Channel 42 on SkyCable
and Channel 17 on SunCable. Maja Salvador
is Kelly the prom queen, while Rayver Cruz
is Boom, the shy guy who likes Kelly. They
chat online and eventually meet up. The two
hit it off, but Kelly later becomes turned off
by Boom’s negligence of his hygiene. The Department of Education recommends “Kelly,
Kelly” to high school students, saying that it
conveys values such as self-respect, cleanliness, good manners and proper conduct.



Bagong segment sa ‘Wowowee’!
MAS pinasaya, mas pinagulo
at mas maraming premyo
ang mapanalunan sa bagong
segment ng “Wowowee,” ang
Want More, No More, kung
saan may pagkakataong
manalo ng jeepney, bahay o
P1 million!
Sa pamamagitan ng pagpili ng bayong, dapat makabuo ang contestant ng limang
larawan ng jeepney o anim
na larawan ng bahay o siyam

na larawan ng numerong uno
upang manalo.
Kung dalawang ekis
ang mapili ng contestant,
tatanungin siya kung “want
more” o “no more.” Kung
“want more,” may posibilidad
na madagdagan ang larawan
ng ibang mga premyo. Ngunit
kung mapili at makabuo ang
contestant ng tatlong ekis,
tapos na ang game.
Kung “no more” ang

kanyang piliin, maiuuwi ng
contestant ang cash prize na
una nang nakuha. Dagdag pa
sa excitement ang larawan ng
letrang “W” para sa salitang
“wagi” na kung mapili ay
makakatanggap ng P50,000
ang contestant.
Huwag palampasin ang
“Wowowee” at ang segment
na Want More, No More tuwing tanghali sa ABS-CBN! Contestant and ‘Wowowee’ cohosts look on as Willie
opens the flashcard
(Katherine Solis)

4th MYX Music Awards on Feb. 26

The boys of
‘Parekoy’

‘Kelly, Kelly’ on KCh

exclusive content includes presentations,
training materials, BE program forms,
photos and videos and other resources
to help employees, especially those that
have roles to play in their organization’s
pursuit of business excellence.
To register and create your BEKNet
account, visit www.lopezgroupbeknet.
net. For inquiries, email lgbeknet@lopezgroupbeknet.net. (Bheng R. Rubia)
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Charice

THE biggest names in the
Philippine music industry
will compete in 19 categories in the 4th MYX Music
Awards (MMA), which
will be presented in ABS-

CBN’s Dolphy Theater on
Feb. 26.
After winning four
MMA trophies in 2008,
pop princess Sarah Geronimo leads the pack this year
with seven nominations,
including Favorite Female Artist where she’s up
against Kyla, Rachelle Ann
Go, Regine Velasquez and
Yeng Constantino.
Rock band Sandwich
and ex-Rivermaya vocalist Rico Blanco are close
behind with six and five

nominations, respectively.
Blanco faces off against
balladeers Christian Bautista, Erik Santos, Ogie
Alcasid and Richard Poon
in the Favorite Male Artist
category, while Sandwich
battles 6cyclemind, Callalily, Pupil and Spongecola
for favorite group.
singing
International
sensation Charice is one of
the contenders for Favorite
New Artist, against Blanco,
KC Concepcion, Nancy
Jane and Taken By Cars.

20/20 Excellence Awards:
Striving for excellence

The 20/20 Excellence awardees (back row, l-r): Anne Yosuico, Angelo Valderrama, Claude Vitug,
Isagani de Castro, ABS-CBN president Charo Santos Concio, Francis Toral, Kits Fernandez, Dave
Dizon, Kim Atienza. Front row, l-r: Lester Chavez, Loraine Garcia, Margie Natividad, May
Purificacion, Glenda Gloria, Marites Vitug, Maria Ressa, Cheryl Favila, Winnie Cordero, Yvette
Novenario, Karen Puno. Chi Almario, Anna Rodriguez. Not in photo: Jimmy Encarnacion, Ricky
Carandang, TJ Manotoc, Jimmy Dasal, Jovy Dasal.

ABS-CBN’s news and current
affairs department (NCAD)
named exceptional men and
women who won the 20/20
Excellence
Awards—20
people with 20/20 vision.
The awards recognize people
who exhibit skills, core values,
standards and ethics prized by
the division.
News head Maria Ressa
said, “They are, each and
collectively, inspirational.
If we follow their examples
in 2009, we will reach new
highs.”
The 20/20 Excellence
Awardees are Jimmy Encarnacion, Angelo Valderrama, Kim Atienza, Margie
Natividad, Francis Toral,
Loraine Garcia, Isagani de

Castro, Kits Fernandez,
Yvette Novenario, Ricky
Carandang, Cheryl Favila,
Claude Vitug, TJ Manotoc,
Karen Puno, Winnie Cordero, David Dizon, Jimmy
Dasal, Mary Ann Purificacion, Anne Yosuico and Jovy
Dasal.
The NCAD also conferred leadership awards
on ANC chief operating
officer Glenda Gloria, abscbnNEWS.com managing
editor Marites Vitug, North
America bureau chief Ging
Reyes, and managers Chi
Almario, Lester Chavez and
Anna Rodriguez.
Meanwhile, to encourage
the news group’s zero-tolerance policy against corrup-

tion, 30 people received the
Mahatma Gandhi Award.
They are Charles Tabbu,
Maricar Asprec, Marielle Catbagan, Charie Villa, Albert del
Rosario, Gretchen Malalad,
Michelle Orosa, Gretchen
Fullido, Monique Lachica,
Karen Davila, Nadia Trinidad,
TJ Manotoc, Claude Vitug,
Cillette Liboro-Co, Roeanne
Antonio, Joey Caburnida,
Carmina Reyes, Dennis Gasconia, Roy Medina, Pia Hontiveros, Ina Reformina, Lynda
Jumilla-Abalos, Julie Anne
Cruz, Alvin Laure, Norbert
Calupitan, Edgar Bargaso,
Filemon Rocamora, Ryan
Reancho, Jose Berni Armen
and Rommel Nadura. (Anne
Yosuico)

As in the previous year,
fans’ votes will account
for 60% of the overall
tally while the remaining 40% will come
from artists’ votes.
The voting period is
until Feb. 24. Tune in
to MYX on Skycable
Channel 23 and log
on to MYX.TV for
updates on the MYX
Music Awards 2009!

Sarah Geronimo

‘Bantay Bata’ special
cops Gold World Medal

ABS-CBN wins 4
medals in NY Festivals

ABS-CBN took home
four medals in the prestigious 2009 New
York Festivals, the
most by a single
TV station in the
country this year.
the
Leading
winners are Bantay
Bata 163’s 10th anniHosts Boy Abunda and Kris versary special, which
Aquino won a Silver World
won the Gold World
Medal for ‘Boy & Kris’
Medal for Best Variety
Special, and Korina Sanchez’s investigative report
on substandard glutathione food supplements,
which took a Silver World Medal.
Bantay Bata’s 10th anniversary special was
produced by the ABS-CBN Special Projects
Group (SPG) headed by Chit Guerrero. The SPG
is behind ABS-CBN’s grand special events, like
the Miss Earth pageants and “Dolphy at 80.”
Also making an impression among the judges at
the New York Festivals were Silver World Medalists “Boy & Kris” for the Talk/Interview category
and “Lastikman” for the Action/Adventure category.
“Kung Fu Kids,” “Wowowee” and “Rated K,” meanwhile,
were awarded with finalist certificates for Children’s
Program, Family Program, and Magazine Format,
respectively. Sanchez, ABS-CBN’s chief correspondent and “Bandila” news anchor, also received a finalist certificate in the Best News Reporter category.
The New York Festivals International Television
Programming and Promotion Awards is on its 49th
year of recognizing “the world’s best work” in news,
documentary, information, entertainment programming, music videos, infomercials, promotion spots,
opening and IDs. (Kane Choa)
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EXECUTIVE

How geothermal
energy works

EDC... from page 1

EDC MILESTONES

THE year 2007 has been described as the year of
EDC’s rebirth. The
company— a rg uably
one of the good things
that came out of martial
law—has always held the
leadership position in the
country’s quest for “selfsufficiency in power” and
is now going global in a big way.
1976
Philippine National Oil Corporation-Energy Development
Corporation (PNOC-EDC) is
established as a wholly owned
subsidiary of the Philippine National Oil Company on March 5.

