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PACO Market in Manila
is looking more and more
like its old self. The streets
are cleaner and the stalls
seem to be better managed.
Best of all, the estero
behind the market is no
longer the smelly, stagnant, garbage-filled place
it used to be, but a cleaner,
stench-free, slowly recovering aquatic habitat. This
is thanks to the united
efforts of Kapit Bisig
Para sa Ilog Pasig (KBPIP), local and national
government
agencies,
various nongovernment
organizations (NGOs),
and private volunteers.
A history of culture and
recent abuse
When it was built
in 1911, Paco Market
was a bustling hub of
commerce and culture.
However, as the years
passed, the structure was
neglected. People began
to throw their trash into
Estero de Paco, heedless
of the growing piles of
garbage already clogging
the once-sparkling waters. Shanties sprung up
along its banks, further
aggravating the problem.
It came to a point when
you could practically walk
on top of the garbage that
had built up in the estero;
so much of it was in there
that there was hardly any
room for water.
Estero de Paco flowed
(or used to flow, anyway)
directly into the Pasig
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At the budget conference

What does the Lopez
Group stand for?
By Carla Paras-Sison

We’ll miss you Over a thousand Meralco employees trooped to headquarters on January 17 and tearfully bid goodbye to company chairman Manuel M. Lopez (MML), appointed by President Aquino as the
Philippine Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Japan. MML left for his Tokyo post that same
afternoon.

FPSC inaugurates Building 2,
unveils test facility

LOPEZ Group chairman
Manuel M. Lopez (MML)
challenged top executives to
think “group” and ponder the
meaning of being part of the
Lopez Group, even as they
chart strategic directions for
their respective companies.
Speaking at the five-year strategic planning and annual budget
conference on December 9, 2010
in Rockwell Center, MML said,
“The changing environment and
the increased expectations from
the whole Lopez Group, which
in the eyes of all our publics
most especially the business sector, force us to think in planning
sessions such as this, on what the
Lopez Group stands for.”
MML said the fundamental question, “What does the
‘Lopez brand’ mean?,’” nagged
him as he immersed himself
in his role as Group chairman,
succeeding chairman emeritus
Oscar M. Lopez in June 2010.
He said senior executives
ought to know what comes to
the mind of various publics
when someone is identified or
recognized as a member of the
Lopez Group.

MML

“More often now, this is
very clear to me, and I know to
most of you who have been immersed in and ingrained with
the tradition of service and
excellence we would like to be
known for,” MML said.
He added, “Whether there
is credence to this concept of
a collective or not, the Lopez
Group is now more often seen in
more critical eyes, as one rather
than as individual companies.
We are sometimes forced to
think of the Lopez Group as a
brand, if you will, that has to be
thought of, honed and yes, even
promoted, for this concept to
work to our advantage and not
become a liability.”
‘Ikegai’
Meanwhile, Lopez Group
vice chairman Eugenio Lopez

EL3

III (EL3) closed the daylong
conference exhorting executives
to respond the group’s ikegai, or
reason for living.
EL3 said ikegai was the reason people in Okinawa, Japan
live to over a hundred years.
“They have ikegai. They know
why they get up every day. And
this is identified as the secret of
their longevity,” he said.
According to him, the Lopez Group’s ikegai is a standard
higher than others.
“When any of our companies
gets in trouble, it affects all of us
in many ways. That is because
we respond to a higher standard.
We uphold a moral standard
that is higher than legal standards. (That is why) working in
the Lopez Group is not a job, it
is a calling,” EL3 concluded.

Lopez Holdings ESOP for OK in special meet

(L-R) FPSC president Dan Lachica, Lopez Holdings Inc. chairman Manuel M. Lopez, Lopez Group chairman emeritus Oscar M. Lopez, SunPower Philippines VP Greg Reichow, DTI Sec. Gregory Domingo, Tanauan
Mayor Sonia Aquino, and First Philippine Electric president Arthur de Guia at the inauguration of Building 2

FIRST Philec Solar Corporation (FPSC) opened its new
facility worth P230 million at
its manufacturing plant in First
Philippine Industrial Park, Sto.
Tomas, Batangas.
The event was graced
by Lopez Group chairman
emeritus Oscar M. Lopez,
Lopez Holdings Inc. chairman
Manuel M. Lopez, Sunpower
Philippines VP for operations

Special Stockholders’
Meetings
February 28: Lopez
Holdings Corporation,
PSE Centre, Ortigas
Center, 2 pm
March 9: ABS-CBN
Corporation (Record date:
February 11), Venue/Time:
TBA

Greg Reichow, Trade and
Industry Secretary Gregory
Domingo, First Philippine
Electric president Arthur de
Guia and Tanauan Mayor Sonia Aquino.
The 12,700-square meter
facility will house 60 wire saws,
increasing FPSC’s capacity by
150 million wafers, or about
400 megawatts (MW), annually. The new investment will
increase the workforce from
450 to 1,090.
“As the company continues
to outstrip expectations, the
increased capacity will allow
FPSC to respond to the requirements of its expanding list
of customers. No doubt, FPSC
will help provide a viable alternative for the country’s energy
needs,” said president and CEO
Dan Lachica.

FPSC also unveiled its solar
panel test facility—a 75-kilowatt (kW) photovoltaic (PV)
system at the rooftop of Building 2—as the initial stage of a
200-KW PV systems installation project with sister company
First Philec Solar Solutions.
FPSC VP for technology RJ
Sinocruz said that the project is
expected to generate 7.5- gigawatts hour in the next 25 years
and will make a substantial
environmental impact.
Soon, a 20-KW PV system
on the carports of FPSC will
also be installed.
FPSC, the first and only
large-scale silicon wafer slicing
company in the Philippines, is
a joint venture between First
Philippine Electric Corp. and
SunPower Philippines Manufacuring Ltd. (Lanie Gomos)

THE board of directors of Lopez
Holdings Corporation has approved the subscription price of
P4.573 per share for the company’s employee stock option plan
(ESOP) and employee stock purchase plan (ESPP). The amount
was computed at a discount of
15% from the 10-day average

closing price from December 23,
2010 to January 10, 2011.
Under the plans, an aggregate of 120 million common
shares have been allocated and
may be issued upon the exercise
by the eligible participants. The
shares have full dividend, voting and preemptive rights.

As this developed, corporate secretary Enrique Quiason
said the board has set a special
stockholders’ meeting on February 28, 2011 for the approval
of the ESOP and ESPP. Stockholders of record as of February
1, 2011 are entitled to attend
and vote in the meeting.

EDC closes dollar bond offering
ENERGY Development Corporation (EDC) has received
the proceeds of its $300-million
bond offering due 2021. EDC
priced its notes on January 13 at
the tighter end of an earlier price
guidance of 6.5%.
EDC’s notes, which will be
listed on the Singapore Exchange
Securities Trading Limited or
SGX, is the first Philippine
corporate bond issued in 2011,
and follows the Philippines’ successful global peso note issuance.
The notes were sold pursuant to
the exemption from registration
provided by Regulation S under
the United States Securities Act

of 1933, as amended (the US
Securities Act). Deutsche Bank
and J.P. Morgan acted as joint
lead managers for the transaction.
“The positive reception by
investors is a clear indication
of their confidence in EDC’s
ability to reinforce its position
in the Philippine renewable energy market and its potential to
expand and maintain its position
as a leader in the geothermal energy industry. It is also a recognition of our strong track record
and continuing efforts to manage risks as EDC executes on its
growth platforms,” said Richard

Tantoco, EDC president and
COO.
Tantoco added that the proceeds from the notes will be used
to fund EDC’s growth projects,
capital expenditures, debt servicing requirements and other
general corporate purposes.
EDC is currently focused on
domestic growth as well as overseas expansion, particularly in
Asia and Latin America. EDC
also plans to continue reducing
its exposure to third foreign
currency exchange risk through
the redenomination of its yendenominated debt to peso- and
dollar-denominated debt.

EDC unit seals 7 power
supply deals with co-ops
GREEN Core Geothermal
Inc. (GCGI), a subsidiary of
Energy Development Corporation (EDC), sealed seven
new long-term power supply
contracts with electric cooperatives in Leyte and Negros to
supply 58 MW of power.
GCGI signed a 10-year power
supply contract with the Negros
Oriental II Electric Cooperative
Inc. for 25 MW. The geothermal

firm also inked a separate power
supply contract with six members
of the Association of Visayas
Electric Cooperatives or AVEC;
GCGI allocated 33 MW for the
six electric cooperatives.
“From the start, we have
always prioritized the electric cooperatives in our host areas as we
want them to be the first to enjoy
the benefits of having clean, reliable and affordable power,” EDC

president and COO Richard
Tantoco said. “We’re happy that
our cooperatives have partnered
with us. We offer the most competitive price in the market and
we’re investing heavily to improve the reliability of our plants
so that power interruptions will
be significantly reduced and
eventually eliminated.”
The contracts of the
Visayas cooperatives were

previously with the National
Power Corporation before
the privatization of the Tongonan 1 and Palinpinon geothermal plants in Leyte and
Negros Oriental, respectively.
GCGI, which acquired the
power plants in 2009, began
negotiating with the electric
cooperatives with expiring
contracts as early as January
2010. (Toni Nieva)

FPIC update

Plume contained in
smaller area—CH2MHill
CH2MHill, Philippines Inc.
(CH2MHill), First Philippine
Industrial Corporation’s contractor for the remediation and
rehabilitation works for the areas
affected by the petroleum seepage in Brgy. Bangkal, Makati
City, disclosed in mid-January
that it has identified a potential
remediation strategy after having
determined the size of the plume.
CH2MHill installed at least
20 monitoring wells around the
West Tower and Brgy. Bangkal, Makati area and extracted
water samples for laboratory
testing in December 2010.
The results show that the
plume consisting of pure petroleum products has been

determined as having an area
of 7,000 square meters and
settled underground of South
Super Highway and the adjacent service road. The dissolved
phase, which consists of both
groundwater and petroleum
product, is said to be within an
area of another 8,000 square
meters extending beyond the
pure product plume area….
CH2MHill project manager
Edmund Piquero Jr. said, “This is
a positive development because
it appears that the petroleum
product has not affected a larger
area than initial estimates. We
are inclined towards using a
multi-phase extraction system
which creates a drawdown of the

groundwater causing the convergence of pure petroleum product
and accelerating the recovery of
product.”
In this method, groundwater
and petroleum will be extracted
from the ground. The water and
petroleum products will be separated and the water will be treated
prior to discharge. The contaminants in the soil will be removed
using a vacuum system that will
pull air across the impacted soil,
causing the volatilization of the
petroleum products.
Currently, there are six
product recovery wells (PRWs)
in the vicinity of West Tower
Condominium.
“…We are recovering 3,000

liters of water and petroleum
products a day from the PRWs.
As of January 11, 2011, 37,600
liters of petroleum products
and contaminated water have
been removed from the six
PRWs. We hope to accelerate
the recovery to 5,000-6,000
liters/day in the next two weeks
if we are allowed to install two
additional product recovery
wells closer to the West Tower,”
Piquero said.
More wells could be drilled
depending on the pumping
tests to be conducted soon.
For the latest updates,
visit FPIC’s advisory website,
www.fpic-advisory.info/. ( Joel
Gaborni)

