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Lopez Holdings net
income at P3.170B

By Carla Paras-Sison

LOPEZ Holdings Corporation
reported P3.170 billion in net
income attributable to equity
holders of the parent for the
first nine months of 2017.
This is 43% lower than the
P5.591 billion in net income
attributable to equity holders
of the parent reported in the
first nine months of 2016 on
account of one-off losses and
the absence of one-off gains at
its associate. Unaudited consolidated revenues increased by
19% year-on-year to P77.944
billion from P65.626 billion.

Associate First Philippine
Holdings Corporation (FPH)
posted a 49% decrease in net
income attributable to equity
holders of the parent.
FPH booked one-off losses
related to debt prepayments of
consolidated units First Gas
Power Corporation and Energy
Development Corporation. It
recorded one-off gains from liquidated damages and arbitration
settlement proceeds in 9M2016.
The one-off losses, absence of
one-off gains and unfavorable
forex movement led to the lower

income. Excluding nonrecurring
items, consolidated net income
increased by 5% due to higher
operating profits from its real estate and manufacturing units.
Meanwhile, investee ABSCBN Corporation registered
a 20% decrease in net income
during the period. ABS-CBN
airtime revenues decreased by
16% while total costs and expenses decreased by 2%.
As of September 30, 2017,
Lopez Holdings owned 46% of
FPH and 56% economic interest in ABS-CBN.

FOR the nine months ended
September 30, 2017, First Philippine Holdings Corporation
(FPH) posted an attributable
recurring net income (RNI) of
P5.2 billion, higher by P282

million or 6% versus last year’s
P4.9 billion.
The growth was driven by
the stronger recurring earnings
from the real estate and manufacturing sectors.

Despite higher RNI, net income attributable to FPH decreased to P4.6 billion from last
year’s P9.0 billion on account
of the parent’s share in one-off
losses related to the First Gen

JANUARY TO SEPTEMBER 2017 FINANCIAL RESULTS (UNAUDITED, CONSOLIDATED)
Period
January-September
ABS-CBN
LPZ
EDC
First Gen
FPH
Rock

Unaudited total revenues
2017

% change

2016

2017

% change

P31.166B
P65.626B
P25.384B
$1.174B
P65.626B
P7.881B

P29.512B
P77.944B
P24.596B
$1.278B
P77.944B
P10.712B

-5
+19
-3
+9
+19
+36

P3.096B
P5.591B
P7.368B
$173.780M
P8.958B
P1.216B

P2.412B
P3.170B
P5.965B
$100.806M
P4.585B
P1.612B

-22
-43
-19
-42
-49
+33

Comparative profits lower
parative period of the previous
year led to lower net income
attributable to equity holders of
the parent. ABS-CBN expects
to meet its year-end goal of P3
billion in net income despite

the absence of election-related
advertising. Rockwell Land,
meanwhile, continued its strong
showing on the back of high demand for units at its residential
projects. (CPS)

EDC’s RNIA to
FPH RNI rises by 6% to P5.2B parent at P6.6B
group’s debt prepayments, in
contrast with the nonrecurring
gains recognized last year from
San Gabriel’s liquidated damages and First Philec’s arbitration settlement.

ABS-CBN reports P2.3B net income
By Kane Choa

ABS-CBN Corporation reported P29.5 billion in consolidated revenues for the first nine
months of 2017, bringing its
net income to P2.3 billion.
“Advertising revenues picked
up during the third quarter and
we are optimistic that we will be
able to sustain the momentum
until the end of the year to hit our
full-year net income target of between P2.7 billion to P3 billion,”
said ABS-CBN chief financial
officer (CFO) Aldrin Cerrado.
Advertising revenues reached
P15.3 billion for the first nine

months of the year or 3% lower
than the P15.8 billion, net of
election-related spending, registered during the same period last
year. This decline in the recurring
ad sales, however, was tempered
by an 11% increase in consumer
sales, which totaled P14.2 billion
over the same period.
The robust growth in consumer sales was driven by
strong demand for ABS-CBN
TVplus digital boxes and an
increase in SKY’s direct-tohome (DTH) and broadband
subscription revenues.

“ABS-CBN continues to be
the leader in national audience
share and ratings with 51.7% total national audience share based
on Kantar Media TV audience
measurement as of end-September 2017,” ABS-CBN Group
CFO Ron Valdueza said.
During the first three quarters
of 2017, SKY’s revenue also grew
by 7% to P6.8 billion from P6.4
billion over the same period last
year. The revenue increase was attributed to the growing number
of SKY’s broadband and DTH
subscribers.

Star Cinema, meanwhile,
generated close to P1.5 billion
in gross receipts from movies
produced during the first three
quarters of 2017.
KidZania earned P324
million revenues from over
224,000 visitors since the beginning of the year.
ABS-CBN also implemented cost control measures since
the beginning of the year. As a
result, the nine-month period
total costs and expenses for
2017 were flat compared to the
same period last year.

First Gen RNI dips slightly to $123M
FIRST Gen Corporation reported recurring net income (RNI)
attributable to equity holders of
the parent of $123 million for
the first nine months of 2017.
This was moderately lower by
4% or $5 million compared to
the $128 million it earned for the
same period last year.
The company’s attributable
net income for the first three
quarters of 2017 was $101 million. Attributable net income
was lower than RNI by $22 million due to the one-time effect
of break funding costs incurred
as a result of a $500-million refinancing of the 1,000-megawatt

(MW) Santa Rita Power Plant’s
long-term debt last May 2017,
as well as the premium paid for
Energy Development Corporation’s partial buyback of its US
dollar-denominated bond and
earthquake-related expenditures,
among others (see related story on
this page).
First Gen’s consolidated revenues from the sale of electricity
increased by $104 million, or 9%,
to $1,278 million as of September 2017 compared to $1,174
million for the same period last
year.
The natural gas portfolio accounted for $778 million, or 61%

of First Gen’s total consolidated
revenues. Their revenues were
23% higher for the first nine
months of 2017 mainly due to
the fresh contributions of the
97-MW Avion Peaking Power
Plant and the 420-MW San
Gabriel Flex Plant, though partially offset by the slightly lower
combined dispatch of Santa Rita
and the 500-MW San Lorenzo
power plants.
The 132-MW PantabanganMasiway hydroelectric plants’
revenues decreased by 30% to
$29 million, or 2% of First Gen’s
total consolidated revenues.
Consequently, the recurring at-

tributable earnings contribution
of FG Hydro was lower by $4
million at $9 million in the first
nine months of 2017.
“Despite the recent calamities like the Batangas and Leyte
earthquakes which negatively affected the operations of our gas
plants and our largest geothermal
facility, First Gen’s recurring 3Q17
net income only slightly dipped.
Other power plants in the portfolio, like Bacman and Burgos, were
able to deliver better profits this
year while our newest gas plant
San Gabriel recovered in the third
quarter,” First Gen president and
COO Giles Puno said.

ENERGY Development Corporation (EDC) reported a consolidated recurring net income
attributable (RNIA) to equity
holders of the parent of P6.6 billion for the first nine months of
2017. This is 6.5% lower compared to the P7.0 billion RNIA
that was recorded during the
same period last year as the company felt the impact of the magnitude 6.5 earthquake that hit
Leyte island on July 6.
In terms of consolidated revenues, EDC posted P24.6 billion, a slight 3.1% dip from the
P25.4-billion revenue figure that
the company recorded during the
same nine-month period in 2016.
Its Bacman geothermal unit
partly offset the reduced revenues
from Leyte, with its topline figure increasing by P0.5 billion as it
likewise endeavored to drastically
increase the amount of its contracted capacity, thereby reducing
its reliance on the spot market.
Inclusive of nonrecurring items,
consolidated net income attribut-

able to equity holders of the parent stood at P6.0 billion, lower
than the P7.4 billion in 2016.
The decline was primarily
driven by lower reported revenues
(P0.8 billion) combined with
lower proceeds from insurance
claims (P1.3 billion) and premium paid for the early redemption
of the company’s US dollar-denominated bonds (P0.4 billion).
These were partially offset by
lower FX losses (P0.4 billion)
and financing costs (P0.3 billion)
being reported for the period.
“A recurring initiative the
past couple of years has been our
focus to deliver financial predictability to our shareholders.
Notwithstanding the impact of
the earthquake, we’ve seen our
efforts to retrofit and improve
the reliability of our older assets, increase the proportion
of our contracted capacity, and
reduce our opex and financing
costs help us start delivering on
this target,” EDC chief financial officer Nestor Vasay said.