1983



By Carla Paras-Sison

L-R: VP for technical services Manuel Ogena; SVP & VP for
environmental and external relations Agnes de Jesus; VP for admin services Atty. Michael Medado and VP for power generation
Danilo Catigtig

THERE are two main methods of utilizing geothermal
energy: through direct heat usage and electricity generation.
Direct heat usage, the simplest and most commonly
used form, exploits wells deep into the earth with water
pipelines. The hot water is used for melting ice on the
road or maintaining the heating system in residential
areas. Generating electricity with geothermal energy is
similar to the direct use method, but the temperature requirement is a lot higher (> 150 degrees C), so that the
steam can push the turbine to produce electricity.
How does heat from the core of the earth become
electricity that powers our lives?
Pipes are sunk into holes up to three kilometers
deep in order to reach the geothermal steam from the
reservoir. Geothermal fluids and steam surge upwards
through the production well and pass through a separator; from here, the hot steam is diverted to the scrubbers
and strainers, while the geothermal fluids are returned to
the reservoir through the use of injection wells.
The steam is “cleaned” until it is as much as 99%
pure. Next destination: the giant turbine at the power
plant. Powered by the surging steam, the turbine runs the
generator that produces electricity.
Additional steam from the turbine is converted into
liquid using a condenser, cooled in the cooling tower and
then released into a discharge tank before it is returned
underground through the reinjection well. Meanwhile,
the electricity produced by the generator is “converted
into usable forms” of 220 volts or 110 volts through the
transformer.
The converted power reaches consumers in their
homes, offices and everywhere else via the transmission
lines. (Source: Joel Gaborni)
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“The country in 1973 suffered when the
first oil embargo came,” Aquino recalls. “At the
time, the government decided that we had to
look for some other way of producing electricity other than importing oil. This company used
to have many divisions, it had uranium, oil and
gas, coal, and alcogas divisions back then.”
Guided by volcanologist Arturo Alcaraz, acknowledged as the father of geothermal energy in the Philippines, the company
eventually focused on generating electricity
from geothermal steam.
Nonstop exploration
The initial venture into geothermal
kicked off EDC’s nonstop exploration that
produced five geothermal operating fields.
Since 1983, the Leyte Geothermal Production Field (LGPF) has produced more than
80,750 Gwh of steam after a little over two
decades of operations, equivalent to at least
145 million barrels of imported fuel and savings of $4.5 billion for the country.
Now, in addition to the LGPF, EDC has
existing projects in Negros Oriental, Negros
Occidental, North Cotabato and Albay-Sorsogon. Explorations in several other locations
are expected to beef up its geothermal capacity by several hundred megawatts more.
Geothermal energy is clean, renewable
and provides a long-term, continuous solution
to our dependence on imported fuels, which
contribute to global warming, thus the descriptive term “green.” No fossil fuel is burned
in a boiler nor is harmful exhaust produced in
order to generate the steam to run the turbine
for electricity. The earth serves as the boiler in
geothermal projects where steam flows from
natural reservoirs three kilometers below the
ground. This means the use of geothermal
power contributes to reducing the carbon
emissions that harm the environment.
Geothermal energy may be produced
only in the areas where the resources can be

T h e
11 2 . 5M W
To n gonan
1 geothermal
product i o n
field in Leyte and the 112.5-MW
Palinpinon 1 geothermal production field in Negros Oriental are
commissioned.
1985
PNOC-EDC exports its geothermal expertise to Japan for the
first time.

1990
The 110-MW Bacman 1 geothermal production field in Bicol
is commissioned.
1993
PNOC-EDC receives the Outstanding Corporate Environmental Program award from the
Personnel Management Association of the Philippines.
1995
The 80-MW Palinpinon 2 in Negros Oriental is commissioned to
serve Cebu.
1996
The commercial operation of the
200-MW Leyte-Cebu geothermal power plants marks EDC’s

EDC’s highly skilled scientists and technicians work
together to harness green
energy in the company’s
sites all over the country.

found, thus, it cannot be loaded in a tanker like
oil. Being site specific, it must first be converted
into electricity where it is found. This is why
there are long transmission lines and submarine cables to connect geothermal resource to
the areas with power demand like the Leyte
geothermal power house which supplies the
high demand of Luzon and Cebu. However,
the dollars that are otherwise needed to procure
imported fuels mean savings can be funneled
instead for other more urgent social needs.
Long-term and reliable
Geothermal energy is a long-term and
reliable energy option. It is classified by DOE
as renewable energy. Geothermal reservoirs are
continuously recharged by water stored by forests and through the reinjection of separated
waters from spent steam from the power plant.
This enables geothermal power plants to run as
baseload plants operating 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. As early as 1983, the government
knew that to sustain the geothermal operation,
it was important to protect the forest cover in
geothermal areas to keep the reservoir productive. This is why EDC has one of the country’s
most effective forest protection programs.
The world’s first ever geothermal field is
in Larderello, Italy commissioned in 1904 or
105 years ago and is still operational today.
The 105-year-old field serves one million
households and produces 5,000 gigawatts.
In the Philippines, the 1,199 MW currently produced by EDC accounts for 60%
of the country’s geothermal capacity, with
Chevron’s 772MW making up the balance.
With 1,970 MW total, the Philippines is
second only to the United States in terms of
generating capacity.
According to Aquino, the search for
geothermal starts with checking the target
area for surface manifestations in the form of
mud springs, hot springs or fumaroles.
“It gives you an idea that there’s something boiling below. Then you do a magnetotelluric study; you’re talking here of between
entry into the power generation
business through the Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) scheme.
1997
The 440-MW Leyte-Luzon
geothermal power plants in
Leyte, the 40-MW Bacman 2
geothermal production field in
Bicol and the 52-MW Mindanao
1 geothermal production field
in North Cotabato are commissioned. PNOC-EDC also starts
exporting its drilling services to
Indonesia.
1999
The 54-MW Mindanao 2 geothermal production field in North
Cotabato in commissioned.