Bayan Business arrives at BGC!
BAYAN Business, the corporate
and business solutions arm of
Bayan
Telecommunications
Inc., in cooperation with inContact, showcased its services and
solution offerings for business
enterprises at Fort Bonifacio

Global City (BGC) in Taguig.
Among those present at
the product presentation were
executives from B&M Global
Services Manila, Development
Finance International Inc.,
Cormant Technologies, Erics-

Bayan Business head Jon Arayata (center) is flanked by inContact’s Junie
Pama, CCAP’s Jojo Uligan, inContact’s Dave Chytraus and Bayan Business strategic accounts group head Patrick Gatchalian

son, Digital Media Exchange,
Fujitsu, FPD Asia, Sony Phils.
Inc., GN Solutions, Wrigley
Philippines, Deutsche Knowledge Services, Jones Lang
LaSalle and the Call Center
Association of the Philippines.
Jon Arayata, Bayan Business head, said Bayan is committed to providing the most
reliable data services and
connectivity for businesses
and potential locators in Fort
Bonifacio.
“High availability and reliability is our commitment to
the quality of service from
Bayan that our customers need
and expect for their businessgrade services requirements,”
Arayata said.

The Net Group, the largest
office owner and developer in
BGC, represented by executive
vice president Raymond Rufino,
hailed Bayan’s entry into the area.
“…We are proud to be one of
your strategic partners in this exciting business district and look
forward to working with you in
our future projects,” Rufino said.
Bayan Business is one of the
telecommunication companies
that services BGC’s E-square
district, which is recognized
as a Philippine Economic
Zone Authority information
technology park. The telco provider has started installing fiber
facilities to service call centers
and international companies in
the area. (Susan Ortiz)
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‘BRIDGES’ now
being distributed
LOPEZ Group Foundation Inc. (LGFI) has
started distributing the colorful BRIDGES
magazine that provides an overall view of
the corporate social responsibility and philanthropic programs of the Lopez Group.
Copies are being distributed to regular employees by ABS-CBN
Publishing as requested by LGFI chairman Oscar M. Lopez, who
expressed his desire to make those working for the Group aware of
the social initiatives being done by the different companies and foundations.
In his message entitled “Stewardship in a Changing World,” Lopez Holdings chairman Manuel M. Lopez states: “I know we can all
succeed so long as we work together, united in the values that have
kept us a strong team and will keep our businesses sustainable for the
long term.”
BRIDGES features the first Lopez CSR Magna Carta signed by
34 CEOs and family members. It also reports that for the years 2008
till 2010, humanitarian assistance and community relations take the
bulk of the CSR pie for the Group. Also for the first time, the CSR
initiatives being done in other countries by the Group, particularly in
the US, is told by Mitos Santisteban, former president of ABS-CBN
Foundation USA. Santisteban is now with LGFI as resource mobilization consultant to assist in getting grants and acquiring partnerships
for the programs and projects of the Group. (Dulce Festin-Baybay)

PROMOS & OFFERS
Go full HD for P899!

Subscribe to the SKYCable HD New Year Promo Pack (includes Discovery HD World, HISTORY HD, HBO HD,
Star Movies HD, FoxCrime HD, National Geographic HD
and NBA Premium TV) until March 31, 2011 and save P249
a month! The promo rate of P899 will apply for one year
from date of subscription, after which the fee will revert to
its original price of P1,148 or applicable price in case of any
adjustments. For more info, call the SKYCable 24/7 customer
service hotline 631-0000 or visit www.mysky.com.ph.

More kids’ channels on
SKYCable

Playhouse Disney is now available to SKYCable Gold subscribers on Channel 37, and à la carte to SKYCable Select
subscribers for a monthly fee of P100. CBeebies on Channel
126, meanwhile is offered to Metro Pack subscribers at no extra cost and to SKYCable Select subscribers for P50 a month,
while Kidsco on Channel 135 is available à la carte to Select
subscribers for P20 a month.

PVR service launched

SKYCable introduces another first-of-its-kind service—the
personal video recorder (PVR) system. The PVR records TV
onto a hard drive in digital format and allows you to pause live
TV and instantly replay scenes just watched while continuing
to record. SKYCable’s PVR service will be available by the
first quarter of 2011. (Susan Ortiz)

Win a cellphone in Bayad
Center’s promo!

Get a chance to win Nokia phones in CIS
Bayad Center Inc. and Smart Communications’ “Smart Bills, I-Bayad Center
Mo; Manalo ng Cellphone LingguLinggo” raffle promo. Pay your Smart
Gold and Smart Bro dues at any Bayad
Center nationwide and get one raffle
entry per account. Winners will be
electronically drawn using an automated
raffle system. The next draws will be held
at the Smart Tower in Makati on February 4 and 18, and
March 4, 2011. ( Joel Aurellano)

Did you miss an issue of LopezLink? Access our archives at www.Lopezlink.ph
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Sharon’s cream of the crop
Who among the “Star Power” Final 5—Akiko,
K-La, Monica, Angeline and Krissel—will be
hailed the champion in the grand finals on February 20? To vote, text SPOWER <space> <name
of contestant> and send to 2331 for Globe, TM
and Sun Cellular subscribers, and 231 for Smart
and Talk ‘N’ Text subscribers. For bulk voting, text
SPOWER BULK—Globe, Touch Mobile, Smart
and Talk ‘N’ Text and Sun Cellular—to 2366.
Don’t miss “Star Power: Sharon’s Search for the Next
Female Pop Superstar” every Sunday after “Rated K”
on ABS-CBN. (Katherine Solis)
‘Star Power’ Final
5 Angeline, Akiko,
K-La, Monica
and Krissel

Villa

Villa, the former head of ABSCBN’s news gathering and online
and mobile group, said part of her
agenda is pushing for the development of hyperlocal content, or content that focuses on the concerns of
people in a specific region, in the
19 local editions of “TV Patrol” all
over the country.
In line with this, Villa said the
RNG will tap and train homegrown
citizen journalists to contribute reports for television and to provide
content in the mirror websites that
RNG will develop for each region.
“RNG News will go deep into
the communities and reach out to
the people to capture the real state
of each region. At the same time,

we are also going beyond borders
by going online in order to serve
Filipinos abroad,” she said.
Another development in RNG
News is the inclusion of a new segment called “Bidaka.com,” in the regional editions of “TV Patrol.” Villa,
also the former Reuters Manila bureau chief, said the segment aims to
arouse pride among the people by
featuring local personalities whose
achievements or contributions to
society have become source of inspiration to his or her kababayans.
Like other ABS-CBN multimedia journalists, Charie is active
online. Follow her on twitter @
charievilla and on Facebook. (Kane
Choa)

‘Boto Mo, I-Patrol Mo’ TV plug wins top honor

ABS-CBN wins four Araw Awards

Cinema One Originals
extends deadline!

The deadline for the submission of entries for the
7th Cinema One Originals Digital Film Festival
has been moved to February 20, 2011! This year, 10
screenwriters will receive a grant of P1 million to
produce their movie. Submit your full story or completed screenplay, sequence treatment, signed entry
form and updated curriculum vitae to the Cinema
One programming office, 8/F ELJCC, Quezon
City. Call 415-2272 local 3166 for more info.

‘10 Things I Hate About
You 2’ on Velvet

Catch “10 Things I Hate About You”
Season 2, Tuesdays at 8 p.m.
on Velvet. Velvet (SKYCable Channel 53) is
available on SKYCable
Platinum, SKYCable
Gold, SKYCable Silver
and other quality cable
operators. (K. Solis)

From a 15-minute rundown of the latest and
the hottest celebrity news in showbiz, music and
sports, “The Wrap” with Gretchen Fullido now
offers a half hour of information and intrigue-filled
weeknights, 6:30 p.m. on Studio 23. You can also
catch up on past episodes online via Studio 23’s
Catch Up TV (www.studio23.tv). (K. Choa)

ABS-CBN bagged four awards
at the Araw Values Advertising
Awards, including the top platinum
award for its “Boto Mo, I-Patrol Mo”
“Instrumento” advertising campaign.
The ad, which was created to encourage Filipinos to get involved in
the 2010 presidential elections, featured ordinary citizens monitoring
their surroundings and reporting
election anomalies. It was recognized for encouraging people to do
their share in ensuring a clean and
honest election.
ABS-CBN also won three out of
the six gold Araw Awards. The 2009
Christmas station ID, “Bro, Ikaw
ang Star ng Pasko,” won for instilling
the value of love of God and recognizing Him as the true source of
blessings. The ad featured Filipinos
helping each other recover from the
devastation of Ondoy.
“Bagong Simula,” which was created for the company’s advocacy

The ABS-CBN team with Charo Santos-Concio (5th from right)

campaign BayaniJuan, was recognized for encouraging Filipinos to
help each other toward a fresh start
for the country. The “Tipid Tubig”
radio ad was recognized for promoting the preservation of the environment.

ABS-CBN’s winning entries bested close to a hundred entries in the
advocacy communication category.
The Araw Awards are the biennial awards program of the Advertising Foundation of the Philippines.
(K. Choa)

Catch the Azkals on ABS-CBN!
ABS-CBN will air the games of
the national football team against
Mongolia after entering into a partnership with the Philippine Football Federation (PFF). The Kapamilya network will also air the Azkals’
games in the 2012 AFC Challenge
Cup should they advance.
The partnership kicks off with
the Azkals match against Mongolia on February 9 at the 15,500seater Panaad Stadium in Bacolod
City.
“We are off to a good start and
this (partnership with PFF) would
be the breakthrough Philippine
football could enjoy for years to
come,” said Peter Musngi, ABS-

CBN vice president for sports,
who was present during the contract signing alongside Azkals team
manager Dan Palami and coach
Michael Weiss and members of the
Azkals.
The February 9 match will be
aired live on Studio 23 and The
Filipino Channel. Meanwhile, for
those who want to watch in Bacolod, some 10,000 general admission seats will be given away free
of charge and will be released a day
before the match. Pres. Noynoy
Aquino is among the VIPs expected to grace the event.
The Azkals won their countrymen’s hearts by clinching a surprise

semis spot in Group B of the 2010
AFF Suzuki Cup after beating defending champion Vietnam, 2-0.