Rockwell consolidated
revenues up 36%
ROCKWELL Land Corporation registered P10,712 million in
consolidated revenues, higher by
36% from last year’s P7,881 million, for the nine months ended
September 30, 2017. Sale of condominium units, including accretion of interest income, accounted
for 86% of total revenues.
Total earnings before interest,
tax, depreciation and amortization (EBITDA) reached P2,715
million, 16% higher than last
year’s P2,333 million primarily

driven by the residential segment.
Overall EBITDA margin registered at 25% of total revenues,
which is lower compared to last
year’s 30%. Residential development, commercial development
and hotel contributed 63%, 35%
and 2% to the total EBITDA,
respectively.
Net income after tax (NIAT)
registered at P1,593 million, a
growth of 31% from last year’s
P1,216 million. NIAT margin
is at 15%, same with last year.



ABS-CBN remains Pinoys’ top
pick for news, entertainment

Unaudited net income attributable to
equity holders of the parent

2016

Energy units of the Lopez Group
led by First Philippine Holdings
Corporation posted higher revenues for the first nine months of
the year. However, one-off losses
related to debt prepayments
made by First Gen Corporation
and one-off gains in the com-
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By Kane Choa

Erratum In the article “Remembering Roby: An art of a life” by

Mitos Santisteban published in the October 2017 issue, the name of
Zeny Tañada (seated, center) was inadvertently left out in the photo
caption. Our apologies to Zeny Tañada.

Promos & offers

Here’s your binge viewing cheat
sheet!

With more shows and movies making it to video-on-demand
services, binge viewing has become the new normal. Here are
some shows you can stream and enjoy at home with family
and friends using SKY’s One SKY fiber-powered broadband
plans:
‘The Crown.’ “The Crown” gives viewers an insider’s look at
the life of Queen Elizabeth II. All Season 1 episodes are available for streaming on Netflix. Season 2 dropped on December
8.
‘Riverdale.’ This teen mystery drama based on the Archie
Comics characters has developed a strong following because of
the adventures of Archie and his friends Veronica, Jughead and
Betty. Available for streaming on Netflix.
‘Game of Thrones’ and ‘The Game Revealed.’ Drama,
bloody action and thrilling twists will excite adventure seekers
in HBO’s “Game of Thrones.” Or go behind the scenes in “The
Game Revealed” for exclusive cast interviews. “Game of Thrones”
and “The Game Revealed” are available for streaming on HBO
GO.
‘Westworld.’ Set in a futuristic Wild West-inspired theme
park, guests can interact with the android hosts of “Westworld”
to indulge their wildest fantasies. Available for streaming on
HBO GO.
‘The X Factor UK.’ “The X Factor UK” has become a household name when it comes to finding the next big thing in music.
Available for live stream online through SKY On Demand.
‘Youtopia.’ “La
Luna Sangre” has
expanded in the
digital world! This
iWant TV original
series centers on
Ryan (Axel Torres),
who investigates his
friends’
mysterious disappearances.
Fresh episodes are
available for streaming Thursdays after the airing of “La Luna Sangre.”
‘Umbra.’ Stories of supernatural encounters get the spotlight
in “Umbra: Anino sa Dilim,” iWant TV’s first original animated
horror series. Available for streaming via iWant TV.
One SKY fiber-powered broadband plans are available with
speeds as high as 100 Mbps for P2,899/month (with 300 GB
data allowance) and 50 Mbps for P2,899/month unlimited
plan or P1,899/month (with 200 GB data allowance).
Other plans include 25 Mbps (P1,899/month unlimited
plan or P1,599/month with 150 GB data allowance) and 10
Mbps (P1,299/month with 100 GB data allowance). All plans
come with SKY On Demand. For more details, call the nearest
SKY office or visit mysky.com.ph.

ABS-CBN is still the most
watched network in the country for relevant news and values-laden stories in November
after it garnered an average
audience share of 46%, or 12
points higher versus GMA’s
34%, according to data from
Kantar Media.
The Kapamilya network beat
its rival network in every part
of the country, particularly in
Mega Manila where it scored an
average audience share of 37%
compared to GMA’s 34%, and
in Metro Manila where it registered 41% versus GMA’s 27%.
ABS-CBN hooked viewers in Total Luzon as it hit

44%, with GMA registering
only 35%; in Total Visayas
as it recorded 54% compared
to GMA’s 27%; and in Total
Minadanao where it garnered
49%, beating GMA’s 34%.
Kantar Media uses a nationwide panel size of 2,610
urban and rural homes that
represent 100% of the total
Philippine TV viewing population.
“FPJ’s Ang Probinsyano”
(41.1%) ruled the list of the
most watched programs in
November. “La Luna Sangre”
(33.8%), on the other hand,
impressed audiences with the
confrontation scene between

Malia (Kathryn Bernardo) and
Jacintha (Angel Locsin).
“TV Patrol” (33.7%) is still
the most watched newscast in
the country, while “Little Big
Shots” recorded 30.2%.
“Wansapanataym
Presents:
Jasmin’s Flower Powers” (29.8%),
which premiered in November, instantly charmed viewers.
“MMK 25” (27.1%) remained
a source of inspiration through
the real-life experiences of its
letter senders.
“Wildflower” (25.5%) kept
audiences on the edge of their
seats as the face-off between
Lily Cruz (Maja Salvador) and
Helena Montoya (Zsa Zsa Pa-

dilla) continues to intensify.
Also part of the list are
“Home Sweetie Home” (25.3%)
and “Goin’ Bulilit” (23.4%).
Meanwhile,ABS-CBN ruled
across all time blocks, particularly in prime time where the
Kapamilya network recorded
an average audience share of
51%, or 19 points higher compared to GMA’s 32%.
ABS-CBN also ruled the
morning block with an average audience share of 41%
compared to GMA’s 31%; the
noontime block with 47%,
beating GMA’s 34%; and the
afternoon block with 42%,
while GMA only got 40%.

First
Balfour achieves ISO 9001:2015 certification
By Dolly Pasia-Ramos
FOLLOWING its successful
transition to the ISO 9001:2015
standard for quality management, First Balfour received its
new ISO certificate from TUV
SUD PSB Philippines on November 20.
Since the beginning of the
year, Corporate Quality has
been organizing awareness
and transition courses to facilitate First Balfour’s seamless
transition to the new standard. Published in September 2015, changes introduced
in this latest version of the
standard include an increased
focus on risk-based thinking
and a much simpler integration with other management
systems.
First Balfour underwent its
Stage 1 audit in August while
the implementation audit was
held in September.

The TUV SUD auditors
were highly appreciative of the
company’s risk management
system and process-approach
auditing, the use of technology in project delivery and the
support of the top management in the implementation
of the business management
manual.
“This successful transition
has demonstrated that we are
fully committed to continual
improvement, therefore giving our stakeholders the
reassurance that First Balfour only offers the highest
quality of engineering and
construction services,” said
Corporate Quality head Jose
Lagdan Jr.
The turnover ceremony was
attended by the First Balfour
management team and TUV
SUD PSB representatives.

THE board of directors of First
Philippine Holdings Corporation (FPH) approved on November 9, 2017 the declaration
of cash dividends on the company’s Series C Preferred shares at
P13.75 per share.The dividends
had a record date of November
24, 2017 and a payment date of
December 4, 2017.
Meanwhile, P1.00 per share
went to all common shareholders of record as of November
24, 2017 on December 8, 2017.
Earlier, the board had confirmed the appointments of Al-

exander Roque and Esmeraldo
Amistad as new vice presidents
of FPH.
Also appointed VP was
Denardo Cuayo, a special
projects executive at First
Gen Corporation since 2015.
Before joining the group, he
worked with Semirara Mining Corporation, Southwest
Luzon Power Corporation
and San Miguel Corporation.
Cuayo holds a BS Electrical Engineering degree from
the University of the Philippines.

From right: First Balfour president and COO Anthony Fernandez, Corporate
Quality head Jose Lagdan Jr., TUV SUD lead auditor Eunice Sol Diamante,
First Balfour EVP Rey Villar and TUV SUD account executive Ednalyn Olivia

First Balfour received its first
ISO 9001 certification for its
Quality Management System
in 2002. In 2003, it received
two other certifications under

the standard ISO 14001 and
OHSAS 18001, making it one
of the first triple ISO-certified
construction companies in the
Philippines.

Gen announces cash
FPH pays out cash divs First
divs, appoints new officers
THE board of directors of
First Gen Corporation on November 24, 2017 approved the
declaration of cash dividend
payment of P0.02 per share on
all outstanding Series B preferred shares; P0.01 per share
on Series E preferred shares;
and P4.00 per share on Series
F preferred shares.
The company also approved
the declaration of cash dividends on 113,105,520 outstanding Series G preferred
shares at P3.8904 per share

Follow us @lopezlinkph on Twitter and Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/lopezlinkonline

and on 13,750,000 Series G
preferred shares issued to First
Philippine Holdings Corporation by way of private placement at P0.38904 per share.
The cash dividends have a
record date of January 2, 2018
and a payment date of January
25, 2018.
The board also approved
the appointments of Ronaldo
Tablante, Carlos Lorenzo Vega,
Ma. Theresa Villanueva and
Grace Stephanie Marcelo as
vice presidents of First Gen.
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couch potato treats

ABS-CBN chairman honored with lifetime award

EL3: ‘We must serve with love’
By Trisha Bautista

NBA marathon on
ABS-CBN, S+A!