$100,000 and $150,000. Your magnetotelluric study might indicate that there
might be altered fluids below the ground
which bears geothermal. It doesn’t say there is,
it says there might be. So now, you’ll do your
first well, which will be very, very expensive because you’ll have to build a road to go to that
area. So that first well will cost you about $7
million. The second well is, of course, cheaper
because you already built the roads.
“Then, when you hit the first well, it will
only tell you ‘yes, there is,’ and now you have
to decide how big. That’s the crucial decision.
It could mean at least two more additional
wells to delineate the boundaries of the resource. By this time you have already spent
about $15M just to know how big and what
the chemical makeup of the fluid is.”
It’s only at this point, Aquino says, that
the other requirements for the complete feasibility can be done.
“And by that time, after spending $15M,
you find out that it’s not sustainable. You’re
dead. We’ve made lots of mistakes in the past,
but you have to learn from them. I used to
insist that there should be better data until I
remembered that we’re dealing with nature,
our business is tied in with nature. That’s
why our environmental management is very
strong in the company, because of that. We
owe our business to Mother Earth.”
‘Balik-biyaya’
Overall, a minimum of five years is needed to
get a well production field up and running. In
EDC’s case, it took 20 years before it was able
to tap the geothermal reserves of Mt. Apo in
Mindanao, partly because of a tug-of-war between government on one hand and environmentalists and other oppositors on the other.
The Mt. Apo experience of EDC helped
the government develop the parameters for
social acceptability of projects. EDC developed its own brand of CSR way back in 1987.
Even as the fashion then was philanthropy and
dole out, EDC installed more sustainable and

PNOC-EDC exports its drilling
services to Papua New Guinea.
2001
The Pollution Control Association of
the Philippines confers the Mother
Nature award on PNOC-EDC.
2003
The company receives the “Excellence in Ecology and Economy”
(E3) award from the Philippine
Chamber of Commerce Inc.
2005
PNOC-EDC is honored by the
Italian geothermal industry in
Florence, Italy for its 30 years of
outstanding contribution to geothermal energy development in
the Philippines.

meaningful benefits for communities. It believed it should give back to the communities
which host its production fields through a program called Balik-Biyaya, or “giving back the
bounties and benefits of nature to the society.”
Today, host communities equivalent to
18,000 households continue to benefit from
Balik-Biyaya’s programs focusing on education, health, livelihood and the environment.
The youth enjoy college scholarship grants
and free miscellaneous fees, while their
school facilities are upgraded and teachers
are trained; their elders, on the other hand,
attend adult literacy and skills development
for livelihood. The goal is to raise their capacity to generate resources for their basic needs
to improve their quality of life, without depending so much on government as EDC is
operating in mountain areas.
For the community in general, BalikBiyaya offers free medical, dental and surgical missions; improves the barangay health
centers; trains health workers; gives seminars
on values formation, leadership, and oral
and written communications; and organizes
community residents into farmers’ associations that can run their own livelihoods and
decide on socio-political activities. EDC has
done CSR since 1987 or 4 years after it commissioned its first projects in 1983.
Almost two dozen awards for contributions to community and environment development attest to the fact that for EDC,
there’s much more to doing business than
maintaining a robust bottom line.
Priority projects
This year, EDC has pinpointed several
priority projects and tasks to be accomplished
as part of its business expansion. First, to bid
for three National Power Corp. power plants
which will be put on the block in mid-2009,
and to which it is currently supplying steam,
namely Palinpinon, Tongonan and Bacman.

2006
The handover of the 130-MW Upper Mahiao power plant in Leyte
marks PNOC-EDC’s entry into
power plant operation. PNOCEDC shares are listed in the Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE).
2007

The 49-MW Northern Negros
geothermal power plant in Bago

Second, to pay off loans worth 12 billion yen
also by midyear. Third and fourth on the list
are the completion of two projects in Nasulo
and Tanawon.
The company is also beefing up the capacity of the 112-MW Pantabangan-Masiway plant in Nueva Ecija to enable it to start
producing 122MW within the year, in addition to developing new geothermal fields.
And, of course, plans to conquer the global
arena will start in Indonesia, where EDC is
undertaking preliminary surveys.
“Preliminary surveys are contracts with
the local governments to do studies on a
particular geothermal site,” Aquino explains.
“Once you get that contract, it gives you the
right of first refusal to do something in that
area, we won’t need to look elsewhere.”
On the right track
Aquino concedes that despite its strong finances, the debt market would be “very, very
tight” for EDC this year in view of what he
calls an “unprecedented” financial meltdown.
“Our equity is bigger than our debt, so
we have a very big headroom for borrowing. However, lenders, I think, are lendingshy right now and this will be so for the rest
of 2009. The propensity to lend is not there.
That’s the No. 1 risk that we’re facing, finding
somewhere we could borrow funds.”
Overall, thanks to prudent spending,
the company remains in good financial position to meet the challenges of 2009. With
income and cash flow already assured by its
power purchase agreements or PPAs, controlled spending, and an extensively trained
and professional workforce pulling together,
EDC is on track to achieve its grand vision.
As Aquino himself observed in his
yearly report: “We have operational excellence, world-class manpower, robust financial
health, and a clear-cut strategy to attain our
new vision. The future is teeming with prospects and we will maximize the growth factor.”

City, Negros Occidental is commissioned, while in Leyte, the
company marks the handover of
the 232-MW Malitbog, 180-MW
Mahanagdong A and B, and 51MW Optimization power plants.
It becomes a subsidiary of Red
Vulcan Holdings Corp., a wholly
owned subsidiary of First Gen
Corp., and receives the PSE Bull
Run award for being the Most
Outstanding IPO in 2006.
Also, the company is recognized by the Institute of Corporate Directors for being one of
the 20 top-ranked companies in
the 2007 Corporate Governance
Scorecard.

2008
PNOC-EDC
changes
its
name to Energy
Development
Corporation (EDC) and introduces
its new logo. Then, it acquires 60%
of First Gen Hydro Power Corp.,
operator of the 112-MW Pantabangan-Masiway
hydroelectric
power complex in Nueva Ecija.
It is also featured in the 2008
World Expo in Zaragoza, Spain
as one of the Philippines’ 10 best
practices in water and sustainable
development.
The nationwide reforestation
project Binhi is launched.

PAUL A. Aquino, president of Energy Development Corporation (EDC) since 2004, oversaw the
company’s successful privatization. This included
EDC’s initial public offering in December 2006 and
the purchase of First Gen Corporation of a controlling stake in November 2007.
A professional manager and former stockbroker
appointed by government, Aquino reduced EDC’s
manpower count from 4,000 to 2,700 and instituted changes to prepare the company for a
smooth turnover to private hands.
“When we started here, I observed that
the company was too inward-looking. It had
too many inward-looking policies, such

Paul A. Aquino:

‘Be outward-looking’
that only those who rose from the ranks could take on
leadership roles. I knew that had to be changed and I
believe that in five years, I’ve changed that attitude,
or at least it’s been 70% to 80% changed,” he says.
The company suffered a big jolt when three employees were killed by New People’s Army members
and Aquino considered that as a turning point.
Prime mover
“I am the prime mover of looking outward. To
maintain operations, you can’t be an island. You must
look at all stakeholders and I started changing company policies to be outward-looking,” he says.
Aquino, who turns 66 this month and describes
himself as a “sexy senior citizen,” believes younger executives will have to take over to achieve EDC’s vision of
becoming the top geothermal company in the world.
“We’ve set the company on this road. My job is to
push toward this direction and ensure that the young
ones will focus on the vision and take over. I see myself
now more as a coach, rather than the one carrying the
torch and this is just being practical,” Aquino says.
At the forefront
He is particularly proud of EDC’s being able to export geothermal technology and being at the forefront
of renewable energy initiatives in the Philippines.
As a manager, Aquino empowers his people but asks

spotlight:

Binhi

A brainchild of EDC chair Oscar
M. Lopez, Binhi: A Greening
Legacy is one of the projects committed by the Lopez Group to the
Clinton Global Initiative in Hong
Kong. The P405-million project
was launched in December 2008
and will be implemented for a period of 10 years.
Binhi is the Filipino word for
embryo or seed. The project’s icon
is the seed of the tindalo, which
represents the prime, endangered
Philippine trees that Binhi aims
to proliferate and protect.
One of Binhi’s primary targets
is to educate the public about the

for results. He won’t ask for details but is more concerned
about the end results and how they were achieved.
“I want you to show results, but I also want to
know how you achieved them because the end doesn’t
justify the means. So, if you tell me you did it, I also
want to know how. For example, if your objective was
to take care of the mayor, I don’t want you kill him,”
he explains.
Not only for profit
He also considers EDC to have come into a new
wave of governance that not only considers the main
stakeholder—which is the company and the shareholders—but also all other stakeholders involved in its
progress. This includes employees, customers and the
communities in which the power plants operate.
“There is a point when you will ask, ‘Is the company in existence for the benefit of society? What is
your contribution to society? What is your reason for
being?’ It can’t only be for profit, but you must be a real
boon to society,” says Aquino.
And it all goes back to being outward-looking, or
looking outside the company for purpose, for talent
and for help. All too aware that no man is an island,
Aquino is busy opening minds and focusing eyes on
all stakeholders, and how they can help the company
be at its best and achieve its goals.