OML touched by heartwarming employee response

ABS-CBN president Charo Santos-Concio and new ‘Kapamilya’
Venus Raj after the January 14 contact signing
Photo: Ryan Ramos

ABS-CBN
welcomes new
‘Kapamilyas’!

ABS-CBN announced in midJanuary its five-year partnership
contract with Bb. Pilipinas Charities Inc. (BPCI), the organizer
of the Bb. Pilipinas pageant.
Alongside this historic move
is the signing up of 2010 Miss
Universe runner-up Maria Venus Raj as the newest Kapamilya artist. Present at the contract
signing were Charo SantosConcio, ABS-CBN president
and COO; Cory Vidanes, channel head; Linggit Tan, head of
TV entertainment production;
Stella Marquez-Araneta, BPCI
chair; Conchitina Bernardo and
Pitoy Moreno, BPCI executive
board members; Sienna Olaso,
BPCI director for marketing;
and Romy Tan, BPCI head of
finance.
In line with this “major, major” partnership, the Kapamilya
network will air the 2011 Bb.
Pilipinas pageant in March, and
the 2011 Miss Universe pageant
which will be held in Sao Paolo,
Brazil in September.
Meanwhile, Venus is “extremely honored” to be part of
the country’s biggest network.
“I’m proud to be a Kapamilya,”
she said. (Katherine Solis)

Photo by: BARRY VILORIA

More celebrity
news in ‘The
Wrap’

HR COUNCIL

Charie Villa takes lead in bringing
regional news closer to Filipinos
CHARIE Villa is set to revolutionize regional news in the country after her appointment as news
head of the ABS-CBN Regional
Network Group (RNG).
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Peter Musngi (2nd from left) and PFF officials after the contract
signing held at the ELJ Communications Center.

LOPEZ Group chairman emeritus
Oscar M. Lopez (OML) enjoyed
reading employee replies to the short
email he sent out on December 15,
before the holiday break.
In the email, OML expressed satisfaction over the 2010 performance
of the operating companies, as well
as of the major holding companies of
the Lopez Group. He also said there
would be much more to look forward
to in 2011.
“There are a lot of reasons to be optimistic as we move to the coming year;
after all, if we can’t look past obstacles
in our way, we can’t move toward the
future. We can do this by showing resilience and optimism in everything
we do. Remember that we are looking
to build a conglomerate that will last
long beyond the time of its founders.
We do this by encouraging values,
which allow us to see opportunities we
can build on,” OML wrote.
He also reminded everyone to take
care of their health and well-being,
and to strengthen bonds with the
family, “our source of strength as we
face the unknown challenges of the
coming year.”
Many Lopez Group employees,
each of whom received the personalized email in his or her office inbox,

OML reads using an iPad

responded with gratitude to OML’s
message. Some were touched by the
new role the chairman emeritus was
taking in the Group, promoting values
that are essential to the longevity of
the business. Some expressed a desire
to see OML in person, as he has not
visited some operating units for quite
a while. Others were simply surprised
to receive a personal email from him.
Sharing wisdom
OML personally read all the employee replies and intends to regularly
communicate his thoughts with them
by email and through social media.
As the champion of the Lopez Group
values, he has committed to share his
wisdom, culled from decades in busi-

ness and management, as well as in
the advocacy of health and fitness.
In a New Year message emailed on
January 8, OML reminded employees that simply being optimistic is not
enough for the country to succeed.
“We have to all contribute our share
of action to realize our dreams and aspirations. This new year will no doubt
bring a lot of new things for us—as
part of the Lopez Group and as citizens of this country. The momentum
for growth is there. Let us make sure
we use it for our advantage.”
He also announced the launch of
his blog in mid-January as his way
of “reaching out to everyone, and
for everyone to share with me your
thoughts on practically anything you
have on your minds.”
Contest
In his latest email dated January
31, OML invited recipients to join a
contest that aims to instill the Lopez
Credo in their hearts. “What I want
you to do is to share in 2-4 sentences
how you apply the Lopez values in
your daily work. I, together with the
Oscar Summit team, will be selecting
the best story,” he said.
Entries must be emailed to OML@
oscarmlopez.com on or before Friday,
February 18, 2011. (Carla Paras-Sison)

COMPTROLLERS’ CIRCLE

Comptrollers’ Circle holds fun-filled GA

Chairman Manuel M. Lopez
with Group comptroller Pearl
Catahan and program facilitator
Jei-Jei Gertes
ON its 11th year, the Lopez Group
Comptrollers’ Circle held a fun-filled
general assembly and fellowship at
the ELJ Communications Center in
December 2010.
Group comptroller Pearl Catahan
welcomed everyone to the event and,
for the first time, Lopez Group chairman Manuel M. Lopez (MML) gave
the inspirational
talk.
MML commended the accounting and
finance people
for their dedication, efficiency
and concern for
their work and
colleagues, add-

ing that they are the guardians
of the health and wealth of their
organizations. He also challenged the group to lead the way
in their respective organizations
towards transparency, integrity
and loyalty.
SGV’s Vivian Cruz-Ruiz
then presented 2010 year-end
audit reminders and timetables;
Rev. Fr. Mario Sobrejuanite gave
a talk on strengthening family
relationships and coping with stress;
and Dr. Maribel Sison-Dionisio discussed managing family finances.
Organized with the support of Lopez Group chairman emeritus Oscar
M. Lopez in 1999, the Comptrollers’ Circle aims to maintain a high
quality of financial reporting in the
Group and to promote work-life balance among its members. Its major
achievements include the development of a uniform chart of accounts
and accounting policies, and the is-

suance of an updated planning and
control manual for the Lopez Group.
Seminars are organized regularly
to keep the comptrollers and accountants updated on the developments
in accounting, taxation and regulatory requirements. In October 2010,
the Philippine financial reporting
standards training was held, with lecturers Roderick Danao, Aldie Garcia
and Darwin Virocel of Isla Lipana &
Co., while the seminar on the developments in tax, corporate governance,
and Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) regulations was held
in September with SEC’s Janette Cruz
and Atty. Ma. Gracia Casals-Diaz, and
Jonathan Juan Moreno of the Institute
of Corporate Directors as speakers.
The Comptrollers’ Circle core team
includes Pearl Catahan, Lito Banaag,
Mon Pagdagdagan, Marvi Marcelino, Jei-Jei Gertes, Jingle Hernandez,
Lanie Caimol and Vicky Martinez.
( Jei-Jei Gertes)

The Comptrollers’ Circle at their annual assembly



Passing the torch

A CEO’s test of greatness

Excerpt from speech of FPHC chairman
Federico R. Lopez during the First Philippine Holdings Group Christmas party
on December 17, 2010. To read the full
speech, visit www.lopezlink.ph.
SUCCESSION and leadership
transitions in the business world are
always a most dangerous period in
the life of any company. In many of
the world’s largest corporations, the
handover as it’s called, is just the
theater stage behind which many
difficult struggles and real emotional
dramas play out.
But to be honest, any succession
will always be a time for mixed feelings, and I’m sure glimpses of it were
noticeable to some of you, most especially in our Tuesday CEO meetings
at FPHC where my dad and I would
both be present, sometimes looking
at each other to see who would chair
the meeting. I also recall a tense
moment when Beth Canlas asked
whether there would be any new directions for FPHC parent company
upon which my dad quickly pointed
to Nonoy Ibañez saying, “The parent
company means you and me, right,
Nonoy?” So I said to myself, either
he forgot he appointed me chairman or I
just lost my job.
On a more recent
occasion my brother
Cary was giving a
report at a CEO
meeting on the construction progress
of my new FPHC
office on the sixth
floor saying, “They
will be working over
the holidays to finish
the chairman’s office and it should
be done a bit after the New Year.”
At which point my dad gave him
a somewhat annoyed look, asking
what work was going to be done on
his room this time. Cary thought for
a moment then uttered tactfully, “Uh
no, that’s for the other chairman.”
To me the grace by which the
transition took place masks many
of the heroic and selfless decisions
a leader must take on a professional
and personal level as he plans a succession. In fact, management guru
Peter Drucker calls this act of passing the baton “The Final Test of
Greatness of a CEO.” Knowing the
immense fondness my dad has for
the FPHC group of companies and
all the people who work here, I can
only imagine the powerful emotions he feels each day just with the
thought of leaving it behind….
As a young boy growing up I’d
always imagine heroes as charismatic, daring and swashbuckling.
Watching him through a lifetime, I
now know that genuine courage and

audacity can
come cloaked
in simplicity
and humility.
It’s that selfless heroism
he personifies that has
made FPHC
and the Lopez Group
what it is today.
…I’d like to leave you with a little tidbit from Japanese history….
I don’t know how many of you saw
the movie “The Last Samurai” starring Tom Cruise and Ken Watanabe
playing Katsumoto. The latter was a
romanticized version of a real Japanese historical leader named Saigo
Takamori. Saigo was a six-foot, 200pound Japanese samurai who helped
depose the last of the Tokugawa shoguns and restored the Meiji emperor
to power in 1868. Saigo… eventually bolted to lead the so-called Satsuma rebellion of more than 40,000
trained samurai in 1877.
The rebellion was all about Saigo’s
concern that, under the emperor he
helped place into
power, Japan was
blindly aping the
West and modernizing too fast. The
samurai had a vested
interest in maintaining themselves as
an elite class, with
many privileges and
time honored traditions anchored on
their noble code of
Bushido.
Eventually, Saigo’s Satsuma rebellion failed and he died along with
40,000 of the toughest samurai in Japan…. This stubborn refusal to foresee and adapt to the changing world
around them was at the heart of why
the samurai, despite their noble code
of Bushido, no longer exist as a class
today.
I close with this story because earlier this year we launched an awareness campaign for our Lopez values
and Credo—our equivalent of the
samurai’s code of Bushido. These
values come from a powerful history
that give us identity as a family and
business group and have kept us on
even keel through complex and difficult times. However, as we carry on,
unlike the samurai, we should never
fail to recognize that “the future
cannot be like the past” and to thrive
and prosper through the next 400
years requires that we are anchored
through the permanence of timeless
values, yet have the foresight to reinvent ourselves and adapt to a constantly changing world.