ABS-CBN Sports will air NBA games every day
starting Dec. 15! The special marathon fires off on
Dec. 15, 7 a.m., on S+A and S+A HD with the
Cleveland Cavaliers playing host to the LA Lakers. After that, it’s the OKC Thunder versus the
Philadelphia 76ers on Dec. 16 at 8 a.m. on ABSCBN. The coverage shifts back to S+A with the LA
Clippers-Miami Heat game on Dec. 17 at 9 a.m.
and the Cavs-Washington Wizards game on Dec.
18 at 7 a.m. Steph Curry and company take on
the LA Lakers on Dec. 19 at 11:30 a.m., followed
by the Cleveland-Milwaukee game on Dec. 20 at
9 a.m., both on S+A and S+A HD. On Christmas
Day, the Cleveland Cavaliers-GSW battle will air
live on S+A and S+A HD on Dec. 26 at 4 a.m. The
marathon will close with a live airing of the game
between the Memphis Grizzlies and the Dubs on
Dec. 31 at 9:30 a.m. on S+A. For more info, visit
sports.abs-cbn.com/nba.

ABS-CBN chairman Eugenio
Lopez III (EL3) encouraged the
community to continue serving
the Filipino people with love as he
received the Kapamilya Lifetime
Award in this year’s Kapamilya
Awards.
He said: “There is a marked difference between helping and serving. To quote author Rachel Naomi
Remen, ‘helping comes from a position of strength. It is based on a
relationship of inequality between
one who is stronger and who has
more, with one who is weaker and
in need.’ However, when it comes
to service, we do not serve with
our strength or abundance, but
rather we serve with ourselves. We
serve with who we are, thus making service a relationship between
equals.”
The chairman thanked everyone
who has been part of the company’s
history and successes over the past
30 years, stressing the importance
of embracing change in an everevolving industry while staying
true to the very core of its mission.
Looking forward to 30 years
from now, EL3 stressed: “I expect
that ABS should be a totally different company. …I say, boldly embrace and at the same time create
change, but make sure it is in the
service of the Filipino. This is our
unchanging core which grounds

ABS-CBN chairman Gabby Lopez receives the Kapamilya Lifetime Award from
president Carlo L. Katigbak

and guides us amid the frenzy and
flurry and dislocation.”
As he asked how ABS-CBN
could continue to pursue its mission of serving the Filipino into
the future, EL3 shared the story of
Saipoding Mariga of Marawi, citing
ABS-CBN Integrated News’ Jeff
Canoy’s online piece “Dispatches from
Marawi: Buhay Pa Kami.”
Mariga was bent on finding his
wife. He embedded himself in the
provincial capital, talking to strangers
in the hope of finding a way to cross
into the war zone. He refused to rest
until she had been found and rescued
or he could rescue her himself.

The lesson from Mariga’s story,
EL3 pointed out, is clear.
“When we serve, we must serve
with love,” the chairman noted.
“Service without love is a chore.
A job. An obligation. Service with
love is a mission, and our mission
is to be of service to the Filipino. It
is only by loving the Filipino that
we can do our mission decade after
decade, generation after generation. The theme of our Christmas
station ID sums it up into two
words: Just Love.”
In 1986, EL3 had a promising
career at a bank in San Francisco.
At his father’s request, the young

EL3 reluctantly left his job to join
him in pursuing a dream.
“To our Kapitan and my father
Eugenio Lopez Jr., I say again,
‘Dad, this is for you. Thank you for
allowing me to share in the precarious future we faced together in
1986. And I know that the ABS
of 2046 will only once more prove
that we are worthy of your dream,
and hope to make you proud as
ever,’” he said.
ABS-CBN president and
CEO Carlo L. Katigbak (CLK)
presented EL3 with a sculpture
from artist Michael Cacnio.
“…As we recognize the hard
work of our Kapamilya, we also
give honor to the man that has led
us through many different challenges, who has inspired us to hold
that kite up high and work hard
for our dreams. We give thanks
to his leadership that has allowed
us to carry our balloons while we
strived to reach the top of the ladder,” CLK said.
Over a thousand employees
were recognized at the annual
event. Also present were chief content officer Charo Santos-Concio
and department heads who were
awarded for their years of service.
This year’s Kapamilya Awards
ceremony served as the inaugural
event of the ABS-CBN Tent at
Vertis North in Quezon City.

ABS-CBN teases shows for 2018 in ‘Just Love’ event

LLS: Kathryn’s
transformation sets
new all-time high rating

More viewers tuned in to Malia’s (Kathryn Bernardo) transformation into a werewolf in “La
Luna Sangre,” setting a new ratings record for the
program. According to Kantar Media, the show
hit its new all-time high national TV rating of
38.5% from combined urban and rural homes, or
more than double the rating of its rival program’s
15.3%. Meanwhile, Tristan’s (Daniel Padilla) real
identity is slowly unfolding. How will this affect
his relationship with Malia? “La Luna Sangre”
airs weeknights after “FPJ’s Ang Probinsyano” on
ABS-CBN and on ABS-CBN HD (SKYcable
Ch. 167).

“It’s Showtime” host Vice Ganda

NEW and returning loveteams
and stories of love and family will
add color to ABS-CBN’s programming in 2018 as revealed during
the network’s recent Just Love: The
ABS-CBN Trade Event.
Leading the Kapamilya network’s
new offerings is “Bagani,” the TV
comeback of Liza Soberano and Enrique Gil, with Sofia Andres, Matteo
Guidicelli and Makisig Morales.
Filipino talent will take center
stage as “Pilipinas Got Talent” returns for another season, headlined
by Vice Ganda, Freddie Garcia,

Robin Padilla and Angel Locsin
as judges and Billy Crawford and
Toni Gonzaga as hosts.
Erich Gonzales, Enchong Dee
and Ejay Falcon, meanwhile, reunite in upcoming series “The Blood
Sisters.”
Love will be the binding force
in “No Ordinary Love” starring
Piolo Pascual, with Arci Muñoz
and JC de Vera. The series marks
the television debut of Alessandra
de Rossi and Empoy.
Jodi Sta. Maria and Richard
Yap will once again spread kilig

vibes via “Sana Dalawa ang Puso,”
which also stars Robin Padilla.
Angelica Panganiban and Zanjoe Marudo, on the other hand,
will show the joy and struggles in
relationships in “Playhouse.”
The “Just Love” trade event held
at the ABS-CBN Vertis Tent was
attended by hundreds of advertisers. It featured performances by the
biggest Kapamilya stars, including
the “It’s Showtime” family, the cast
of “Bagani,” and “La Luna Sangre”
stars Kathryn Bernardo and Daniel Padilla.

ABS-CBN orchestra ushers in the holidays with the music of Jose Mari Chan
RING in the holiday season with
iconic songs that have become
synonymous to Christmas in the
Philippines in ABS-CBN Philharmonic Orchestra Plays the Music of
Jose Mari Chan on December 16 at
the Solaire Theater.
Composed of 42 musicians
under the baton of maestro Gerard
Salonga, the ABS-CBN Philharmonic Orchestra was established
through the collaborative effort of
ABS-CBN and First Philippine
Holdings Corporation.

Under the baton of guest conductor Louie Ocampo, the orchestra will perform some of the most
memorable music that Chan made.
The audience will revel in live
performances of Chan’s compositions, among them “Beautiful Girl,”
“Please Be Careful with my Heart,”
“A Love to Last” and “Can We Just
Stop and Talk a While,” to be sung
by Chan himself and guest artists
like Jona, Bituin Escalante, Juris,
Markki Stroem, Acapellago, Migz
Haleco and Vocal Synergy.

The program will be capped by
Chan’s iconic holiday compositions, including “Christmas in Our
Hearts,” “Christmas Children” and
“A Wish on Christmas Night.”
The ABS-CBN Philharmonic
Orchestra Plays the Music of Jose
Mari Chan will have a matinee
at 3 p.m. and a gala show at 8
p.m. The show is directed by
ABS-CBN Events head Mickey
Muñoz.
For tickets, go to Ticketworld.
com.ph.