importance of planting trees, es- inside EDC’s geothermal reservapecially those that are precious to tion areas.
sustainable development.
Lastly, the “tree for leisure”
Binhi’s flagship program, “tree component is intended to provide
for the future,” aims to establish a recreation and study sites for local
tree park in each of the 81 prov- communities, while preserving
inces and in selected cities and the natural beauty and ambiance
schools using prime endangered of the forest’s protection zone.
species.
The “tree for
life” component
aims to address
ecological problems by establishing
protection
forests, while the
“tree for food”
component aims
to hasten revegetation of denuded
forestlands and Three generations of Lopezes at Binhi launch: EDC and
provide a source Lopez Group chairman Oscar M. Lopez, First Gas presiof livelihood for dent Federico R. Lopez and son Robert, and First Holdings
the farmers living VP Benjamin R. Lopez and son Joaquin.
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CSR: Impact in stories and numbers

REPORTING on corporate
social responsibility’s (CSR)
impact is a challenge, not just
for the Lopez Group, but also
for others involved in this type
of initiative.
After reviewing more than
100 CSR reports of leading
companies worldwide, Global
Reporting Initiative and CSR
Asia found that “almost no
companies are measuring their
community impact.”
What most reports have
are inputs – or what the company puts in (e.g. money, volunteer time, etc) and outputs
– or what was accomplished
(e.g. how many scholars are
sent to school). But reports
on impact, or the difference
the results make in the lives of
the stakeholders (e.g. student’s
increased retention) are few.
Measuring impact
Richard Welford of CSR
Asia presented in the last Asian
CSR Forum a simple scorecard
that helps measure CSR’s impact in the community and
business. The scorecard starts
with a column on CSR activ-

BAYAN ACADEMY
CALENDAR

THE following certificate
training programs will
be conducted at the 2/F
Cinderella Bldg., EDSA,
Quezon City from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.:
Strategic Planning and
Budgeting Series
Boot Camp Series for
Second Liners
Feb. 3-4; 10-11; 17-18;
24-27, 2009
Effective Human
Resource Management
Getting More Power Out
of Your People
Feb. 5-6, 2009
Needs Assessment and
Social Marketing
Feb. 12-13, 2009
Community-Based Social
Enterprise Development
Social Entrepreneurs in
the Forefront of Area,
Industry and Sectoral
Transformation
Feb. 19-20, 2009
Finance for All
A Better Understanding
of Finance for Non-Finance Practitioners
Feb. 26-27, 2009
Registration fee is P2,000
per participant per day.
For more info, contact KC
Villanueva at 920-5203 or
at mcesvillanueva@yahoo.
com.

ity, inputs, outputs and then
impacts (see the scorecard at
http://www.lbg-online.net)
The first step in measuring
impact is to answer the question, “What are you trying to
achieve?” The goals set should
be in response to the needs of
the stakeholders, both internal
and external. What impacts
do your stakeholders want?
Stakeholders in the business side keep an eye on impacts such as how CSR helps

reduce company risk, develop
employee skills through volunteerism, enhance reputation among consumers, and
increase public trust.
Stories and numbers
In the community side,
stakeholders would look at impacts on how a problem is reduced, how capacities are built,
and what the improvements in
social or environmental conditions are. These impacts may
be harder to quantify than the

business benefits, but to be understood by all stakeholders, it
is advisable to report in both
stories and numbers.
At a time when donors and
investors are more scrutinizing
on where to place their funds,
companies and foundations
should seriously start churning out reports that measure
CSR’s return on investment,
both in the business and the
community. (Vanessa Suquila,
Dulce-Festin-Baybay)

‘Entrep Eskwela’ educates
micro entrepreneurs
SIX years ago, Lucena City
resident Nerissa Ano owned
a small piggery in her backyard. To expand her business,
she borrowed P5,000 from
ABS-CBN Bayan as additional start-up capital for
a buy-and-sell venture. Several years later, she was able
to open a store in the city’s
public market.
“Our clients are empowered because they are given
the chance not only to earn,
but to change their lives. We
boost their entrepreneurial
spirit and encourage them to
expand their income potentials,” said Eduardo Morato
Jr., ABS-CBN Bayan Foundation president.

Today, Ano’s businesses
have a network of loyal customers. She is now venturing
into an environment-friendly
enterprise—a junk shop. Ano’s
business expansion is among
thousands of Bayan Foundation success stories. However,
there is still a need to provide
the foundation’s clients with
the skills and business knowhow necessary to excel in a
competitive environment.
This is why the foundation
created the Grassroots Entrepreneurship Management
(GEM) program, also known
as “Entrep Eskwela.” “Entrep
Eskwela” teaches participants
important facets of entrepreneurship, including self-mas-

‘Entrep Eskwela’ encourages micro entrepreneurs to
expand their income potentials

AFI UPDATES

tery, environment mastery
and enterprise mastery.
ABS-CBN Bayan Foundation aims to reach 120,000
micro entrepreneurs through
their partners all over the
country. By 2012, it envisions
to serve two million micro
entrepreneurs. To do this,
the foundation is training the
trainors of other social development institutions so that
they can also teach entrepreneurship to their beneficiaries.
For more info, contact
410-3453, email infoabscbnbayan@gmail.com or visit
w w w.abs-cbnbayanfoundation.com. (Diane Año)

UPDATES

KCFI chief keynotes
leadership confab

Knowledge Channel Foundation Inc. (KCFI) president
and executive director Rina Lopez-Bautista delivered the
keynote address at the 49th National Rizal Youth Leadership Institute Conference in Baguio City.
Lopez-Bautista shared the challenges she faced in
bringing Knowledge Channel (KCh) to as many as 2.9
million students. With KCh in almost 2,000 public schools
nationwide, from Itbayat, Batanes to Sitangkay, Tawi-Tawi,
National Achievement Test scores have increased, especially in schools where KCh shows were viewed regularly.
She also urged the conference participants to “live not just
for (yourselves) and (your) families, but to live to serve others,” quoting Rizal: “A life that is not dedicated to a noble
purpose is just like a stone that is not going to be part of a
beautiful edifice.”

80 Manila schools to get KCh

Eighty public elementary schools in the Greater Manila
Area will soon be connected to KCh through the Lopez
Group’s “80 Schools for 80 Years” project. The first turnover ceremony for “80 Schools for 80 Years” was held at the
Maximo Estrella Elementary School (MEES) in Makati in
December, when a TV set connected to KCh was officially
given to the school. Photo shows Lopez-Bautista (5th from
left) with Rep. Teodoro Locsin Jr. (leftmost), Rep. Abigail
Binay (2nd from right), Coun. Erwin Binay (rightmost) and
school administrators and DepEd representatives.