“I now know that
genuine courage
and audacity can
come cloaked
in simplicity and
humility”
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executive feature
Associates), meanwhile, came on board
on the invitation of AFI executive director Gina Lopez.
“Gina and I were speakers in a
conference in SMX last August 2009.
My presentation was on the power of
design. She asked me to stay for her
talk. After I had given mine, I stayed
on, and discovered how vital it was for
the then 98-year-old market to be rehabilitated to ensure the sustainability
of the river cleanup. The rest is history.
Gina is awesome, a real mover,” Oliva-

Harris (left) and
Olivares-Co

Change agents

Clockwise from top: KBPIP represented by AFI managing director Gina Lopez (2nd from right) and the City of
Manila represented by Mayor Alfredo Lim (rightmost) seal their agreement to comanage Paco Market. Present as
witnesses are (l-r) City of Manila Market administrator Efleda Castro, Paco Market Rehabilitation designer MajaOlivares-Co and PLDT-Smart Foundation president Butch Meily; Gina Lopez (seated, right) on an estero tour with
Budget Sec. Butch Abad and Rep. Lani Mercado in January 2011; Before and after: Apacible to Paco Market in April
2009 and in April 2010, and Paco Market to 13 de Agosto in April 2010 and in June 2009

GINA-LED...
from page 1

River, a once-mighty 27-kilometer body of water that flowed
through Metro Manila and connected Laguna de Bay to Manila
Bay. As one of the river’s main
tributaries, the water from Estero de Paco brought whatever
pollutants it could carry. Soon,
the estero became one of the
worst sources of the waste that
slowly poisoned the Pasig River.
“…We realized that if the
market continued to dump its
sewage and waste into the estero,
and if the vendors continued
to be undisciplined, we would
never have the estero that we
needed,” recalled AFI managing
director Gina Lopez in a separate interview. Lopez now also
heads the Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission (PRRC), the

agency under the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources tasked with cleaning and
rehabilitating the Pasig River.
“The only way we can really
clean up the river and keep it
clean is if we clean the tributaries
that flow into it,” asserts Kevin
Harris, KBPIP’s resource mobilization manager. “We began
with Estero de Paco because it’s
the biggest among the tributaries,
and one of the most polluted.”
Although the group knew
that it would be a massive undertaking to clean the three-kilometer, century-old estero and its surrounding market, the organizers
and volunteers were optimistic
that it could be done with proper
planning and the involvement of
the local community.
A magical 10 months
Ten months was all it took
to reward the faith of KB-

FROM GINA LOPEZ

PIP. Local government units,
NGOs, private organizations
and volunteers came together
to make a cleaner and greener
Paco Market possible.
First,the transient population
of 1,350 families was relocated
to Calauan, Laguna, where they
were given affordable housing
options and livelihood training.
Their shanties were dismantled
and KBPIP proceeded to dig up
and remove the tons of garbage
left behind by over 80 years of
abuse to the waterway.
When the time came to do
the dirty work, slews of volunteers arrived to help clean up
Estero de Paco, most of them
students and military personnel.
After the estero was clear of
physical garbage, it was time to
clear the pollutants left behind.
This was to be done in the greenest, most eco-friendly way possible. Coco coir was imbued with

By Carla Paras-Sison

a mix of helpful bacteria known
to decompose garbage and is
used to treat wastewater and
sludge. The coir would act as a
filter against larger contaminants
and as a stabilizing material for
the banks of the waterway, while
the bacteria worked on eliminating harmful toxins from the
water. To combat erosion, vetiver
grass was also introduced. The
grass would also help to clean
the water, filtering it over time.
KBPIP hopes to be able to
reintroduce local aquatic life
into the river soon. “We’re trying to incorporate air into the
water, making it more capable
of supporting life,” Harris says.
Educating the public and
arming them with the ways and
means to keep the river and its
tributaries clean is a major part
of the project.
Harris stresses, “It’s important to involve and educate the

people who live nearby, and not
only those people, but basically
every Filipino. As Gina Lopez
says, it’s not just your river or
my river—it’s our river, everybody’s river.”
The organization has its
River Warriors, volunteers who,
aside from donating their time
and effort to cleaning the river,
are also on the watch for people
who would seek to abuse it
again. They alert local officials
of eco-violators in their area
and help disseminate information about what each and every
person can do to help bring the
river back to life. Furthermore,
education centers were established to teach the people in the
communities around Paco Market to manage their waste and
maintain the river’s cleanliness.
Paco market in the future
The estero isn’t the only one
getting a second lease on life.

The construction of the new
and improved Paco Market is
also under way.
“I would love for a child to
grow up and have Paco Market
as part of his or her daily life,”
says Paco Market Redevelopment project manager Maja
Olivares-Co, the designer
tasked to create a greener, ecoefficient market that will once
again be the social and economic pulse of the community.
Olivares-Co is something of
a market connoisseur, making it
a point to visit one every time
she travels. She believes that a
market shows the depth and diversity of a culture, and it is this
passion for the public market
that she brings to the creation
of the new structure that will
house the Paco Market.
The construction is massive—roughly 3,000 square meters—and will remain as faithful

Kapit Bisig Para sa Ilog Pasig
From Gina Lopez’s “From the Heart” column published in the Philippine Star on January 23, 2011.
WHAT we have achieved as a confluence of
effort, in a span of just almost two years, is truly

remarkable. All we needed to do was look back
and remind ourselves of what we’ve lost. We
didn’t just forget the river, we also forgot to
believe in ourselves, that together, the Filipino

people can work miracles. Where once there
was hopelessness, together we gave back hope.
Where once there was despair, together we
dreamed again. A river that once was dead, together we dare bring it back to life once more.
The story behind the cleaning of the Pasig
River is more than just physically cleaning the
river.
When 1,216 families were moved from Estero de Paco to Calauan, Laguna—under the care
of BayaniJuan—people didn’t just change their
address, they also got a fresh and promising start.
When 3,200 cubic meters of trash were being taken out of the estero, the creek wasn’t just
cleared up, bridges were also paved between the
rich and the poor who both willingly jumped
in the dirty creek to clean.
When the estero was being dredged, sewered
and landscaped, agencies didn’t just lend their
trucks and heavy equipment, an entire team

was formed—one that we seldom see—merging both the government and the private sector
harmoniously.
When around 200 community volunteers
were trained into becoming River Warriors,
they didn’t just guard the river from trash, they
are now dreaming bigger than they’ve ever
dreamed before.
When the 10.10.10. fun run broke the
Guinness Book of World Records, we didn’t
just gather 116,086 runners, the world heard
a solid call for a cause to challenge the impossible.
The story behind cleaning the Pasig River is
a story of a river reminding us of what we have
forgotten. That through a united front, we can
transform a hub of poverty and crime into a
venue for a culture of openhandedness.
Our team set out to change the river but the
river ended up slowly changing us.

to the original architecture as
possible while integrating new
and eco-friendly designs.
According to Olivares-Co,
in keeping with ecological principles, the structure will make use
of recycled material, and the new
market will use less water and
less power. The area is designed
to require little to no lighting
during the day, and no air conditioning, because an elevated roof
and strategically placed windows
regulate airflow and let in natural
light. It would also be able to
manage its water usage—wastewater would be collected, reused,
and possibly treated, so that no
more waste gets poured into the
recovering estero.
Best of all, stalls in the market will be kept at a rent-controlled rate, enough to sustain
the market, but not so much
as to put a strain on the local
vendors and push up the price
of goods. They will also sell
products made by the families
that were relocated to Laguna,
Olivares-Co said.
The heart of the new market
will be an activity and education
center where people can enjoy
the music of local bands, a wide
assortment of native delicacies,
and some shopping. It will
also serve as a place for training and learning for the locals.
Livelihood education programs
as well as eco-educational programs will be offered.
The group seeks to complete
the work on the Paco Market
and Estero de Paco in the last
quarter of 2011—a fitting “gift”
for a landmark on its 100th year.
As Gina Lopez affirmed,
“If in this crucial time a market
that was a den of thieves, drugs,
stench and filth transforms into a
world-class market which helps
keep the estero clean, then a dramatic statement is being made.”
(Mary Ann Barbieto)

MOVED by the advocacy of cleaning the river, Kapit Bisig Para sa Ilog
Pasig (KBPIP) resource mobilization
manager Kevin Harris took on the job
of raising funds to make it happen in
March 2010. He is looking forward
to the day when the vision of a clean
Pasig River becomes a reality.
“Our goal is to bring up the water
standard in all esteros to class C level
water quality, that is, suitable for marine
life. It’s not going to be potable, but it
will be a living river, not the dead river
we grew up with,” says Harris, who spent
his college days taking for granted the
stench and filth of the estuaries around
Malacañang. “For the main Pasig River,
we want to bring its water quality to
class B level, which means now human
contact on the river water is possible.”
His work as fundraiser has its ups and
downs, the most difficult downers being
rejections of funding proposals. “It’s a
fact that resources are scarce. When
I go to a potential donor, I know I am
competing with other charities. Some
of them could even be other projects
of AFI (ABS-CBN Foundation Inc.),
which are all really worthy of support
as well,” he says. Harris was creative and

marketing officer of AFI prior to being
“drafted” to specifically work for KBPIP.
Changing lives
But the most exciting part of his
work is knowing firsthand the difference that the project is making in the
lives of the people who live on or along
the Pasig River.
“We are changing the lives of people,
and of the nation. We transfer informal
settlers, provide them with shelter, train
them for alternative sources of livelihood. And in the process, we rehabilitate the river. We give a new life to the
people, and a new life to the river at
the same time, and also the Philippine
economy will boom,” Harris says.
“What’s great about this project is
that this is a project with a heart, and it
really inspires me every time I see all the
people making this project possible, the
River Warriors, the students, the army,
the police, a normal citizen or a corporation—everyone really working together
and that’s what makes KBPIP special.
Because at the end of the day, if we clean
the river it will benefit us all. It’s our
river, it’s every Filipino’s river,” he says.
Project designer Maja Olivares-Co
of SSO.a (Sonia Santiago Olivares and