Looking forward,
looking back

IN Roman mythology, the god Janus is usually
depicted as having two faces since he looks to
the future as well as to the past.
In Filipino tradition, Christmas and New
Year are joyful opportunities to gather the family, to give thanks for the blessings received during the year and to look forward to the blessings
of the coming year.
In the Christian calendar, Christmas is the
celebration of the birth of Jesus, our Savior. He
became man so that we, imperfect and sinful
humans, can be reconciled with the one, perfect
and loving God.
New Year’s Day is celebrated as the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. This is the
celebration of Mary’s motherhood of Jesus and
reflects the rightful importance the Church of
God gives to the Mother of our Savior, who is
true God and true man.
In the rush of the holiday season, it may become a challenge to reflect on the significance of
these celebrations.
For many of us, it is enough to personally
feel joy and gratitude for the blessings of family,
work and good health.
In thanksgiving, let us be cheerful givers,
generously sharing the material and spiritual
blessings we have received. Done with looking
back, let us be immediately ready to face the
future—with determination and firm resolve to
do better, to be better and to realize our dreams.
For others, however, they seek something more.
It is during these festive times that some people can feel so alone even in the midst of revelry.
They yearn for something that they themselves
cannot explain. They are never done looking back,
and hence, cannot look forward. It seems as if
whatever was missing in their life would continue
to elude them in the future. Hence, they lose
hope, focus and the will to carry on.
Let us pray for such restless souls. Where
Christian tradition and charitable acts are insufficient, perhaps professional help, family support
and real friendship can heal over time.
Thank you for keeping faith with the Lopez
Group this past year. Let us face 2018 with
courage and full mettle.
I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a
prosperous New Year!

OSCAR M. LOPEZ

Chairman emeritus, Lopez Group
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To survive and not
despair

THE year 2017 gave us a great reason to pause
and reflect on life as we know it.
The death of our dear sister, Presy Lopez
Psinakis, brought sorrow to our family. She was
our only sister and, growing up, she was the
most tenacious among us all. She would fight on
principle and never give in, especially when she
believed that she was in the right.
As an adult, she was a very, very fine lady who
soldiered on as a patriot. She fought martial law
while in exile, together with her husband Steve.
Then, instead of retiring from the parliament of
the streets after the restoration of democracy
in the Philippines, she would return time and
again, joining rallies against corruption and supporting whistleblowers—even when she had to
travel by wheelchair.
She also had the biggest of hearts, taking on
the cause of indigent students through Phil-Asia
Assistance Foundation Inc. (PAAFI). She would
tirelessly solicit scholarships for public school
students from our rather large family consisting of cousins, nephews, nieces, grandchildren,
grandnephews and grandnieces, as well as from
friends and our corporate family.
I miss my Manang Presy. But the life she
lived and gave for others is truly an inspiration.
She lived every moment with love—love for her
country, for her family, for her causes, for her
fellow human beings. She sought justice for the
oppressed because she had so much compassion
inside of her. She felt that those who could help,
in any way at all, should. And she did just that.
Albeit our business units experienced a slowdown in bottom-line growth this year, revenues
remain healthy and most units have remained
profitable, turning in the expected numbers. For
2018, it will take all of us working together to
address several risks that may adversely affect
the sustainability of some of our business units
going forward.
This is why I look to the New Year with
much hope. I trust that those who can help, in
any way at all, will do so. Let us share with those
who have much less in life some of the bounties
we enjoy.
I want to thank all of you, our kapamilya, for
your contribution to the Group in 2017. May
the life and work of people like my Manang
Presy inspire us to continue doing our best work
for God, country and fellowmen.

Sa ngalan ng aking maybahay na si Maritess,
ng aming mga anak at mga apo, binabati ko kayo
ng isang Maligayang Pasko at Manigong Bagong
Taon.

MANUEL M. LOPEZ

Chairman, Lopez Holdings Corp.

A year of rebirth and
gratitude

THIS year, more than other years, was a blur
that just flew by. It was like a tornado of events
that sucked us all in then spat us out the other
end, dazed and bewildered.
We were glued to our TV sets following Senate and Congressional hearings. The Bureau of
Customs, the antidrug war, the Tax Reform for
Acceleration and Inclusion Act (TRAIN) and
the Sereno impeachment trial were but a few
that caught center stage.
Day in and day out, we went through the perennial pain of braving the unsolvable problem
of traffic. We agonized over the sorry condition
of the MRT and its plethora of ailments covering lack of maintenance, incompatible parts and
lopsided service contracts.
We were astounded at how bureaucracy made
license plates and drivers’ licenses as hard to get
as gold nuggets in a flowing river.
Aside from the rerouting of traffic, declaration of holidays and the Canadian Prime Minister enjoying a local hamburger, we continue
to hope the ASEAN summit delivered more
concrete gains for the nation.
And of course, there was the Marawi siege,
which roused the admiration and respect of the
nation for our noble military and, as always, our
compassion for our brethren who lost homes
and loved ones to the war.
I’ve heard it uttered many times: “Sana matapos na itong taon. Nakakapagod na.”
Yes, we’ve finally come to the home stretch
and the end of 2017 is in sight.
But let us take pause and allow silence to
usher in the spirit of Christmas.
Let us look past shopping, gift giving, gatherings and festivities.
While Christmas is the celebration of the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, it for me is also a
reminder of the many rebirths we go through in
our lives.
Each challenge we face, each burden we take
on as we serve the Filipino is a renewal of self.



Each time we become vulnerable in the service
of our fellowman is a return to our shared humanity with that very person.
For how else can we serve but with ourselves?
We can only serve with who we are. Then and
only then can we serve with humility and love.
For me, this is the essence of Christmas.
Christ did not save us from above. He started
in a manger, feeble and helpless. He started by
sharing our humanity.
Grasping the significance of this lets us know
we are “just loved” for who we are.
This triggers an unstoppable groundswell of
gratitude.
It is overwhelming when we realize how
much we have to be thankful for. Imbued with
gratefulness, we see in a new light the many
things we unconsciously take for granted—the
food on the table, the bed we sleep in, our health,
our loved ones who love us unconditionally, our
being Filipino. The list just goes on.
Yes, 2017 was a difficult year, standing out
even among the more difficult years we have
lived through.
Yet, as I allow myself to look back in silence, I
can only commemorate 2017 as a year of rebirth
and gratitude. I am certain it is the same for you.
Merry Christmas, Kapamilya, thank you for
all you have done this year, and, oh yes—JUST
LOVE.

EUGENIO LOPEZ III

Chairman, ABS-CBN

Together we have
stepped up

ANOTHER year comes to a close. And with
it, the lessons and gifts as well as the changes
and the challenges. As always, we pause during
this blessed season to take stock of all we have
accomplished and all that still lies ahead.
I always like to say that we are truly in exciting times. FPH’s business platform is continually evolving amidst the challenges of climate
change and rapid technological disruptions. This
year allowed us to continue creating new mindsets, developing new capabilities and even pursuing new ways of organizing how our people
and companies operate.
Our battle with global warming and the resulting impacts of climate change also continues.
Turn to page 11
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By Carla Paras-Sison

William Gilbuena & Lester Almazan:

‘Malasakit’ rules Rockwell

Clockwise from top: An oasis amidst the holiday rush; A light moment with the men and women of ISS; Reindeer hang out with pink flamingos on the Lopez
Drive side; Chillin’ with the penguins at the North Court; Giraffes tower over shoppers at the P1 Level

ROCKWELL...
from page 1

Manila’s fashionable mall
went with a predominantly
green, red, gold and silver color
palette for the holidays, slightly
modifying last year’s look by
wrapping the hallway lights
with wreaths.
For the first time, there
are no lights, wreaths, stars or
any other decorations hanging
from the ceiling. This freed up
the space for a major tweak
and a #ChristmasAtRockwell
scene-stealer—the
towering
Christmas tree at the Concourse Level. Slender and
minimally bedecked with red

and gold balls and golden fairy
lights, the new addition reaches
all the way to the mall’s ceiling.
Its central location near the
restaurants makes it yet another
selfie hot spot within the mall.
The singing animatronic
animals—reindeer, flamingos,
penguins, lions, tigers, zebras
and a giraffe—are back and
are more Instagrammable than
ever.
If guests don’t run into
Santa Claus roaming around
the mall on the weekends,
they may head over to Santa’s
Wishing Station or to Santa’s
Workshop, where he just might
be checking if anyone left some
cookies and milk for him.