Shared advocacies that bind

SYNERGY in corporate social responsibility (CSR) was
evident in the partnership
between First Philippine Industrial Corporation (FPIC),
the Don Senen Gabaldon
Foundation and the Meralco
Management and Leadership Development Center
(MMLDC) Foundation Inc.
FPIC and the Gabaldon
Foundation
sponsored
a
workshop in MMLDC for 70

teachers from selected Batangas public schools. MMLDC’s
resource persons facilitated
the courses, while its extensive
grounds were used for the
activity. The endeavor proved
that much can be achieved
through collaboration.
MMLDC, which is committed to promote its advocacies in technical excellence,
quality management, environmental stewardship and

From daycare
center to quality
institution

First envisioned as a daycare center for the children of ABS-CBN
employees in 1997, ABS-CBN Children’s Center has transformed into a
Department of Education-accredited institution for nursery and primary school students.
“Our students could compete in the big
schools,” said school administrator Maricar Estole.
With a maximum teacher-student ratio of 1:15, the
children are assured of one-on-one supervision.
The competitive education offered by the center is
reflected in the 98% passing rate of the students in

ethical leadership, works with
companies and organizations
for their CSR programs. It
provides a host of learning solutions, from program/training design, implementation
and evaluation.
For inquiries, contact
Vivien Arnobit, director for
MMLDC academic services,
at mvcarnobit@merlaco.com.
ph, 632-8111 loc. 307 or visit
www.mmldc.org.

Makati raises funds for
‘Sagip Kapamilya’

Kids with teacher Maricar

schools such as Ateneo, La Salle and Xavier.
ABS-CBN Children’s Center is open to the
public and now accepts new enrollees. They also
offer violin and gymnastics classes. For inquiries,
visit the school at 12 Borromeo St., Brgy. South
Triangle, Quezon City, call 374-5150 or email
Faizza_Tanggol@abs-cbn.com. (Faizza Tanggol)

For the third time, the city of Makati chose Sagip
Kapamilya to be the beneficiary of its fundraising
drive held during the annual New Year countdown.
Booths were set up at the venue to accept donations
in cash and in kind. In exchange, donors were given
party favors and a raffle ticket for a chance to become
the first millionaire of 2009. The countdown showcased performances by local artists such as Brownman Revival, the Bloomfields and Silent Sanctuary,
and was capped by a fireworks show. At the end
of the event, the donations had reached P485,000,
which was immediately turned over to Sagip Kapamilya head Tina Monzon-Palma. (Cecille Zipagan)

ONGOINGS

@Lopez Museum

Exploring notions of access in ‘Keeping the Faith’ exhibit

THE exhibit showcases works of installation
artist Kiri Dalena, filmmakers Egay Navarro
and Rica Concepcion, and sculptor Agnes
Arellano alongside masterpieces by Juan
Luna and Felix Resurreccion Hidalgo, National Artists Vicente Manansala, J Elizalde
Navarro and Benedicto Cabrera, and Jose
Tence Ruiz and Danilo Dalena in Keeping
the Faith: Acts of Mediation.
T h e
c o n t e m porar y
artists
w e r e
c ho s en
f o r
“ keep‘Barricade, book of slogans, erased
ing the
slogans and isolation room’: Installation f a i t h ”
art by Kiri Dalena
or persevering in art practice, as well as in sustaining
personal and shared advocacies. “They have all
demonstrated an unyielding propensity to pursue work in a field that is often associated with
difficulty and the absence of short-term gain.
On top of this, the kind of art that they do (especially Navarro and Concepcion) is outside
the purview of the market and focus on the
search for alternative views and methodologies,” said curator Eileen Legaspi-Ramirez.

SPECIAL

‘Artist as Storyteller,
Amorsolo as Co-author’
exhibit

The exhibit presents a survey of
the results of Fernando Amorsolo’s collaboration with early 20th century Filipino writereditors featuring selected illustrations from the
first Tagalog novel of Iñigo Regalado, Madaling Araw (1909), Severino Reyes’ first Tagalog
novel Parusa ng Diyos (1911), Camilo Osias’
Philippine Readers (1924) and Lope K. Santos’
comic strip Ganito Pala sa Maynila (1920-24).
The exhibit also includes works by Ikoy
Ricio, who created sculptures and paintings
based on Amorsolo’s illustrations for Philippine Readers.
The exhibit is part of the Amorsolo Retrospective project, which aims to take another look
at the country’s first National Artist through a
multi-venue exhibition of his finest works.

Artist Talk on Feb. 21

Agnes Arellano and art critic/historian Dr.
Alice Guillermo engage one another in conversation about art and other matters in Artists
in Conversation
on Feb.
21, 2009
(S a tu rd ay),
from 2
p.m. to 4
p.m. Fee
is P120
Agnes Arellano in front of her
installation piece ‘Angel of Death and per person.
Bronze Bullets’

feature

Book donation

T h e
Lopez
Librar y
recently
received
a donation of
books
f r o m
Mr. and
Mercy Servida of the Lopez LIbrary
M r s . receiving the donation of Mr. and Mrs.
W i l - William Hernandez of Guam
l i a m
Hernandez of Guam. “Our Islands and Their
People as Seen with Camera and Pencil,” published in New York by N.D. Thompson in
1899, embraces perfect photographic and
descriptive representations of the people and
the islands lately acquired by the US from
Spain, including Hawaii and the Philippines.
The book has an introduction by Maj. Gen.
Joseph Wheeler, with special descriptive
matter and narratives by author and war correspondent Jose de Olivares. Hernandez, the
curator of the Museum of the Archdiocese
of Agana, visited the museum last year and
viewed the exhibition The Sum of Its Parts.
Both exhibits will run until Apr. 4, 2009.
The Lopez Memorial Museum is at the ground
floor, Benpres Building, Exchange Road corner
Meralco Avenue, Pasig City. Museum days and
hours are Mondays to Saturdays, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,
except Sundays and holidays. For more information, call 631-2417 or email admin@lopezmuseum.org.
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NOSTALGIA

Those who cannot remember the past are condemned
to repeat it.— George Santayana

Feb. 13, 1960
- Lopez Mu-

seum is founded by
Eugenio “Iñing”
Lopez Sr. in honor
of his parents,
Benito Lopez
and Presentacion
Hofileña. The
museum is built to
provide scholars
and students access
LMM Bldg. in Pasay, 1960 to his personal
collections of rare books, maps, periodicals,
paintings and other artifacts.
Feb. 24, 1957 - Iñing buys Alto Broadcasting and Bolinao Electronics from Judge
Antonio Quirino for P700,000. The purchase
brings with it the radio station DZAQ and
the franchise of Channel 3, the first TV station in the country. Eugenio “Geny” Lopez
Jr. combines ABS and CBN into ABS-CBN.
Feb. 28, 1986 - Geny Lopez arrives in Manila
from self
-exile.
Source:
Mercy
Servida,
head librarian, Lopez
Memorial
Museum
Library
Geny Lopez (left) and Serge Osmeña

Year of the Golden Ox

Your fortune in the
By Zenaida Seva

THE Year of the Golden Ox is considered an auspicious time for those
willing to work hard and take on big
and heavy responsibilities. This year
is hardly a time for fun and games,
but a time when the serious fulfillment of duties and commitments
brings ample earthly rewards.
How fares each zodiac sign in the
Year of the Golden Ox?
RAT (1924, 1936, 1948, 1960,
1972, 1984, 1996)
Opportunities abound for making
money and forming new relationships.
You gain a clearer perspective of your
priorities, both in your personal and
professional life. Inadvisable to begin
a new enterprise, but projects already
in the pipeline see the light of day.
OX (1925, 1937, 1949, 1961,
1973, 1985, 1997)
Though this is your year, expect
no dramatic improvement in your
finances. Expect, instead, slow and
steady accumulation of resources.
Preserve capital and keep your assets
liquid. Place your money only in the
safest financial instruments. You’ll
be popular—socially. Politically?