res-Co recalls.
Research following that meeting
found Paco Market to be historic,
turning 100 years old this year. This is
what got Olivares-Co, a specialist in
in-store and hospitality design, interested in the project.
‘Passion for markets’
“I have a passion for markets. I
believe that a market is a window into
the culture of a people—how they shop,
what they buy, what they eat and how
they maneuver inside a market…it really
tells you a people’s way of life. In Tokyo,
despite being a crowded market you will
never be pushed,” Olivares-Co says.
Apart from addressing the environmental concerns and commercial
sustainability of the market, she has
designed the new Paco Market to
have an activity center to draw people
in. With its completion, children of
vendors waiting for their parents to
open and close shop will have a new
venue for education, arts and culture.
Students from nearby schools will
have a place to hang out in; residents
will have a haven of arts, culture and
health care; and with buskers, good
music will be playing from opening to

closing. A palutuan (cooking area) will
let customers buy fresh produce from
the market and have them cooked according to the regional cuisine of their
preference. It is envisioned to become
a tourist destination: clean and green,
safe and secure, inviting and proudly
presenting the best of Filipino culture.
Transportable concept
“What’s really nice is that this concept is transportable. You can bring new
life in any public market by creating an
activity center inside. Can you imagine
how great it will be to have these in all
our major markets? It will be a hub of
activity and will attract visitors from all
over. The objective is to make the activity center self-sustaining in two years. I
hope we will generate the seed fund to
launch this,” says Olivares-Co, who is
concurrently culture and programs director for the Paco Market activity center launching this year. “In the end, if the
new design and execution of the Paco
Market redevelopment is achieved, we
hope that the sustaining programs will
renew life and purpose into the place.”
Olivares-Co, who is committed to
several other advocacies, is also tapping
into her vast network of clients to help
complete the Paco Market. Harris works
double time to put together funding for
the next phase of the river rehabilitation: the cleaning of five Malacañang
esteros (San Miguel, Aviles, Uli-uli, San
Sebastian and Quiapo).
“Task Force Malacañang will
help us on funding. The government
through the PRRC (Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission) and Task Force
Malacañang through the Office of the
President, with DILG (Department of
the Interior and Local Government),
DENR (Department of Environment
and Natural Resources) and the LGUs
(local government units) will work on
these five esteros together with the KBPIP,” Harris reveals.
Indeed, they are changing the nation in the kapit-bisig way, working
tirelessly on their own part of the huge
project called KBPIP.

SPOTLIGHT

10.10.10: One for the record books!
HOW many runners does it take to break a
world record?
In the case of 10.10.10: Run for the Pasig
River, 116,086 runners from the foundation’s partners—the schools, army, police, corporate donors
and local agencies and government units—crossed
the finish line to help AFI cinch the record.
Thus, 10.10.10: Run for the Pasig River has
been formally declared as the largest footrace
in the world, dislodging San Francisco’s Bay to
Breakers’ 110,000.
AFI managing director Gina Lopez received
the certificate from Guinness World Records
Ltd. in December 2010. The massive event now
also officially holds the record for the most num-

ber of runners in a footrace in the Philippines.
Lopez said in a post-run interview last year
that 10.10.10: Run for the Pasig River was “not
only a feat that the Philippines can be proud of,
but it was also an event that showed how Filipinos can be united for a good cause.”
“We succeeded because everyone—rich and
poor, young and old—worked together,” she added.
Lopez also vowed to hold more footraces and
break the record every year, as Filipinos will “keep
running until the river is cleaned.”
KBPIP is now gearing up for this year’s
biggest eco-footrace, Run for the Pasig River
11.20.2011, to be held at the SM Mall of Asia in
Pasay City.

Gina Lopez holds up the certificate from Guinness
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Out-of-school and adult learners:
More avenues for learning

The KCh team awards a KCh LITE unit to 2010 Most Outstanding
Mobile Teacher Anabel Ungcad (4th from left)

KNOWLEDGE Channel Foundation Inc. (KCFI) recently held
an advanced screening of “Ibang
Klase,” an educational program
dedicated to out-of-school and
adult learners in line with its mission to reach and teach as many

Filipino learners as possible.
The screening was held
during the “An ALS Fair to
Remember” event organized by
the Philippine Association of
Nonformal Educators Inc. and
the Department of Education-

Bureau of Alternative Learning
System (DepEd-BALS).
“Ibang Klase” incorporates
content on literacy, entrepreneurship, livelihood skills development, values formation and
critical
issues—competencies
identified by DepEd-BALS for
out-of-school and adult learners.
Present during the showing
were around 500 Alternative
Learning System (ALS) implementors, including mobile
teachers, instructional managers, coordinators and supervisors and other partners.
“Ibang Klase” was produced
under KCFI’s Out-of-School
and Mature Learners (OML)
Alternative Learning Institute,
in cooperation with DepEdBALS and the Bayan Academy
for Social Entrepreneurship and

Human Resource Development.
KCFI also awarded KCh
LITE (Light Instructional Tool
for Educators) units to three
2010 Outstanding ALS Implementors. KCh LITE is a portable
teaching and learning tool in the
form of a netbook preloaded with
Knowledge Channel programs,
games and other specialized
multimedia content.
According to the DepEd,
there are about 35 million Filipinos who either have not completed their basic education or
have not received any form of basic education at all. There are only
a total of 1,681 mobile teachers,
2,290 district ALS coordinators,
347 literacy facilitators and about
500 service providers across the
country to attend to these types
of learners. (Charlene Tordesillas)

Zambo schools celebrate KCh family day
TO show their appreciation
for Knowledge Channel and
its contribution to quality
education in their province, 24
Knowledge Channel schools in
Zamboanga Sibugay recently
celebrated the 3rd Knowledge
Channel Family Day.
More than 1,000 students,
teachers, parents and other

stakeholders took part in a quiz
bee and poster-making and slogan-making contests revolving
around the theme Knowledge
Channel: Making Marvels in
Zamboanga Sibugay.
The province’s 24 schools
boast of having increased their
national achievement test scores
by as much as 15% through the

use of Knowledge Channel. Last
year, Surabay Elementary School
was one of the 10 finalists in
Knowledge Channel’s Outstanding Stakeholders Awards.
And despite the province’s high
poverty levels, almost all schools
have raised funds on their own
so that they can have additional
television sets connected to the
channel.
Tungawan Mayor Randy
Climaco expressed gratitude to
nongovernment organizations,
especially Knowledge Channel,
for their contribution to the
province’s development.
The 24 schools in Zamboanga Sibugay were connected
to Knowledge Channel through
the Television Education for

the Advancement of Muslim
Mindanao
(TEAM-Mindanao) project, which was implemented from 2004 to 2007. It
was able to connect 150 schools
in the Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM),
as well as Regions 9 and 12. The
project also reached 31 municipalities within eight ARMM
provinces, including Basilan,
Sulu and Tawi-Tawi.
TEAM-Mindanao was a
$1-million public-private alliance program with the United
States Agency for International
Development-P hilippines.
The partnership aimed to help
boost the quality of education
in conflict-affected areas in the
Philippines. (C. Tordesillas)

Help ‘Sagip Kapamilya’
help typhoon victims!
SAGIP Kapamilya is calling on Lopez Group employees to
extend a helping hand to our kababayans who have been affected by the heavy rains and floods at the onset of the new
year. More than 1,000 families from Albay, Samar, Negros
Occidental, Surigao del Sur, Sorsogon and Agusan del Sur
have been displaced and are in dire need of assistance. Please
bring donations in kind—rice, water, canned goods, packed
noodles, biscuits, coffee, sugar, clothes, blankets, mats, etc.—to
the Sagip Kapamilya warehouse at 137 Mother Ignacia St.,
QC. Cash or check donations may be dropped off at the AFI
office on Mother Ignacia Avenue cor. E. Lopez St., QC or
deposited to the Banco de Oro ABS-CBN branch, account
number 393-011-4199, account name ABS-CBN Foundation Inc.-Sagip Kapamilya, routing code BNORPHMM. Any
form of help or donations would be greatly appreciated. For
more info, call 411-4995 or 415-2272 loc. 3765.

MMLDC renews partnership with ASM For the
third year, Meralco Management and Leadership Development Center
(MMLDC) renewed its partnership with shipping firm Associated Ship
Management (ASM) Manila to conduct the Sharpening Aptitudes in
Leadership (SAIL) leadership development program for junior and senior
officers. Present during the MOA signing were (r-l) Vivien Arnobit,
MMLDC director for academic services; Alberto Gomez, ASM president
and CEO; Bernd Deltjen, Intership Navigation Co. Ltd. personnel
manager; and Capt. Teodoro Moro, Intership Navigation Training
Center Inc. training director and president. (Peng Young)
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ONGOINGS
Toy making workshop
on February 12

Dr. Gerry Ortega

Leonardo Co

Farewell: Leonardo
Co, ‘Doc Gerry’
IN view of the recent spate of
killings, let us take time out to
mourn two great friends of the
Lopez Group.
On November 15, 2010,
Leonardo L. Co perished during
an alleged encounter between
Army soldiers and communist
rebels in Upper Mahiao, Lim-ao,
Kananga, Leyte while collecting
seedling specimens for Energy
Development
Corporation’s
BINHI: Tree for the Future
project. Also killed were EDC
forest guard Sofronio Cortez
and a guide, Julius Borromeo.
Co was universally acknowledged as the Philippines’ premier
ethnobotanist and plant taxonomist. An alumnus of the University of the Philippines, he wrote
his first book, “A Manual on some
Philippine Medicinal Plants,” five
years after entering the institution. The Rafflesia leonardi, the
fourth species of the Rafflesia
family in Luzon, and eighth in
the Philippines, was named for
him after he led in its discovery in
2008. The fruits of his advocacy of
planting native trees along major
thoroughfares can be seen along
the North Luzon Expressway, in
Puerto Princesa, Palawan, and in
his beloved UP campus.
Aside from EDC, Co had also
been affiliated with Conservation
International-Philippines. The
renowned scientist would have
turned 57 on December 29, 2010.
The Department of Justice
has absolved the members of
the 19th Infantry Battalion of
any liability in the deaths of Co
and his companions. The Commission on Human Rights also
undertook its own probe in
Tacloban City in late January.
“Sofronio Cortez was a valued
and loyal employee. Julius Borromeo and Leonard Co were not

just contractors or consultants of
EDC, they were our partners in
our efforts to protect the environment. In the case of Dr. Co, he
was a partner of EDC and the
Lopez Group in its environmental initiatives for 20 years,” EDC
said in a January 20 statement.
Meanwhile, in the morning
of January 24, 2011, Dr. Gerardo
Ortega, the provincial project
manager of ABS-CBN’s BayaniJuan Sustainable Ecotourism,
was shot dead as he was looking
through the racks at a used-clothing store in Puerto Princesa City.
“Doc Gerry,” as he was
known, was a hard-hitting radio
commentator whose chief advocacies were “civil society causes
such as environmental protection
and the fight against corruption.”
Only the day before, reports said,
he had met with AFI managing
director Gina Lopez and Mayor
Edward Hagedorn “to map out
an anti-mining campaign.”
A few days later, the Palawan
police filed murder charges against
five men in connection with Doc
Gerry’s shooting death.
AFI expressed sadness at
the loss of Doc Gerry and
condemned the act of violence
that saw one of their own fall
victim to the “increasingly intolerant climate of hatred and
vengeance in the region.”
“To us, he was a brother who
loved Palawan and staunchly
promoted its ecotourism sites….
To us, he was an environmental
activist. He was strongly against
mining in Palawan and its detrimental effects to the environment and the people,” AFI said
in a statement.
Doc Gerry’s eldest daughter, Mika, worked with him as
AFI’s information, education
and communication officer.