The weekends of December are also the time for
Musical Christmas, when
the metro’s best choirs will
transport families and other
visitors to a virtual winter
wonderland.
Meanwhile, early birds had
swooped down on fab finds at
Rockwell’s Weekend Market at
the One Rockwell Retail Row.
Held on the last weekend of
November and the first weekend of December, the artisanal
market was one of this season’s
go-to spots for homemade and
organic goodies.
Have wheels, will go shopping! Of course, it won’t be a
proper #ChristmasAtRockwell

Meet the team

The ISS Facilities Services team is behind the installation and execution of the mall’s Christmas décor: (standing, from left) Veronica Villar, Hasnaila Malang, Liza Quimzon, Mary Grace
Liwanagan, ISS supervisor Ariel Reynido, Jovelle Asia, Gemma Fernandez and Jocelyn dela Cruz; (seated, from left) Harry Barcoma, Bernard Raguindin, Arjay Asia, Argie Agaton, Martin
Alcantara, Roselito Fernandez and Johnray Calimot

without the much-anticipated
Christmas Raffle!
Until January 31, 2018,
shoppers will get a raffle stub
every time they shop at retail
establishments in the Rockwell
residential towers (P1,000
minimum receipt), Power
Plant Mall (P2,000 minimum
receipt) and at Marketplace by
Rustan’s (P3,000 minimum receipt). A Mercedes Benz C180
will get a new owner during
the Christmas Raffle Draws on
December 25, 2017 and February 1, 2018.
To further sweeten the
Christmas Raffle pot, Rockwell will give each winner a
shopping spree worth P50,000
if they are present at the actual
draws.
Rockwell also has a special
treat for shoppers who rack up
a total of P500,000 in receipts
until January 31, 2018. In addition to getting Elite VIP
rewards, the super shoppers will
have a shot at driving home in a
lovely SUV. The Elite VIP Car
Raffle draw will be held at 5
p.m. on February 1, 2018 after
the draw for the second Mercedes-Benz C180 sedan in the
regular raffle. Since membership to the Power Plant Mall
Elite VIP Club is limited, one
can imagine that his or her odds
of winning the Mercedes-Benz
GLC250 AMG are very good,
indeed.
With Power Plant Mall’s
famous Christmas décor, raffle,
jungle critters, choral concerts
and all the other ingredients
that make up #ChristmasAtRockwell, plus just the
right amount of magic, you’ve
definitely got a holiday season
to remember!

ROCKWELL Land Corporation assistant mall operations
manager William Gilbuena
was once an electrical engineering student eyeing top
companies and found Rockwell Land to be “the one” in
property development.
“When I was applying for a
facilities engineer position, the
HR staff who accommodated
me expressed malasakit in a
very simple but impactful way:
she offered me coffee. Never
did I experience that kind of
treatment during an interview.
It seems subtle, but I joined
Rockwell because I felt that
the sense of malasakit is genuine,” Gilbuena recalls.
That was in 2012, and he
believes the culture of malasakit has continually grown
and will continue to characterize the way Rockwell Land
treats its customers and other
stakeholders.
Starting in his current role
in August 2017, Gilbuena was
given charge of a group of 15
technicians, operators and engineers. His biggest challenge
is communication, so he has
committed to practice—that is,

Rockwell Land
assistant mall
operations
manager William
Gilbuena

to expose himself to different
types of conversations. His time
in Mapua Institute of Technology did give him an opportunity
to interact with different people
in different contexts.
“But what really helped me
in my current role, more than
the contribution of school, was
my family. My parents taught
me principles out of their sincere care for me to be a good
person—that’s where I got
most of what I have with me
today,” says Gilbuena, who sees
a future in building nonprofit
organizations.
“I’m dreaming to lead
groups of people for a single
cause: encourage people to live
in a principled way. That sounds
deep, but it simply means that
I want to do things for life, not
material things. The intersection of my dreams and my work
in Rockwell is the development
of my social skills. For sure, the
path to my dreams and when
I get there involves people, so
I better be good at handling
them,” he says.
Rockwell Land assistant
horticulture manager Lester
Paolo Almazan joined the

Rockwell Land Landscape
team as horticulturist in 2014.
He had been doing in-house
landscape implementation for
another developer, but was
looking for a company that was
a cut above the rest and where
his contribution would have an
impact beyond ordinary.
In 2015, he was assigned to
do the décor for Power Plant
Mall, which he considered a
real challenge.
“Being a horticulturist,
you would expect me to focus
on taking care of plants and
trees—just focus on landscape
maintenance. But since the
Christmas décor and façade
lighting maintenance—both
not related to landscape—was
assigned to me, I pushed myself to go out of my comfort
zone and learn how to handle
these additional assignments
well. I always set target goals
every day leading to the main
objective of the project and
make sure I have the right
people around me to support
and help overcome challenges,”
Almazan says.
He believes his training
and the values he grew up with

Rockwell Land assistant
horticulture manager Lester
Almazan

when he was still studying reinforced his skills and made him
more resilient. He developed
malasakit when it comes to
work and for whatever he does.
“I just want to do things
right and be a better version
of myself every time. To provide for my future family and
give back to others in need.
Rockwell has really given me
opportunities to have a meaningful career,” says Almazan,
who practices foremost integrity and employee wellness at
work.
Gilbuena says integrity is
also the Lopez Value that first
resonates with him: “I try my
best to be the same person
at work and at home. This is
hard but this is also one of the
best ways to allow integrity to
manifest.”
Almazan tells LopezLink
readers: “Always think of ways
that will result in the best outcome and will lead others to do
their best as well. Make every
experience beyond ordinary.”
And from Gilbuena: “You
are a masterpiece, so in you
are the capabilities to produce
valuable work.”
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For Marawi

Corporate Sustainability

Locators’ group pitches
in with ‘Piso+++’
By Althea Cahayag

L-R: SKY Marketing manager Jennifer Love Reyes, Marketing head Allan Supnet, San Jose school district supervisor
Jocelyn Perez, SKYdirect product head Abigail Ng-Sy, trade marketing officer Cholo de Guzman, SKY president March
Ventosa, ‘TV Patrol’s’ Dyan Castillejo, Knowledge Channel’s Doris Nuval and SKY Marketing Communication director
Arlene Torres

SKY gifts remote
schools, navy outposts
with SKYdirect kits

CHRISTMAS came early for
students at Pamarawan Elementary School in Malolos, Bulacan
and Sumilang Elementary
School in San Jose, Antipolo as
well as marines in Navy outposts
in Mindanao as SKY partnered
with “TV Patrol”  to give Filipinos
in remote areas access to modern
educational materials and up-todate news and information.
SKY gave the students and
teachers access to Knowledge
Channel’s rich educational
material via its direct-to-home
TV service SKYdirect. Along
with the donation of the dishes,
the teachers also participated
in a series of workshops with
Knowledge Channel to maximize the use of the learning
materials.
“At SKY, we have the technology that can go to even the
most remote places, so people

all around the country can have
access to learning, news, information and entertainment. We
are honored to do be able to
do our part in supporting the
thrust of Knowledge Channel
by making its learning materials available to as many schools
as possible nationwide,” said
March Ventosa, SKY Cable
Corporation president and
chief operating officer.
At both schools, students,
teachers and parents were
treated to activities that included the “TV Patrol” Community Caravan consisting of
a job fair, livelihood seminar,
citizen journalism workshop,
medical and dental mission,
free haircut, and distribution
of schoolbags, school supplies
and groceries from ABS-CBN
Lingkod Kapamilya Foundation Inc.

Along with key representatives from SKY and Knowledge
Channel, present at the activities
were
anchors Ted
Failon, Bernadette Sembrano
and Noli de Castro, “Red Alert”
host Jeff Canoy, “Matanglawin”
host Kim Atienza, actor Richard
Yap, sports journalist Dyan Castillejo and singer Daryl Ong.
Meanwhile, as part of a
continuing effort to share
SKY’s enriching content to
more areas using the technology of SKYdirect, the company
also donated prepaid kits to 10
Philippine Navy detachments
in the West Philippine Sea and
in Tawi-Tawi.
SKYdirect gives Filipino
families nationwide access to a
rich lineup that boasts of news,
learning, movie, general entertainment and lifestyle channels.