TIGER (1926, 1938, 1950,
1962, 1974, 1986, 1998)
Buckle up and hold tight. This
year promises a bumpy ride. Summon your courage, for which you’re
famous, to combat frustrations—and
possible depression. The year’s pace
may be too ponderous for your gungho persona. Scolding won’t help.
Secret enemies lie in wait for you to
make a mistake. Patience!
RABBIT (1927, 1939, 1951,
1963, 1975, 1987, 1999)
A pleasant, hassle-free time.
There won’t be highlights to remember about this year, but no lows to
regret, either. A positive time for
forming friendships and joining
organizations. You get tremendous
psychological reward helping others to serve a cause bigger than your
personal concerns.
DRAGON (1928, 1940, 1952,
1964, 1976, 1988, 2000)
Career advancement is paramount
but you can’t execute the lightning
moves you like. You’re forced to
rein in your exuberant nature and
tremendous energy. Slow down. You
need time to shift strategy. Use your
creative genius to turn routine into

play, long enough to hold your attention so you can finish your tasks.
SNAKE (1929, 1941, 1953,
1965, 1977, 1989, 2001)
A banner year for you when you
can rush in where angels fear to
tread. You can take bold steps into
the unknown and emerge victorious
against all odds. Luck is on your side
in personal or professional relationships. The way is clear: you achieve
all you set out to accomplish.
HORSE (1930, 1942, 1954,
1966, 1978, 1990, 2002)
Hidden sources of revenue, maybe
a second job or a thriving business in
the underground economy keep you
afloat now. You’ll be brimming with
ideas on how to use “other people’s
money” to keep doing business—in
a legit way, of course. You gain from
insurance, inheritance, a tax rebate or
payment from winning a legal contest. You live by your wits. And how!
SHEEP (1931, 1943, 1955,
1967, 1979, 1991, 2003)
Stand firm now. Never waver in
the face of obstacles strewn across
your path in overt challenge by
those who openly block your efforts
to advance professionally, socially

or politically. Take extra care of
your health. The stress from doing battle with your foes can
bring illness, accidents and
financial loss. If you can work
alone, you will emerge from this
period stronger—and wealthier!
MONKEY (1932, 1944, 1956,
1968, 1980, 1992, 2004)
A lucky time since you “advance”
in the ways you desire. You’ll be
recognized in your profession and
be popular with the public. Your
social life will be super active and
sparkling. Money will be plentiful
and easy to earn. Of course, you can
spend it just as quickly as you make
it. Your health may suffer from the
hectic schedule you’ll have to keep.
You’ll count a full night’s sleep as
rare and elusive.
ROOSTER (1933, 1945, 1957,
1969, 1981, 1993, 2005)
First, there’s your luck in love,
romance, amusements, entertainment and light-hearted matters
other zodiac signs may not so readily enjoy this year. Career matters
move forward, too. Travel will be
lucky. And, new ideas and projects
will finally get off the ground.

DOG
(1934,
1946,
1958,
1970, 1982, 1994, 2006)
Issues related to the home and family require your utmost attention now.
You may remodel your home, change
your address, and even relocate to another country. But to do any of these,
you need the consensus of your family.
Relations with parents and children
change. Business goes on—but just so.
PIG (1935, 1947, 1959, 1971,
1983, 1995, 2007)
A good time to repair and firm
up your relationship with brothers,
sisters, cousins, relatives, neighbors
and “classmates.” Love and romance
may suffer stress, but a breakup is
not imminent. You have an extraordinary talent for making money, so
this should not be a problem now.
You will always have a lot.
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‘09 SMPs to
start Feb. 2
TWO new activities will be added to
the 2009 lineup of Stress Management
Programs (SMPs) this year, the Lopez
Lifelong Wellness team said.
Starting Feb. 2, employees can take
up belly dancing, and Krav Maga, a
military hand-to-hand combat system
developed in Israel. The current lineup
also includes ballroom dancing and
meditation/yoga fitness.
Ballroom dancing and Krav Maga
sessions are scheduled on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays, while belly
dancing and meditation/yoga fitness
sessions are on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
For more info, contact the Lifelong
Wellness secretariat at tel. nos. 4496171 or 634-3715.

L

Have a (healthy)
CHANGES in lifestyle, overconsumption of food
and lack of exercise have helped contribute to the incidence of heart disease. But setting a few goals with
your heart
health as the priority can
keep your
ticker in tip-top shape.
Exercise more. Not
only does exercise bump
up your energy level, it also
can keep your cholesterol
down and your heart
working quite well.
Remember
the
heart is a muscle,
and just like the
rest of our muscles, it
needs to get a workout.

Eat right. Certain foods have the required nutrients
and vitamins needed to ensure arteries are clog free.
Stick to small amounts of red wine, nuts and dark
chocolate that can be a beneficial part of your diet.
Stay hydrated. Water is needed for a balanced diet.
Your body can function well when fully hydrated, helping your heart to pump at its full capacity.
Minimize how often you eat out. When you do the
cooking, you are completely in charge of what is put in
your food. If possible, limit the number of times you eat
out each week or order lighter meals.
Visit your family doctor or a specialist. Whether
or not you suspect your heart health is in the best shape,
it can’t hurt to ask your doctor if there is a specialized
health plan for you or your family based on lifestyle and
family history. (Excerpted from www.eHow.com)

Financial wellness

ove yourself financially

By Susan Ariola

ONE sees different expressions of love from people of
all walks of life. Examples
are giving of flowers, going
to fine-dining restaurants,
etc. It seems that love is now
commercialized as prices soar
with the demand for romantic
expression.
For me, the best way
to show love to others is to
love yourself first. Why? It
is because it is impossible to
love others if you do not love
yourself.
How do you love yourself?
There are many ways. But we

will discuss an area that is
always neglected—personal
financial love. I am not saying
we should love money, but we
should love ourselves to the
point that we should take
care of our money, so that
in the future our money can
take care of us and the ones
we love.
As author/motivational
speaker Francis Kong said,
“Money is not everything,
but it sure is close to oxygen.”
Here are some suggestions on
how to love ourselves financially in the month of hearts:
• Get flowers from the garden instead of the flower

•
•

•
•

shop, it is more romantic.
If you do not have a garden,
look for a friend who has
one.
Celebrate just before or
after Valentine’s Day. It is
much cheaper and will save
you lot of money.
If you’re dating on Valentine’s Day, go to parks and
enjoy the scenic view. Most
parks are open to the public.
Go to 168 Mall to buy
gifts.
Instead of dining out,
why not make it dinner
by candlelight at home? It
is also romantic and less

stressful as a lot of
fine-dining restaurants
are jam-packed; one
might just end up
dining in a fast
food joint on that
day.
• Give the best gift—a book
that teaches proper personal financial management.
As the proverb goes, “Give
a man a fish and you feed
him for a day. Teach a man
how to fish and you feed
him for a lifetime.”
As the global crisis is not
yet over, the best antidote
is still preparation through
financial literacy. As another

saying
goes,
“ I n
c r isis ,
there
is opportunity.”
I feel I am
lucky to
get hold
of the
book titled “Kaya
M o ,
Pinoy!— 12
Steps to Build Wealth on Any
Income” by Alvin Tabanag,
RFP. The timing was perfect
and this, for me, is the solution to our current situation.
I now have the opportunity
to love myself and others
more through financial education.
For more info about the
book, email the author at sunshinephme1958@yahoo.com or
text 0928-4783305.