CALENDAR
BAYAN Academy offers the following certificate training
courses this month:
February 2—Baking and Pastry
February 15—Cold Kitchen
For rates, call Carol Arcaya at 426-3140 or 928-5576. Bayan
Academy reserves the right to change course dates.

IN an effort to provide learning opportunities to schoolchildren in
public schools, Lopez Memorial
Museum teams up with
Pilipinas Street Plan
(PSP), Knowledge Channel a n d
Boysen Paints for Gawa/Laro, a toy making workshop to be held on February
12, 2011, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. There
will be a fee of P1,000 for materials.
The workshop participants will use a
variety of taka, a traditional art form of Paete,
Laguna, to create toys. While they will take home
one of the toys they make, the rest will be sold in Art
in the Park on February 19 courtesy of TuTok, an
artists’ collective. The proceeds will go to Knowledge
Channel’s programs for Filipino schoolchildren.

Collectives’ masterpieces in ‘Extensions’

Ongoing until April 20, 2011, Extensions features
multimedia work by Maya Muñoz, artists’ col-

Graffiti artists’ collective Pilipinas Street Plan,
mixed media, 2010

laboratives PSP and Plataporma, and volunteer
group Rock Ed Philippines. The exhibit is a multisensory evocation of the way Lopez Museum
commits to keeping itself dynamic, broadening
its engagement with contemporary artists and a
variety of publics. The exhibit caps the yearlong
commemoration of the museum’s jubilee.
Muñoz’s artwork, rendered on old architectural plans and tracing paper, “provide rich
potential for layered readings” of the images
she created, while PSP uses the museum’s walls
as a “street” on which they marked various

LOPEZ VALUES IN ACTION

landmarks, tagged with stickers, stenciled and
sprayed images. Paintings and vinyl toys also offer documentation of the group’s broadened art
practice.
Plataporma, on the other hand, rethink the
geographic and institutional history of the museum in “now/here.” The group asked people how to
get to the museum, conducting several interviews
within a one-kilometer area of its past, present
and future sites. Then, in the museum’s present
location, they cleared an area approximating the
interior floor area of the old building in Pasay.
The mapping exercise tries to evaluate people’s
familiarity with Lopez Museum.
In “Loob at Labas,” Rock Ed shares output
from the members’ jail visits to conduct workshops in creative writing, music and photography.
Their work is shown alongside archival images of
Bilibid and the national justice system as sourced
from the Lopez Library archive. These are further complemented by the editorial illustrations
of Liborio Gatbonton.
For inquiries, call Fanny at 631-2417. Lopez
Memorial Museum and Library is located at the
ground floor of Benpres Building.

Ricky Tantoco: If there’s the Lopez will, there’s a way
RICKY Tantoco, president and COO of Energy
Development Corporation (EDC) and First Gas,
believes that an entrepreneur is not just someone
who stakes out on his own and sets up a venture,
but that it is also possible to be an entrepreneur
in the context of a corporation.
His experience working with the Lopez
Group of companies since 1995 has shown this
belief to be true time and time again. As a former
management consultant from New York tasked
to lead the Group in bagging million-dollar
deals, one would think that Tantoco had been
handed everything on a silver platter.
In fact, he has had to work hard for everything
he achieved with the Group. He didn’t even have
a desk on his first day in office.
“During my first day with the Group, I was in
the office by 8 a.m. and by 11 a.m. one had seen
me. I was given a small conference room that
would seat four people tightly. Practically no one
knew why I was there,” he recalls.
At the time, the Group was thinking of getting back into power in a major way. Tantoco was
given an objective: to get a $ 1-billion Sta. Rita
project done ASAP—with limited capital and
hardly any internal team.
“Fortunately, the team we had then was topdrawer. Never in my career have I seen such a gathering of talent. We got going; everyone was young,
passionate, hardworking and incredibly skilled. We
pushed, pushed and pushed and got the deal to
close in the third quarter of 1997,” Tantoco relates.
First aspect of entrepreneurship: Very deep
knowledge of business
Tantoco shares three aspects of being an entrepreneur. The first is: An entrepreneur is someone with a very deep knowledge of his business
and within that context, creates an opportunity
and eliminates risk.
“You can’t be an entrepreneur if you’re just
guessing,” he states. “You have to be better than
your competition, smart with your suppliers and
compelling to your customer.”
He recalls the time when they had to negotiate a $20B gas contract with Shell and Occidental Petroleum.

Tantoco (right) with chairman emeritus Oscar M.
Lopez.

“I had never done anything like it before, so
I had to admit this weakness and inexperience
and looked at places where I could get expertise.
I found it at Oxford and asked my bosses if they
would allow me to enroll in the course. Without
a moment’s hesitation, they said ‘Go do it.’”
The result of the negotiations went beyond
the team’s expectations. “Throughout the negotiations, I believe we were underestimated. It was
absolutely wonderful,” Tantoco muses.
The contract with Shell was eventually closed
at a value of $12B—from the initial offer of
$20B. This generated substantial savings for the
company.
“If you asked me before the negotiations
commenced if that was possible, I would have
said no,” Tantoco reveals.
The success of the negotiations with Shell was a
product of rigorous preparation by Tantoco and his
team. He says that for every hour of negotiations,
they spent from six to eight hours preparing.
“We had all issues list catalogued in a table.
Every member of the team knew every moving
part, the non-negotiables and items we could
trade and everyone worked through that one
script. We debated and argued internally, even
over the weekends, for 11 months. We started
with 200 issues and eventually whittled these
down. It’s amazing what a cohesive team can do,”
he states.

Second aspect of entrepreneurship: Commitment to get the job done
The second aspect of entrepreneurship is: You
need to be committed to do what it takes to get
the job done. “‘Good enough’ is never acceptable,”
he shares.
That is why in every venture he has undertaken,
he endeavored to generate commitment from his
team and staff. “Without commitment and buy-in,
you will fail,” he says. How does he do it?
“You set an example. You sacrifice, you push
personal limits if needed,” he states.
His appointment as COO of Manila North
Tollways Corporation from 2001 to 2005, a
former Lopez Group company, was one of his
toughest tasks as he had to deal not with just
turning the company around financially, but reprogramming its culture altogether.
“Frankly speaking, I was shocked at what I
encountered those first few days. There was totally no ‘owner’s care.’ It seemed that the people
there were only after their paycheck. I could not
believe that officers and managers played computer games during office hours,” he relates.
“The path I chose was to get commitment
through personal sacrifice so I started to call meetings late at night and on Saturdays and Sundays on
purpose. We banned the words ‘in progress’ when
people reported on critical and urgent matters.
Everyone had to deliver or was put to task; fudging
results, faking progress was no longer acceptable.
After some time, it became about collective success—people bought in and wanted the company
to take off. I felt it change and at that point I knew
we would reach the finish line,” Tantoco recalls.
Third aspect of entrepreneurship: Care for the
company as much as one’s personal resources
The third aspect of being an entrepreneur, according to Tantoco, is that an entrepreneur cares
about the company as much as, if not more than,
his personal resources.
In 2009, Tantoco was assigned to head EDC,
the country’s largest geothermal producer, which
the Group had acquired in 2007. Tantoco was
initially hesitant to reveal the extent of what he
has had to do to bring EDC to the next level.



NOSTALGIA
Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to
repeat it. —George Santayana
February 7, 1969
Meralco Securities Corporation creates
Philippine Electric Corporation or Philec, the
country’s pioneer manufacturer of electrical
transformers
February
9, 1999
First
Philippine
Holdings
Corporation
(FPHC)
creates First Philippine Conservation Inc.,
a foundation that will support the work of
Conservation International-Philippines

February 6, 2002
First Balfour ISO accreditation
February 15, 2002
FPHC chairman and president Oscar M.
Lopez launches the company’s quality
management system implementation
Source: Mercy Servida, head librarian, Lopez
Memorial Museum Library
But he reluctantly shared an instance when his
patience was tested, since he realized that the account would make a good example.
“One of our facilities in Mt. Apo in Mindanao
got hit by a landslide on a Friday evening. I got
initial texts on Saturday that were completely unsatisfactory. I was told people would meet on the
recovery plan ‘next week.’ I asked myself: Given
this is foregone revenues of over P3 million a day,
why is it okay to even waste an hour? So again we
called for a meeting on Sunday in Manila with a
conference call to Mt. Apo. By mid-afternoon we
had a plan, but more importantly, a loud message
was delivered: Get moving now!,” Tantoco mused.
The recovery was done in 20 days versus the
exact previous incident that took over 30 days to
complete, allowing the company to generate over
P30M in revenues.
Tantoco has also made it a practice to talk to
people directly, especially those in the field, to get
their pulse.
“We now conduct mancom meetings on-site.
The management team makes sure that the staff
knows where the company is going, what is important to management,” he says.
“My after-dinner activity every time I spend
the night at the sites is usually a ‘skip meeting’
where I sit down with the rank and file without
their direct bosses, just me and them. I listen to
their issues, ask questions and allow them to get
to know me too,” he relates. Through these skip
meetings Tantoco says that he has gotten valuable insights on what needs attention.
Despite the challenges, the peaks and valleys
of work, this management hotshot who agreed in
1995 to take a significant pay cut from what he
received as management consultant in New York to
join the Lopez Group doesn’t have any regrets.
“Work is phenomenally exciting, and I like
the people I work with. There’s no monetary
equivalent to that,” he reveals.
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Aikido: The art of peace,
the way of harmony

LIFELONG WELLNESS

sports & wellness

calendar

By Raul Rodrigo

A modern expression of Japanese
martial arts, aikido was created by
Morihei Ueshiba (1885-1969) after
long physical training and spiritual searching. The word “aikido”
can be translated as the way (do)
of harmony (ai) for the spirit (ki).
Aikido combines powerful throws,
joint locks, and pins with training in
the sword (ken) and the Japanese staff
(jo).
Aikido is an art that does not depend on size or strength. Morihei
was himself only an inch over five
feet. In aikido, technique will overcome brute force. This is because aikido techniques are based on the idea
of keeping one’s center and blending
with the energy of the opponent. The
aikido practitioner learns to move his
or her body in a relaxed yet powerful manner. Even in his eighties, the
founder remained a powerful martial
artist who could handle attacks from

SPECIAL FEATURE

his much younger and larger students
with ease.
Aikido is a way of life, and a discipline for body and mind that teaches
respect for others. Aikido can be
practiced by people of all ages, including children. Aikido cultivates
traditional, ethical and spiritual values. The study of aikido helps one
to develop inner strength and avoid
conflict. Ueshiba regarded the practice of aikido as a way to achieve universal peace.
The author, whose most recent work is
“Undaunted,” is an aikido practitioner.
He is a part of Kiryukan dojo, which
conducted the aikido demo organized
by Lopez Lifelong Wellness and Lopez
Group Foundation Inc. for Lopez Group
employees on January 27.
If there are 10-15 students interested,
classes will commence in March. For more
info, contact Benjo Sandoval at 6316394.