From right: Operation Sagip deputy director Marcel Riñon and program director Higino Dungo Jr., ALKFI chief finance
and services officer Noemi Samson and managing director Susan Afan receive the LTAI donation from Toshiba
Information Equipment Philippines Inc. assistant general manager Haruyuki Kurihara, LTAI GM Ana Marie Molano and
other officials

LAGUNA Technopark Association Inc. (LTAI), a group
of locator companies in Laguna
Technopark, Biñan donated to
ABS-CBN Lingkod Kapamilya
Foundation Inc. (ALKFI)-Operation Sagip to help families affected by the conflict in Marawi.
LTAI general manager Ana
Marie Molano said 63 locators
and lessees supported the initiative by giving cash donations
of P1 or more.
“‘Piso Plus Plus Plus
(Piso+++) for Marawi’ is a

IN a tripartite agreement among
ABS-CBN Lingkod Kapamilya
Foundation Inc. (ALKFI), the Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission (PRRC) and Honda Foundation Inc., a new linear park will be
constructed in Barangay 832 near
P. Quirino Bridge in Manila. This

By Joel Gaborni

newable energy investments in
the country.
The donated solar power
system provides electricity
for lighting the school and its
perimeter, as well as for charg-

ing gadgets such as laptops and
cellphones.
The school has 13 rooms
in four buildings, including
seven classrooms, two libraries, a canteen, clinic, principal’s

Jerome Cainglet (5th from left), First Gen vice president, presents a sample
of a solar panel to Adoracion Valdez (4th from left), head teacher of Santa
Ines Elementary, during the turnover of a solar power system First Gen
donated to the school. Also in photo are (l-r) Nestor Arcansalin, BOI director;
Michael Reapor, First Gen assistant vice president; Gil Zubiaga, Brgy.Santa
Ines chairman; Buddy Chester Repia of theDepartment of Education; and
Ariel Abejuro with Reynaldo Reyes of Adtel

members are automotive providers.
To date, Operation Sagip has
reached more than 24,000 families
who were affected by the conflict
in Marawi. A telethon was also
launched in ABS-CBN’s Sunday noontime program “ASAP”
in November to raise funds for
rehabilitation projects.
Rehabilitation plans include
building houses in partnership
with Tindig Marawi, construction of schools and providing
livelihood projects.

New linear park to rise
along Pandacan estuary

First Gen donates solar power system to off-grid school in Rizal
FIRST Gen Corporation has
helped addressthe electricity
needs of a remote and off-grid
public school in Rizal by providing the school a solar plus
battery photovoltaic system.
First Gen recently turned
over the power system to the
Santa Ines Elementary School
in Brgy. Santa Ines, Tanay,
Rizal as part of the company’s
corporate social responsibility
program and in line with its
commitment with the Board
of Investments (BOI) on its
existing clean energy power
projects.
The donation aims not only
to help the school get a clean
and renewable energy source,
but to show support to BOI’s
own program of promoting re-

corporate social responsibility
activity of our association primarily because we saw Marawi
was really devastated during
the siege,” Molano noted.
Some of the companies
under LTAI had been partners
of ALKFI-Bantay Kalikasan’s
Bantay Langis and Bantay Baterya projects. The association
plans to expand the partnership
in order for more locators to
properly dispose of or recycle
their used lead-acid batteries
and used oils, as most of the

office and a separate room for
home economics lessons. It has
a student population of 238 that
includes Dumagat and Igorot
indigenous people.
First Gen turned over the
solar power system after company officials, led by vice president Jerome Cainglet, formally
signed the deed of donation for
the solar photovoltaic system
with Adoracion Valdez, the
school head teacher.
First Gen tapped Adtel Inc.
as contractor to assemble all the
components of the power system—such as the solar panels,
inverters and batteries—and
install them in the school. Adtel
also trained the school representatives on the proper operation
and maintenance of the system.

is in support of the Adopt-an-Estero project to further rehabilitate
Estero de Pandacan.
Honda Foundation will
fund the construction of the
linear park and the solid waste
management campaign. The
latter will be implemented by
ALKFI-Bantay Kalikasan under its Kapit Bisig Para sa Ilog
Pasig project and the PRRC.
The two organizations will also
be responsible for the construc-

tion and maintenance of the
linear park.
“The work we have been
doing with the PRRC, Honda
Foundation and all partners really involves advocacy work,” said
Bantay Kalikasan program director Jen Santos. “We are going to
do house-to-house solid waste
management advocacy programs
and we have information, education and communication materials.” (A. Cahayag)

L-R: Bantay Kalikasan’s Jen Santos, ALKFI’s Noemi Samson and Susan Afan,
PRRC’s Jose Antonio Goita and Gregorio Garcia, and HFI’s Riza Quito and
Thess Ileto during the MOA signing

BAYAN Academy offers the following certificate training
course this December:
December 14-15: Managing the Human Resource Function
For rates, call 426-3140. Bayan Academy reserves the right
to change course dates.

Museum/Values
Ongoings
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By Thea Garing and Yna Musico

A ‘reunion’
of Luna
masterpieces in
Singapore

CONTRIBUTING one of the
largest loans from a single collection, the Lopez Museum and
Library successfully brought
over 10 paintings by Juan Luna
to be part of the National Gallery of Singapore (NGS) exhibition Between Worlds: Raden
Saleh and Juan Luna.
The Luna component of
the exhibition curated by Lisa
Chikiamco features works of
the Filipino painter loaned from

From right: The Lopez Museum and Library team of Romeo Jalandoni, Thea
Sulangi, Peter Natividad and Rod Enano with National Gallery of Singapore’s
Johnny Chen

private and public collections
in the Philippines and abroad
in addition to the ones in the
NGS’ permanent collection.
Unveiled on November 16,
the exhibition is a must-see,
with rarely seen paintings from
Luna’s Roman period
to his other
monumental works on
view for the
public
to
enjoy.
L o p e z
M u s e u m’s
collections
manage-

The New Values Vanguards

ment department and conservation center worked with representatives from the NGS for the
preparation of the artworks. Each
step was meticulously monitored
and executed, from the creation
of the crates that would hold the
canvases in transit to overseeing
the unpacking of the artworks
until their installation in the
galleries. Utilizing best practices
in collections management, the
museum worked to ensure the security of these national treasures.
The endeavor became an opportunity for the museum staff to
refresh and improve their skills in
collections management. At the
same time, the museum was able

to engage with colleagues in what
is hoped to be an initial foray into
more collaborations in the future.
Lopez Museum’s España y
Filipinas is on display alongside
the version of the work from the
NGS collection. Flora is scattered
along the steps and billowing
fabrics are strewn across the two
women; the differences display
the artistic process of the Filipino
painter and his attention to detail.
Lopez Museum cited the
NGS curatorial team for its extensive research, filling in gaps
and giving richer context not
only to the reunited pair, but also
to the exhibition as a whole.
The 10 Luna paintings from
the Lopez Museum collection
will be on display at the NGS until March 11, 2018. For more information about Between Worlds,
visit www.nationalgallery.sg.

Galleries close
to prepare for
relocation

After more than 30 years in
Benpres Building, the Lopez

Museum,
along with
the Roberto
M. Lopez
Conser vation Center,
will be moving to its
new home
in Makati.
It
was
in April of
1986 when the Lopez Museum
found a new home in Pasig.
From its original home in Pasay,
the institution and its collection
moved to the ground floor of
Benpres Building to continue
the vision of founder Eugenio
Lopez Sr. Since then, the institution has hosted numerous
exhibitions highlighting the
visual arts and its Filipiniana
library collection, bringing together historical contexts and
contemporary art and issues.
As the galleries close, the museum thanked all those who have
supported its endeavors in the
past decades. The library, meanwhile, will continue its operations
until next year.

The Lopez Museum and
Library is at the ground floor,
Benpres Building, Exchange
Road cor. Meralco Avenue, Pasig
City. Museum days and hours
are Mondays to Saturdays, except holidays, 8am-5pm. Avail
of unlimited access to exhibitions
and library resources by signing
up for the Lopez Museum membership program. Members can
borrow books from the lending
section and get discounts on lectures, workshops and services for
only P1,500. For other inquires
and concerns, and for scheduling
of special tours and f ield trips,
call 631-2417 (museum) or
631-2425 (library); or email
lmmpasig@gmail.com.

By Dulce Festin-Baybay

Erica Lopez Abello: Time with family is what makes Christmas special
HOW is the holiday season spent
when you are a part of a large,
prominent family? Veronica Antonia “Erica” Lopez Abello, daughter
of Raffy and Pia Lopez Abello,
shares with LopezLink the yearly
traditions of her clan. She also talks
about the impact of her grandparents, Oscar M. Lopez and Connie
Rufino Lopez, while growing up.
Erica also gives an insight into
how important family bonding and
unity is to the Lopezes..
Can you tell us something
about your educational and
professional background?
What I studied and what I
do now couldn’t seem more opposite from each other. I studied
BS Health Sciences in Ateneo
de Manila University and went
on to continue my medical studies in Ateneo School of Medicine and Public Health. While I
was enjoying the sciences, I felt
I wasn’t as passionate about it,
so I decided to leave and pursue
something closer to my heart.
I’ve had a pretty interesting
and fun career path since then,
learned many things and gained
invaluable skills to where I am
today. I currently work part-time
as a teacher on the weekends
and full-time during the week
as the administrative officer
for FARM Inc., a landscaping
company started by my grandfather, Oscar M. Lopez, and now