Childhood blindness is preventable
CH I L D HOOD
bl indness
around
the world
is caused
by various conditions, from
corneal scarring in Africa
and poorer countries in Asia,
to cataracts and glaucoma
elsewhere. In Southeast Asia,
refractive
errors—which
include the most common
eye problems like nearsightedness, farsightedness and
astigmatism—are the main
cause of avoidable childhood
blindness.
In the Philippines, poor
nutrition is one of the leading

causes of preventable blindness among children.
As parents, you have a vital role in ensuring that your
child gets all the nutrition
he needs, especially Vitamin
A. Be vigilant about telltale
signs that indicate your child
needs to have an eye exam.
Take your child to a pediatric ophthalmologist if he
holds the book close to his
face or asks you to hold it
close when you read to him;
squints or closes his eye or
tilts his head to see better;
avoids activities that require
him to look close, such as
playing board games, or look
far, such as softball; com-

plains of recurring headaches
or tired eyes; looks as if he
is overly sensitive to light;
appears to be cross-eyed; is
excessively clumsy; performs
below his potential; or rubs
his eyes repeatedly.
Asian Eye Institute offers
comprehensive
diagnoses,
treatment and management
of the various types of pediatric eye diseases, as well as
problems related to alignment
and movement of the eyes for
children and adults. For more
info, call 898-2020 or 09188982020, log on to www.
asianeyeinstitute.com
or
email eyehelp@asianeyeinstitute.com. (Sheila Sochayseng)

Meralco Chess’ first move Meralco Chess Club

made its first move of the year by holding the Cabrido Memorial
Simultaneous Match in memory of the late National Master Victor
Cabrido, a former Meralco employee and one of the pillars of Meralco
and Philippine chess. The guest chess master for the event was NM
Mirabeu Maga, a two-time RP Olympian, who played against
14 players, including Central Luzon champion Paul Casiano and
Cavite champion Pet Gonzales. NM Maga, a chess instructor in
Milo Checkmate, scored 13 wins and one draw (against Jay Dicen
of Security). For more photos and chess news, log on to meralcochess.
blogspot.com. (Raul Sol Cruz)

calendar

FEBRUARY
1: ‘Takbong May Yabang’
sa UP Diliman, UP
Academic Oval, 4.4km/
8.8km, 5 a.m. Reg. fee:
P250.
For the
benefit
of the
Yabang
Pinoy
programs
and
events
in UP
Diliman. Call Yabang Pinoy
advocate Faith Pagulayan
@ 0906-3013557 or email
debbie2bme@yahoo.com,
fjpagulayan@up.edu.ph,
uptakbongmayyabang@
gmail.com
1: Speedo Aquathlon
Series, Philsports
Complex, Pasig City,
950m swim-3km bike, 7
a.m. Reg. fee: P700 (until
Jan. 31); P800 (onsite).
Only 80 participants will
be accepted. For more info,
contact Triathlon Association of the Philippines @
710-8259 or Rick Reyes @
0916-5046513.
8: Run For Your Heart
2009, Cebu Doctors’
University Hospital
Gymnasium, 5k/10k, 6
a.m. For more details, email
runforyourheart@gmail.com
15: Run Manila ‘09:
Power Run, SM Mall of
Asia, CCP and PICC Complexes and Roxas Blvd.,
5k/10k/15k. Call Mx
Sports & Events Capital @
584-0683/0920-9703585
15: 10K ‘Paa-Bilisan’
Road Race Series, Rajah
Sulaiman Park, Roxas
Blvd. A Botak project.
Call 925-1743/415-5548, or
email botaknet_01@botak.
com.ph.
21: Walk the Talk, Hacienda Escudero, Quezon.
Contact Rico de Manzana
@ 449-6122.
Participants
must register
with their respective HR
departments. Companies
are advised to provide a
list of their participating
employees for accommodation in the shuttle service.
22: RUNew (Asian Hospital), 5k/10k/ 15k, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig.
Call Rio dela Cruz @ 09063143807.

Don’t keep the good news to yourself. Pass on your copy of LopezLink! For your comments and suggestions, please text 02-382-0139 (Bayan Wireless Landline).

Sudoku

Maglaro tayo ng Sudoku, ang bagong libangan ng
bayan! Ayusin lamang ang mga numero simula 1
hanggang 9 para ang bawat numero ay minsan lang
magagamit sa bawat row, column at kahon.






Very Easy
Easy
Medium
Hard

Answer to Dec.-Jan. puzzle
Solution, tips and computer program available at www.
sudoku.com

Photographing
paradise
THE first of
this year’s three
Batanes photo safaris with Mandy
Navasero starts
on Feb. 20
The four-day
itinerary
starts
with a tour of the capital, Basco. This includes a
trip to Rocky Beach or Chadpidan, which offers
a view of the pasturelands of the Ivatan, and a
lecture on Batanes history and culture by a Philippine Information Agency (PIA) representative.
The next day is a tour of Sabtang Island, 30
minutes by faluwa, a motorized banca, from
Basco. The island is characterized by steep mountains, deep canyons and intermittent white sand
beaches. The tour also includes a visit to Chavayan town, the site of the restored ivatan house
of the Mandy Navasero Batanes Batch 2007,
which raised P264,000 from the exhibit-sale of
its Batanes photographs. This will be capped by a
lecture at the San Vicente de Ferrer Cathedral.
Day 3 is a tour of Batan Main, which includes a ride to “Marlboro Country” and its
breathtaking panoramic view, Naidi Hills and
Sungsung Ruins.
Day 4 is the party’s return to Manila.
Fee of P23,000 is all-inclusive. Accommodation is at the Batanes Seaside Lodge and Restaurant, with land and boat transport and two tourist
guides. Also, join the Holy Week Bohol photo
safari on April 7-11! For more info, call 899-1767
or email mandynavasero@yahoo.com.
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THE year 2009 is only a few days old, but
the optimism with which people usually greet
the beginning of a new year seems to have
dissipated quickly amidst talks of financial
and political crises, meltdowns and bailouts.
But some positives are glimpsed by astrologer Zenaida Seva, who observes that
“even the Depression of the 1930s brought
positive change in the markets and allowed
the progress that brought the world the prosperity and standard of living many now enjoy.” In fact, the Great Depression produced
more millionaires than any other period in American history because
people worked hard and started getting busy.
It may have been said in jest, but it may be true that the Philippines will be largely insulated from the adverse effects of the crisis
because when you’re a bottom dweller, there’s nowhere to go but up.
Some sectors will be harder hit than others, to be sure, and this will
have a sort of domino effect on supposedly crisis-proof industries
and occupations. Regardless, more belt tightening is in store for all
of us, a little more frugality and care, and it’s up we go in the Year of
the Ox.
As for the Lopez Group, we’re keeping positive and keeping the
faith that by standing firm together, the different companies will
remain relevant in these times of turmoil.
As chairman Oscar M. Lopez (OML) declared in his first speech
to the group’s executives this year, “our businesses and our people
have the relevance and backbone to surmount the obstacles that
stand in our way.” He also stressed that opportunities abound for
those who ride on the crest of the changes and come up with fast,
creative and workable solutions to problems that will crop up at this
particular period.
ooOoo
Why are Landbank and other GFIs selling their Meralco shares?
What will SMC’s entry into the company mean for the employees?—Liza
Meralco’s vice president for corporate communication, Elpi
Cuna, says: “It would be speculative to answer why the GFIs, notably GSIS and Landbank, sold their Meralco shares. We have no
authority nor can we speak on their behalf. News reports, however,
stated that government needs to pump prime the economy this year
given the gloomy global economic forecast.
“On SMC’s entry, Meralco, in a reply to the column of Jojo Robles which was published in Manila Standard last November, said
and we quote, ‘We would like to state for the record that SMC’s