WTT 2011 series
debuts in Antipolo
THE cool morning breeze of Antipolo matched the high energy of
the Lopez Group community as
the first Walk the Talk activity
for 2011 was conducted in Forest
Hills Subdivision on January 22.
Around 150 Lopez Group
employees and their family
members and friends joined the
event sponsored by First Philippine Holdings Corporation.
A 30-minute warm-up exercise

was done before the eight-kilometer walk.
While the activity was mainly for walking, some jogged or
ran their way to the finish line.
The kids even played around
while walking.
Participants feasted on arroz
caldo, tokwa’t baboy and bananas
for breakfast after the walk. The
activity ended at about 10 a.m.
(Benjo Sandoval)

FEBRUARY
8: Love or Need—Kabbalah on Love and Relationships (AIM Conference
Center, Makati), 8 p.m. Fee:
P750 until February 4 and
P1,000 thereafter. Register
at philippines@kabbalah.
com or 0920-9029008
8-9: Wellness 101
(Eugenio Lopez Center,
Antipolo). Contact Benjo
Sandoval, 631-6394
20: Speedo NAGT, 1.5k
swim/40k bike/10k run
(Dungaree Beach, Subic Bay
Freeport), 6 a.m. Fee: P3,000.
Call Triathlon Association
of the Philippines, 7108259 or 399-6598 or email
rreyes_upm@yahoo.com
26: Walk the Talk
(Subic), 6:30 am.
Date and venue to
be confirmed. Participants
must register with their HR
departments. Contact Benjo
Sandoval, 631-6394

Your fortune in 2011
Seva hosts the ‘Zodiac by Zen’ segment on ‘Umagang kay Ganda’

frenzied pace to your love life,
romance may seem slow and
predictable now.
SNAKE (1941, 1953, 1965,
1977, 1989, 2001)—Best
to keep your head down and
operate under the radar beams.
You don’t want to attract
undue attention to activities
you’d rather hatch in secret
till it’s time for full disclosure.
Your social life will be intense,
fraught with snares and traps.
But you’re not one to avoid a
nest of vipers. You can spew
venom as well as your coldblooded kin if you need to

defend yourself from attack.
Neither money nor romance
should be a problem now.
HORSE (1942, 1954, 1966,
1978, 1990, 2002)—Not a
year to run at full gallop. But if
you maintain a pace of steady
canter you’ll get to your destination slowly, surely—and
securely. You will get a steady
stream of work and business
contracts, and a steady income.
Try to avoid short and shallow
romantic involvements. Get a
steady amount of exercise so
you don’t lapse into depression
after your breakups.
SHEEP (1943, 1955, 1967,
1979, 1991, 2003)—You
will be lucky now in all matters
connected to business with foreigners and foreign companies,
your in-laws, aunties, uncles
and matters related to institutions of higher learning and
religious institutions. A good
time to get married and settle
down. But don’t expect to start
a family soon. If your children
are grown up and married, expect grandchildren.
MONKEY (1944, 1956, 1968,
1980, 1992, 2004)—This is
an unremarkable time for you.

Or it may seem so
since its pace may
not be as fast and
furious as you’d
like. Your social
life may not be as
sparkling. You’ll
make money in
routine enterprise, no sudden
lotto-like “winnings” from
contracts that fall into your
lap unbidden. However, since
you’re always brimful of ideas,
you can hit the jackpot this
year—if you’re selling ideas
and concepts. A super creative
year for you!
ROOSTER (1945, 1957,
1969, 1981, 1993, 2005)—
You may feel that your open
enemies
have
multiplied
overnight. They pop up from
the most unexpected places to
challenge your authority and
every action. Refuse to give
in to feelings of frustration
and despair. You must hunker
down and call on your much
vaunted work ethic. Hard
work and dedication saves you
now. Romantic matters take a
back seat—for now.
DOG (1946, 1958, 1970,
1982, 1994, 2006)—Luck
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By Zenaida Seva

ity. From these hidden energy
sources will come movement
and expansion. Your finances
and career will be more secure
now. So, too, will your romantic relationships be more committed and stable.
RABBIT (1939, 1951, 1963,
1975, 1967, 1987, 1999)—
Generally a banner year for
you. Your physical well being
improves now. You may undertake a new regimen of exercise
and diet. Your confidence will
be at an all-time high. You will
undertake projects you used
to think were too ambitious
for you. Romantic affairs are
lucky. If unattached, the right
person appears. If already in a
committed relationship, bonds
strengthen.
DRAGON (1940, 1952, 1964,
1976, 1988, 2000)—This is
a year when you fly in a holding pattern, consolidating the
gains you made last year and
preparing for the great leap
forward next year. This is a
time when you tally the gains
you made last year and decide
how you’ll parlay these gains
to bigger advantage in your
next year. Since you prefer a

Sudoku

Maglaro tayo ng Sudoku, ang bagong libangan ng bayan!
Ayusin lamang ang mga numero simula 1 hanggang 9 para
ang bawat numero ay minsan lang magagamit sa bawat row,
column at kahon.

Answer to Dec.-Jan. puzzle
Solution, tips and computer
program available at www.
sudoku.com

Kapamilya in the Year of the Rabbit

HOW will each animal of the
Chinese Zodiac fare in the Year
of the Metal Rabbit?
RAT (1936, 1948, 1960,
1972, 1964, 1984, 1996)—It
may be an uphill battle for you
now. Or you’ll feel you’re on a
treadmill running as fast as you
can just to remain in one place.
Your greatest virtue will be patience, to ride out this stagnant
period. Call on your inborn optimism to buoy up your spirits.
In romantic relationships, steer
clear of dangerous liaisons.
OX (1937, 1949, 1961, 1973,
1965, 1985, 1997)—If you
have an established business or
job, you can consolidate gains
you’ve made last year. Expect
no dramatic changes in your
financial fortunes now. Gains
will be modest but steady. In
romantic affairs, this should
be an exceptionally lucky time.
Your health improves with the
right doctor who’ll prescribe
proper medication.
TIGER (1938, 1950, 1962,
1974, 1966, 1986, 1998)—
Though there will be no palpable outward change in your
daily routine, underneath the
surface will be frenetic activ-
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from last year carries over to
this cycle. You will be able to
harvest the gains from what
you planted last year. Seeds
germinate and are in full
bloom. You’ll find the dream
job you’ve been looking for, or a
promotion and raise where you
work now. A most romantic
time. If you’re married, a child
born now will be lucky.
PIG (1947, 1959, 1971,
1983, 1995, 2007)—This
is one of your best years ever.
Your family life will be peaceful, its members prosperous.
You too will have no problem
attracting wealth and financial
well-being. You may move to
a more prestigious office and
home address. You’ll take that
dream vacation with your loved
ones. Your creative ventures
are met with critical success. A
year that leaves nothing more
to be desired.

Don’t keep the good news to yourself. Pass on your copy of LopezLink! Be a Facebook fan, sign up in http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lopezlink/86834229052.

Rockin’ the

KIONG Hee Huat Tsai! Welcome to our first
issue in the Year of the Metal Rabbit! We
hit the ground running when January rolled
around. Most of what keeps us busy are related to the Lopez Credo, which is front and
center among our many initiatives this year.
In his State of the Union message last
month, US President Obama expressed his
view that the challenge the American people
face can be described as this generation’s Sputnik moment. He made reference to that time
in American history when they were playing
catch-up to the Russians in the space age.
America’s response, he said, is to unleash a wave of innovation that created new industries and millions of new jobs. We in the Lopez Group
are also facing our Sputnik moment. We have just gone through a decade of crisis and now we are ready to move ahead with no less than
chairman emeritus Oscar M. Lopez (OML) leading the way.
This being the first full year of our full-blast dissemination and
institutionalization of the Lopez values as enumerated in the Credo,
OML has gotten on the social media wagon in order to personally
deliver his message. He is now on the “blogospere” via his Oscar’s
Summit (www.oscarmlopez.com) blog launched early this year, and
he also regularly communicates with employees through email. Want
to talk to OML about the Lopez Credo and its impact on your life (or
about anything, for that matter)? Email him now—you might even
win a new laptop while you’re at it!
During the annual budget conference in December, Lopez Group
chairman Manuel M. Lopez (MML) stressed the need to determine
“what the Lopez Group stands for.” At the same time, there needs to be
awareness of “what comes to the mind of various publics when someone
is recognized as a member of the Group.” Being seen as a brand or a
collective, MML said, is something that may used to our advantage.
For his part, ABS-CBN chairman Eugenio Lopez III (EL3)
touched on the concept known as ikegai. It is important to know why
you get out of bed in the morning, for this is your “reason for living,”
the secret to long life. The Lopez Group’s ikegai is a standard higher
than others and thus being part of the Group is a calling, EL3 said.
Transitions were on the mind of Federico R. Lopez (FRL) when
he addressed the First Holdings Group for the first time as its chairman during the Christmas party at the SMX Convention Center on
December 17 last year. He shared a few insights on successions, noting that the grace with which OML passed the torch “masks many of
the heroic and selfless decisions a leader must take on a professional
and personal level….”
“Knowing the immense fondness my dad has for the FPHC group
of companies and all the people who work here, I can only imagine