owned and run by my father,
Raffy Abello.
How was it growing up in
such a closely-knit clan?
What were the values taught
you? Any holiday traditions?
The Christmas season always makes me feel nostalgic
and often makes me reminisce
about how it was like growing
up in such a closely-knit clan.
Ever since I could remember,
weekends, holidays and school
breaks were spent with my
whole family. As a kid, I never
really understood what my
school friends meant about having “family friends” because to
me, my family were my friends.
My grandparents have always been about fostering the
family bond and giving us the
opportunity to see and experience the world. Almost every
Christmas, we get to travel to
a country we’ve never been to
and it’s been so amazing. I’ve
been blessed with some of the
best memories touring around
Europe, Africa, the US and
places like New Zealand and
Japan. It’s honestly difficult to
pick my favorite trip from all
the countries we’ve been to.
But when you ask me what
memory jumps out when I
think of Christmas, it’s the
holidays spent in our home in
San Francisco, all of us in one

house, some cooking, watching
TV, playing games or hanging
out together just laughing about
nonsense. We never do anything
grand in terms of holiday celebration. It may seem simple
compared to traveling around
the world seeing new things but
I realized—and you can ask any
of my cousins and they’d have
the same sentiments—that what
makes Christmases special in
this family is the time we spend
together.
Can you give anecdotes on
how you practiced the values
taught you by your parents
and grandparents? How did
they influence you?
My grandparents are the
epitome of generosity, care
and kindness, and I’ve
always been inspired by
them to live my life the
way they have. It’s never
the big things but always
the small things that
count, so in whatever way
I can make a difference,
I try to do it. I always
have my family at
the back of
my mind, so
almost every
decision
I
make
t a k e s
them into
account. I feel

I wouldn’t be where I am today
without the love and support
I’ve received from them, so in
whatever I do, I try to do for
them. When I work, I do in excellence because I’d only want
to make them proud.
Have you ever worked with
any Lopez company? Can
you describe how it was? How
were you with your coworkers?
You could say my current job
started out as a Lopez company
before my dad decided to take
over. Working for the company
has been just absolutely amazing. I’ve been learning so much
and I enjoy the people I
work with. It’s like
my own family values passed
down from my
g r a n d p a re n t s
have also been
instilled here.
The sense of
family, respect and
care for one another has

flourished despite the challenges the company has faced
in all the years it’s been open.
It’s actually really nice to see
that the people in the company,
most especially the ones that
have been around since its early
years under the administration
of my grandfather, really feel a
sense of attachment and loyalty
to the company. Everyone cares
for each other and really works
together to keep the company
growing despite whatever obstacles may come.
I was also able to work as
a talent in ABS-CBN, specifically as a TV show host
on their music channel called
MYX before I worked fulltime with my dad. Just like at
work with my dad, I felt like
I was at home with all the
people I worked with in Star
Magic and MYX. I made sure
that only a select few knew I
was a Lopez because I wanted
to really prove to myself that
whatever came my way was
because I deserved it. I got to
get to know everyone, from
the big bosses to the artists
and even the staff and camera
crew on set. I formed bonds
with some of the most genuine
people I’ve met and fostered
relationships with some of the
hardest working people in the
industry.

What was so great about
my experience working here
was that, again, the values instilled in me by my parents and
grandparents were also lived
out by its employees. A sense
of family unity, teamwork, excellence and care thrived in our
workplace.
What advice would you give
your younger siblings regarding the Lopez Values? Your
responsibilities of being part
of such a big family?
To be a part of a family
that loves and accepts you is
more valuable than silver or
gold. I think that growing up,
you don’t realize how important your family is and it’s all
just about making new friends
and spending time with them
but the older I get, the more
I realize just how absolutely
grateful I am for them. No
matter what you are going
through in life, family has your
back—even when it doesn’t
seem so and you might think
only your friends can understand you. They know you the
most and will always have
your best interest at heart. So
nurture your relationship with
family and cherish every moment spent together, listen to
their advice and remember
that family will always be
there for you.
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A rockin’ Rockwell
Walk the Talk!

Lopez Holdings
chairman
Manuel M.
Lopez

Wellness Walk the Talk held at
Rockwell Center on November
18, 2017.
Rockwell Land Corporation
and Asian Eye Institute sponsored the walk.
The registration started at 6
a.m. As the participants trickled in, they were given bananas,

HR Council head Cedie Lopez Vargas

Rockwell VP Beaver Lopez
(center) with Anthony Peñalosa
and John San Pedro

Rockwell
SVP Val
Soliven

Rockwell
SVP Ellen
Almodiel

Front and center with the November birthday celebrants

mineral water, taho and disposable rain jackets.
The program began with the
invocation and the recitation of
the Lopez Credo and Values led
by Rockwell senior vice presidents Ellen Almodiel and Val
Soliven, respectively.
Rockwell vice president Beaver Lopez delivered the welcome remarks.
The November birthday celebrants were also invited to come
on stage to be recognized.
Manol Ereñeta of Rockwell
Club introduced Rockwell Atletica, a commercial gym that features
cardio and weights, functional
training and multipurpose studios.
To warm up, the participants
took part in heart-pumping
stretching exercises courtesy of
Arnold Trinidad the Rockwell
Club. They went on their way
after the safety briefing given
by Energy Development Corporation’s August Villalon.
Joel Nobleza and Thamar
Olaivar of Rockwell served as
the morning’s emcees.
During the walk proper, the
participants were treated to a
grand view of Rockwell Center’s serene environs.
A packed breakfast meal and
a Rockwell Atletica drawstring
bag were distributed, to the delight of the participants, after
the 3.7-kilometer walk.
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Sudoku

Maglaro tayo ng Sudoku, ang bagong libangan ng bayan!
Ayusin lamang ang mga numero simula 1 hanggang 9 para
ang bawat numero ay minsan lang magagamit sa bawat row,
column at kahon.

Text and photos by
Gerbs de Castro

AROUND
700
individuals
took
part
in the Lopez Group
HR Council-Lopez
Lifelong

Interactive

L-R: EyeScan fundus photograph reader Roxanne Dy, Marketing specialist Charizze Henson, EyeScan fundus
photograph reader Jessica Tomagan, Marketing head Audrey Trinidad, Strategic Operations OIC Dr. Patricia
Manuel, retina and vitreous specialist Dr. Patricia Quilendrino, Lopez Holdings chairman Manuel M. Lopez, Lopez
Group chairman emeritus Oscar M. Lopez, EyeScan director Dr. Louis Jison, ABS-CBN chairman Eugenio Lopez III,
Asian Eye president Benjamin Liboro, VP Alwin Sta. Rosa and glaucoma specialist Dr. Edgar Leuenberger

Asian Eye takes home its 4th LAA
By Charizze Henson

ASIAN Eye Institute was among
the six winners at the Lopez
Achievement Awards (LAA)
held at Studio 10 in ABS-CBN
on October 18, 2017.
Its entry, “Preventing SightThreatening Diseases Through
EyeScan: The First Teleophthalmology Service in the Philippines and Among the First Three
Movers in the World,” won in
the Customer Focus category.
EyeScan is a prescreening service that can detect risks or signs
of sight-threatening problems
like cataract, glaucoma, retinal
problems and corneal and external disease. Pioneered by Asian
Eye in 2015, EyeScan is the
institute’s response to the World
Health Organization’s call to
help eliminate blindness across
different sectors by 2020.
According to Asian Eye vice
president and general manager
Alwin Sta. Rosa, eye care is
among the lowest priorities of
Filipinos.

“This is why most Filipinos
don’t get their eyes checked regularly. Some are afraid to know
their eye condition and subscribe
to the ‘bahala na’ attitude, while
the others are hesitant to pay for
eye checkups. In the end, they
suffer from vision loss or permanent blindness,” he says.
EyeScan director Dr. Louis
Jison explains that EyeScan has
been an instrument in reaching
out to more people and encouraging them to take charge of
their eye health.
“EyeScan is durable and portable, so we can bring it to different locations. People who are
always on the go and who fear
eye checkups can also benefit
from it as it’s quick and noninvasive,” he notes.
EyeScan can detect eye diseases even without doctors or
full-clinic facilities.
Jison adds: “It produces quality scans of the front and back
parts of the eyes, so we can tell

@The Lopez Group bowling tourney
Leader in quality
Team Pioneering Entrepreneurial Spirit dominates Asian Eye earns

the patients if they have normal
vision or if they need further
consultation with an eye specialist. In fact, we have patients
who expressed their satisfaction
with the service, saying that EyeScan has not only saved their
vision, it has also saved them
from spending a lot for their
treatment.”
It is the fourth time that
Asian Eye has been recognized
by the LAA. It also won in
2008, 2011 and 2014.
“Being recognized by the LAA
gives us a sense of fulfillment,”
says Sta. Rosa. “We are more empowered to help the Filipinos in
the fight against blindness.”
EyeScan is available at Asian
Eye Family Vision Center in
UP Town Center and Asian
Eye Vision Center in HealthFirst Legaspi Towers 200,
EyeSite Fairview, St. Frances
Cabrini Medical Center, Oasis
Commercial Center and other
partner clinics.
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Answer to NOVEMBER puzzle
Solution, tips and
computer program
available at
www.sudoku.com