Dear Rosie

purchase of the GSIS’ stake in Meralco is a welcome development.
SMC is a reputable company with an outstanding business track
record and the people behind the company are known to have sound
management principles and good customer relations. Having people
from the SMC management as part of any future set of Meralco
board of directors will definitely be a boost to Meralco and its customers.’
“I am also certain that employees of Meralco, who are known for
their high level of professionalism and outstanding work ethic, will
continue the high level of service they provide their customers. They
are also reassured of continuous employment. Meralco will always
be here to serve the country and its people, a task it has been doing
for 105 years. It is a company that has been known for ‘Service with
Integrity’ and what we in Meralco call ‘malasakit.’”
ooOoo
Where can I buy a copy of the Passing the Torch book? Also, do
employees get a discount?—KV
According to Jay Lopez, all those interested to get copies of
Passing the Torch can get in touch with Nicole Palanca of FPHC
corporate communications at 449-6053 or acpalanca@fphc.com.
ooOoo
Is it true that Piolo will team up with KC for a soap? And Angel
and Sam? I hope you can reveal the details soon!—Nico
ABS-CBN vice president for corporate communications Bong
Osorio confirms that KC and Piolo will definitely do “Lovers in
Paris.” Angel and Sam, meanwhile, will star with Diether Ocampo
in “Buhay ng Buhay Ko.” Watch for more details soon!
ooOoo
Can you suggest a budget trip abroad? I’d like to take my 11-yearold daughter on her first trip out of the country, preferably still in
Asia just for a start. Thanks!—Irene
Griffin Sierra offers a package to Bangkok for less than $300
until March. Please see our story on this page!
If you have questions, comments, opinions, suggestions and reactions about
anything and everything about the Lopez Group, please send them to Dear Rosie
through email DearRosie@benpres-holdings.com or send text to bayanWIRELESS
landline number 02-3820139 (for Globe, add
2963 + 02 +3820139).

travelGRIFFIN SIERRA RECOMMENDS
Have a break in

Bangkok!
FROM misty mountaintops to
glittering cityscapes, Thailand
is known the world over for
carefree escapism in a grand and
timeless manner. Backpackers
and nature lovers will be thrilled
with the endless choices for awesome natural scenery and fascinating beaches. Amid breathtaking landscapes, temples may
be found throughout the land,
serving as historical avatars and
unforgettable vantage points.
If more serene pursuits are
your thing, Thailand is tops when
it comes to total pampering and
relaxation. Many health resorts
and spas utilize the integrated
concept of Eastern healing and
Western science.

For another type
of adventure, meals
in
Thailand
are
as colorful
as its heritage. Thai
cuisine is known for its merry
marriage of flavors that result in
a full-blown adventure for the
taste buds.
As an all-time favorite
shopping jaunt, Thailand is
also known for its unrivalled
mix of products at attractive
prices that put the fun back
in shopping. From megabrand
stores to the local specialty

The awesome temples and statues of Bangkok, one of the
world’s best cities.

shops, the place
offers a range of shopping
destinations.
Reputed as one of the best
cities in the world, Thailand’s
capital, Bangkok, is a booming metropolis with old-world
charms. The city is a one-ofa-kind destination for culture,
business, fashion, education
and entertainment. Filled with
festivals all year round, locals

and tourists find something to
celebrate every season.
Griffin-Sierra offers a 3D/2N
Bangkok package for $214++ until
March 29, 2009. Includes roundtrip economy class ticket, hotel accommodations with breakfast and
round-trip transfers between airport
and hotel. For more info, call Jacqui
of Griffin Sierra Travel Inc. at tel.
no. 898-2451 or email sierra@info.
com.ph. (Pauline Cala-or)
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What’s new

By Sheila Quieta

from ABS-CBN Publishing this February
Moving forward with Kristine

METRO boasts a new look on its 20th anniversary. Kristine Hermosa is on our cover and relates a time of transition in her life. Metro
also offers helpful tips for readers—check out Styling Smart for style
tips and In The Metro for dining and entertainment tips. We will
also begin presenting a hot list of 20 every month. To kick things
off, behold our 20 Women of Now—smart and sophisticated females
who embody the exciting times we’re in. This year too heralds the
birth of new sections such as Fit In, where we present ways to boost
your confidence by developing a better body. This Is It, meanwhile,
gives you features that deal with sex, love and life.

‘StarStudio’ falls in love with Kris

Cover girl Kris Aquino, whose birthday falls on Valentine’s Day,
tells StarStudio what life with husband James Yap is like and how
they make their marriage work. The couple also appears in a fashion
editorial wearing their collection of Custo Barcelona shirts. Kris
also shares fashion and makeup tips, photos of her family’s trip to
Macau—and more!—in our 23-page feature. We also have stories on
Jericho Rosales, Cristine Reyes, and Pops Fernandez, who discusses
her onstage reunion with ex-husband Martin Nievera.

All-new ‘Chalk’

Your favorite college magazine is getting a fab new makeover for 2009!
Pick up Chalk’s February issue featuring a new masthead, new fashion and beauty sections, and so much more! But don’t worry, Chalk’s

still got all
the features
that prove
college never
looked this
good! Read
up on gorgeous makeup trends to
try for that
upcoming
Va lent i ne ’s
date, and find
out how you
can raid your
guy’s closet
to come up
with looks that are just perfect for you. Check out our list of hot,
stylish couples, including Sanya Smith and John Joe Joseph, Karen
Pamintuan and Brent Javier, Raphael Kiefer and Patty Ortega, and
more. Plus, find out what young achievers Enchong Dee and Shaina
Magdayao are smiling about!
Get the newest issues of your favorite magazines at leading bookstores
and magazine stands nationwide. Exclusive to Lopez Group employees
within Metro Manila, use your office address and get a full year subscription discount up to 50% off cover price. For inquiries, call ABS-CBN
Publishing Inc. at 455-9434.

ROCKWELL POWER PLANT FINDS

Gift ideas that spread the
By Lisa Gomez
LOOKING for the perfect gift for your
loved ones? With Power Plant Mall’s
newest stores, you will never run out
of Valentine’s gift
ideas!
Chocolate Schu
Bar
Pass by Chocolate
Schu Bar and get
your lady something
she will surely love.
Shu Uemura
Choose
from a wide
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variety of shoes of different colors, shapes and
sizes and your lady will fall head
over heels in love with you all over
again!
Accessory Lab
All women love jewelry, whether
it’s a gorgeous neckpiece, an elegant
bracelet or a fabulous handbag. You
will find these and more in Accessory
Lab. Shop here and show your lady
how much she really means to you!

Boo Chanco / Danny Gozo
Rosan Cruz
John Rojo (Bayan)
Arlene Torres (SkyCable)
Sheila Quieta (ABS-CBN Publishing)
Vienn Tionglico (Rockwell)
Vanessa Suquila (LGFI)
Lucy Torres (Tel. 449-2468)
Mousetrap Publishing
LopezLink is published by Benpres PR Group
4/F Benpres Bldg., Ortigas, Pasig City
Telefax: 633-3520
For feedback, please email
rcruz@benpres.com.ph

Available online at www.benpres-holdings.com

Giordano Concepts
Men are often the givers
during this season but
Giordano Concepts will
be a sure hit for couples
who love shopping together. This new shop
offers men and women a
variety of comfortable and
fashionable clothing.
Jurlique
Embrace your natural
beauty and give your skin

love

a treat with Jurlique’s wide range of
nature-friendly and unique skincare
products.
Royce’ Chocolates
For those who like everything sweet and
traditional, Royce’ Chocolates is perfect
for you! Give your loved ones—and
yourself, too—a box or two. Bestsellers
are the Nama chocolate, Potatochip
chocolate, Nutty Bar chocolate, Baton cookies, chocolate wafers and
Pure chocolate.
Cibo
Those who can’t leave the young ones
at home on Valentine’s Day won’t
have a problem because of the new
Cibo Bimbi at the kids area. You’ll
never go wrong with Cibo’s fine
menu. Dine freely while your kids
enjoy Kidz Station or Powerville fun
rides a few steps away.

A hearty affair
THERE will be a Valentine fair on
Feb. 9-15 with flowers, sweet treats
(Baker’s Dozen will be back!)
and soothing serenades galore.
Bring your loved ones and
show them how much they
mean to you! For more info,
call Power Plant Mall at 8981702 or log on to powerplantmall.multiply.com.