Dear Rosie

the powerful emotions he feels each day just with the thought of leaving it behind,” FRL said.
Also in this issue, we revisit ABS-CBN Foundation Inc. (AFI)
and Kapit Bisig Para sa Ilog Pasig, the newly minted holders of a
Guinness World Records certification for the world’s largest footrace
for 10.10.10: Run for the Pasig River. AFI chief Gina Lopez and her
team wasted no time in getting down and dirty to clean up Estero de
Paco and also rehabilitate the landmark Paco Market in the process.
This P70-million undertaking will then segue into an even more daunting task—cleaning up the five esteros in the environs of Malacañang that
have a collective length of about five kilometers, more than double Estero
de Paco’s two-plus kilometers. Find out what’s been done by the indefatigable group so far and how you can do your share. Every little bit helps!
Meanwhile, sit back, relax and find out what this year will be like for you
as forecast by Zenaida Seva (well, we hope knowing your fortune—good,
bad or mixed—will be relaxing). Also, Power Plant Mall is all gussied up
and ready for one of the biggest celebrations there is, so do drop by for
some Valentine’s Day gift and date options. Happy Valentine’s Day!
ooOoo
Where can we buy the “Undaunted” book?—Maricris
You may purchase the book at Lopez Museum. Contact Fanny
San Pedro at 631-2417.
ooOoo
Weird as it may sound, it’s my first time to read about Ms. Presy’s active participation in the anti-Marcos movement in the 1970s. I also
admire her now for being low profile yet hardworking.—Jeffrey
ooOoo
When will the exhibit in Lopez Museum end? Saw some photos online and was intrigued by the graffiti-style works. Thanks!—Lulu
The exhibit will run until April 2011. We hope you make it to the
museum before then, we guarantee you’ll enjoy yourself!
ooOoo
Does Griffin Sierra offer passport processing services also? How
much?—Tatin
Yes. Griffin Sierra charges a fee of P2,824 for passport processing. For
more info, call documentation supervisor Norie Avorque at 898-2451.
If you have questions, comments, opinions, suggestions and reactions
about anything and everything about the Lopez Group, please send
them to Dear Rosie through email DearRosie@benpres-holdings.com
or lopezlink@gmail.com or be a friend or fan on Facebook.

Canadian Rockies

MANY of us go to Canada and the USA to visit
friends and family. While already there, why not
take a trip to the Canadian Rockies? There are five
national parks to visit in this area: Banff, Jasper,
Kootenay, Yoho and Waterton, all offering a range
of activities and attractions for everyone to enjoy.
If you are traveling on your own, without a
package tour, you can start your trip from Calgary,
Alberta and drive west to Banff, Canada’s first national park, which is about an hour and a half away.
There you can find the beautiful and historic Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel, built in 1888 and modeled after a Scottish castle. Of course, the Rockies
are a top destination for skiers, but it offers attractions all year round, when the snow melts and the
landscape turns from white to lush, rich green,
with patches of blooms and wildlife.
Enjoy the view of Mount Rundle from the outdoor pool with water from the Banff Hot Springs,
a site of a historic spa and bathhouse offering massage, aromatherapy and wellness treatments. Also
visit Lake Louise, which is a scenic three-hour
drive from Jasper.

By Carla Ricafort Atienza

You can also get to the Rockies on the Rocky
Mountaineer, a train which takes you to and from
Vancouver, Banff, Calgary, Jasper and Whistler.
Tours can be arranged for each stop on route. It is
best to spend at least four days to appreciate this area
at a relaxed pace.
Daylight usually lasts until 11 p.m. in summer
in the Rockies, which begins around late May and
ends in early September and temperatures are
moderately warm. Autumn evenings are chilly, and
snow generally begins to fall in November.
Here are some things to remember when traveling to the Canadian Rockies:
Protect yourself from the sun. UV ratings for
the area are high year-round because of the altitude and the sun’s angle so dress appropriately for
walks and hikes and remember your sunscreen,
sunglasses and hat.

Take care on the road. For those planning to
drive or hire a coach, note that frost may develop
on road surfaces at any time of year, especially in
the mountain passes. Be prepared for winter driving conditions between September and June and
equip your vehicle appropriately.
And finally, since you are already in Canada,
grab a bottle of real maple syrup!
Call Griffin Sierra at 898-2451 to 57 or email
sales@griffin-sierra.com.ph and ask about promo
rates to Canada for travel until March 15, 2011.

Batanes bliss

GATHER your friends for an exciting
three-day, two-night adventure—join
Mandy Navasero’s Batanes Photo Safari this summer! Fee of P26,000 covers
transportation, hotel accommodations,
meals, tour guides, photography lecture
and demo fees for fashion, portraiture,
architectural, “naturescape” and macro
photography. Register until February 4,
2011 for the adventure happening on

Events around the world
Daytona 500 on February 20, 2011 at Daytona
Beach, USA. Tickets cost from $55 to $1,050.
Marato Barcelona on March 6, 2011. Be one
of the 8,000 who take part in the annual event.
Mardi Gras, New Orleans, USA on March
8, 2011 is one of the largest, most spectacular parties in the world.
Plan ahead. For rates and dates, call Griffin Sierra at 898-2451 to 57 or email sales@
griffin-sierra.com.ph. (C. Atienza)

March 12-15, March 18-21, April 1-4,
and May 6-9, 2011. There is also a fiveday, six-night Holy Week trip on April
19-24 for P32,000. For more info,
email mandynavasero@yahoo.com, call
899-1767 or visit mandynavasero.multiply.com or mandy-navasero.blogspot.
com. Or drop by Mandy’s studio at
LRI Design Plaza, 210 Nicanor Garcia
St., Bel Air II, Makati.
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What’s new

By Cherry Pineda

from ABS-CBN Publishing this February
Celebrating the muses
Metro’s first Muse Issue features Tweetie de Leon-Gonzales
dressed in Jojie Lloren’s masterpieces in celebration of his 20th
year in the industry. Rajo Laurel, Rhett Eala, Lulu Tan-Gan and
Randy Ortiz, among others, talk about their favorite models,
who come together in a glam photo shoot. Lala Flores shares
her makeup secrets in spreads featuring Kim Chiu, Angel Locsin, Dawn Zulueta, and her daughters. Read up on famous artist-muse relationships, including the likes of John Lennon and
Yoko Ono, Salvador Dali and Gala, and Anaïs Nin and Henry
Miller. Metro is also available on the iPad—just log on to iTunes
and go to the App Store.

his hope that his relationship with Shaina Magdayao will be
more smooth-sailing, while new couple Jennylyn Mercado and
Dennis Trillo and long-time couple Sen. Bong Revilla and Lani
Mercado share the secrets of a successful relationship. All these
and more in the February issue of The Buzz Magasin. Plus, get
your regular dose of controversies and showbiz updates!

Sweet stuff from ‘Chalk’

Chalk offers the sweetest
stuff this month: a peek into
the pretty little head of Jasmine Curtis, passes to the
most rocking debuts, the ultimate directory of the best
designers, hairstylists and
makeup artists, and giddyworthy love stories! Also,
be the apple of every guy’s
eyes with tips on how to
get perfectly made up and
dressed for your Valentine’s
Day date. Single? Discover
fun alternative stuff to do
with your friends—or even
by yourself—in this issue!

ENJOY the month of love and luck at Power
Plant Mall as we celebrate Valentine’s Day and
Chinese New Year with sweet treats, good deals
and one-of-a-kind lucky finds!

Love-filled ‘StarStudio’

Toni Gonzaga and director Paul Soriano talk about their difficult
first year as a couple, and how they find joy in being so different
from each other. Cristine Reyes and Rayver Cruz recount how
their love grew and why they fought hard to stay together. Robin
Padilla and Mariel Rodriguez give us slices of their new life as
husband and wife, with photographs taken from their first movie
together. StarStudio also offers exclusives, like comedian Chokoleit’s house, and a fashion spread featuring Jasmine Curtis.
Get the newest issues of your favorite magazines at leading bookstores and magazine stands nationwide. Get a free 1 issue for every
12-month subscription (for a total of 13 issues). For inquiries, call
Topping our February offerings is a feature on the wedding of ABS-CBN Publishing Inc. at (02) 455-9434 or visit us at http://
Regine Velasquez and Ogie Alcasid; John Lloyd Cruz reveals abscbnmags.multiply.com.

Love, love, love in ‘The Buzz’!

ROCKWELL POWER PLANT FINDS

is all around at Power Plant!
By Lisa Gomez

a bottle of red wine or a pitcher of sangria with
scrumptious paella and other delightful dishes.

Barcino
Enjoy Barcino’s cozy interiors and the wide
and fine selection of wine and cheeses. Savor
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Espressamente
Illy
For a more casual date, Espressamente
Illy offers pastas, sandwiches, coffee
and mouthwatering pastries. The cozy
couches and chairs will surely make your
date
comfortable
with you as well!
Beauty Bar
Make your lady feel
even more special
on the day of hearts
with
gifts
from
Beauty Bar. You will
never go wrong with
giving her gifts for
her pampering and
relaxation.

Muji
For the man in your life, Muji is the place
to go for casual clothes, organizers, travel
jackets, comfy shoes and other exciting
and useful items.
Dashing Diva
Drop by Dashing Diva for some pampering before heading to your Valentine’s Day
date. Enjoy a “spoiled manicure and pedicure,”
foot spa and other pampering services.
February events
Visit the mall on Chinese New Year, February,
3 to enjoy the dragon dance and fortune cookies! Rustan’s Fresh will also have a special Chinese New Year buffet for Sapphire cardholders
on February 4.
On February 7-14, get flowers for your loved
ones and enjoy the wine and cheese selections
at the North Court and South Court, R1 Level.

On February 11-14,
Baker’s Dozen will parade mouthwatering and
heart-melting pastries
at the Concourse Level.
On the weekend before
Valentine’s Day, stylish couples spotted by our
Cupid will receive cinema passes to catch the
latest movie at Power Plant Cinema!
On February 14, dine at any Lopez Strip restaurant and be serenaded by baritone Jack Salud.
Or groove to the jazzy vibe of The Verve Project
at the Concourse Level. End the night with a
bang with a musical fireworks display at 9 p.m.!
For more info, call 898-1702 or log on to www.
facebook.com/PowerPlantMall.