Special Feature

Larga Na! Text and photos by Gerbs de Castro

Mt. Balagbag can be your Christmas climb
MT. Balagbag in Rodriguez,
Rizal is known as one of the hottest places to trek due to the lack
of trees along the trail. This was
why we climbed it during the
Christmas season when temperatures were cooler.
From our meeting place at
Eton Centris in Quezon City,
we sped off to our target destination. We passed Commonwealth
Avenue, turned right at Quirino
Highway and right again at Igay
Road, which links the upper barangay to Quirino Highway and
Rodriguez (formerly Montalban).
In Brgy. Macabud, an uphill
road took us to the Licao-Licao
area. We took photos at Our Lady
of Faith Grotto at Mt. Bituin
then proceeded to Sitio Balagbag,
the location of the jump-off.
We parked our vehicle and
dropped by the office of the Cambasi Veterans Association Inc. for
information regarding the place.
We then paid the registration fee at
the Sitio Balagbag Health Center
before starting the trek proper at
9:25 a.m. It is advisable to buy re-

freshments at the sarisari stores here since
they are somewhat
colder than the ones
sold along the trail.
At the time of our
trek, the route to the
summit was mostly
rocky, such that only
4x4 vehicles and
mountain bikes could
easily pass.
There are parts
along the path where
you could turn around
and marvel at the view
of nature. After several
minutes, a large red
gate greeted us. Hikers could easily pass through, but donations
for the maintenance of the place
are accepted at the resting hut as
the area beyond the gate is privately owned.
There are two trails to the summit. Since the grassy trail on the
right is the shorter route to the
top, we chose it for our assault.
As you approach the goal, look
behind you and be astounded by
the spectacular view.

Christmas 2017

Gifts with a diff 3

platinum recognition
from Accreditation Canada

Clockwise from top: Overall champion Team
Pioneering Entrepreneurial Spirit; Second placer Team
Unity; and third placer Team Employee Welfare and
Wellness

THE Pioneering Entrepreneurial Spirit squad bagged
the team overall crown in the
2017 Lopez Group bowling tournament held at the
Coronado Lanes in Mandaluyong.

The champion team was
represented by players from
ABS-CBN, SKY and Knowledge Channel.
Finishing in second place
was the Unity contingent represented by employees from

Energy Development Corporation. The third-place winner
was Team Employee Welfare
and Wellness composed of
players from First Philippine
Holdings Corporation and
First Gen. (G. de Castro)

ASIAN Eye recently received
a platinum-level status from
Accreditation Canada International (ACI), raising the bar
further, from gold to platinum,
in patient safety practice.
ACI is a nonprofit organization that evaluates organizations based on safety and quality improvement standards. At
present, it has over 1,000 health
and social service organizations
and 7,000 sites on five continents around the world.
“The reaccreditation by ACI
is a seal of quality,” says Asian
Eye president Benjamin Liboro.
“It is a testament to our continuing commitment to offering an international standard of
care in patient safety, high quality services and innovation.”
The ACI accreditation arrived
just as Asian Eye is culminating
its 15th anniversary celebration.

The Asian Eye team, led by president Benjamin Liboro (seated, 2nd from
left) and VP Alwin Sta. Rosa (seated, rightmost), with Accreditation
Canada auditors

Vice president and general manager Alwin Sta. Rosa
shares: “This is timely as we
celebrate a significant milestone and look forward to better things ahead. We take pride
in the efforts that our team exerted to achieve this. It also inspires us to continue to improve
our processes and facilities as
we expand to serve our patients
better.”
Asian Eye began its push
for international accreditation

Follow us @lopezlinkph on Twitter and Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/lopezlinkonline

by adopting the ACI standards
in 2010. It is the first and only
private ambulatory eye care facility in the Philippines to receive international health care
accreditation.
From one surgical clinic in
Rockwell Center in 2001, Asian
Eye now has a network of nine
clinics manned by 18 internationally trained specialists. It is
now the largest eye center in the
country, serving 60,000 patients
every year. (C. Henson)

CHRISTMAS is nipping at
your heels, but the traffic situation means you can’t wander
all over the metro for the most
precious and meaningful presents for your loved ones that
you can find. As we enter the
home stretch, give yourself a
break and narrow it down to
these sure crowd-pleasers.

December, Presente is at the R2
Level of Power Plant Mall. It
offers world-class fashion and
home items and even gift delivery services. Proceeds will go to
the HeArteFino Development
Program. For more info, visit
www.artefino.com or follow @
artefinoph on Instagram.

ArteFino

ABS-CBN Publishing’s upcoming titles will make good
stocking stuffers especially for
parents and film buffs. “How
to Raise a Superstar” by Niña

Scour Presente: The Holiday
Pop-up by ArteFino for gifts
made by Filipino artisans. Ongoing for the whole month of

ABS-CBN Publishing
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Corpuz is not just
for moms who
want their children
to shine. It also
talks about chasing dreams and dealing with
failure, serving as an inspiration to dreamers who aspire to
be superstars in different fields.
Meanwhile, “Pro Bernal, Anti
B i o”
is an
uncensored
memoir that
refuses
to be a
tribute
with
the late

National Artist for Film Ishmael Bernal’s own personal writings as well as accounts from his
friend Jorge Arago and pop historian Angela Stuart-Santiago.
“How to Raise a Superstar” was
published in partnership with
Working Mom and “Pro Bernal,
Anti Bio” with Friends of Bernal.
Both titles will soon be available
in leading bookstores.

The ABS-CBN Store

Make your Christmas party
extra fun by playing “Darna at
Ang Nawawalang Bato”! The
Darna card game is available
at The ABS-CBN Store and at
selected bookstores and hobby
shops for P150 per pack. (Pia
de Leon)

After 20 minutes, we finally
arrived at the summit 745 meters
above sea level. Here you will enjoy a wonderful 360-degree view
of the Sierra Madre and Metro
Manila.
By the way, Mt. Balagbag’s
summit is also called the “campsite” or the “helipad” due to the
vastness of land surrounding it. It
could really accommodate around
10-15 tents at once or provide a
landing space for a helicopter.

We ascended via the wide
trail on the left, took a break at
the resting hut and reached the
jump-off at 2:30 p.m.
Mt. Balagbag is definitely one
of the easiest mountains to scale.
Just make sure to wear heat-protection apparel and trek shoes.
Trek slippers or sandals would
pose some inconvenience due
to the rocky terrain. (Excerpted
from http://larga-bista.blogspot.
com)

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES...
from page 5

But together, I can proudly say
we’ve stepped up our game not
just in our respective industries
but, more importantly, in our
daily lives.
Our sustainability initiatives at the holding company
level cuts through every subsidiary as we see each of our
subs migrating to renewable
energy, measuring their own
carbon footprints, saving and
enhancing water supplies, efficiently using materials to
reduce waste, managing their
energy utilization and inculcating a culture of sustainability among our employees
as well.
In July, we launched the
Step Up program to encourage
our employees to be more aware
of the impact of their daily life
choices, then take action by
committing to step up one day
at a time until the sustainable
lifestyle becomes second nature
to them. No action is simple or
small as all these can have positive impacts—on our health,
our society, our economy and
our environment.
Recently, FPH was conferred the 2017 PSE Bell Award
for the Best Sustainability Program, while First Gen won the
Green Company of the Year at

the 2017 Asia CEO Awards.
Both recognitions demonstrate
our capabilities and strong leadership to blaze the trail towards
a sustainable and decarbonized
planet.
Our experiences made us
stronger and more focused on
what we are, what we do and
what we believe in as a group
of companies. As the year
closes, let us be grateful for
the blessings we have received
and remember and cherish the
people who were part of our
journey: Tita Presy (Psinakis),
Wash SyCip and Edwin CoSeteng—thank you very much
for sharing your precious time,
and for your dedication and
wholehearted
commitment
to us. Our fond memories of
each of you will forever be remembered, your legacies always
celebrated.
I look to the future with
hope and courage, and pray
for strength and grace for our
families, loved ones, friends,
colleagues, our partners and
stakeholders and all our businesses.
I wish you all a happy and
meaningful Christmas, and
best wishes for the New Year.

FEDERICO R. LOPEZ

Chairman, FPH Group
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What’s new

Collated by Karina Tropicales

from ABS-CBN Publishing this December
idea, while Fashion Interiors’ Gela CornelisThe ‘Metro’ Holiday Issue: Kim setting
sen lists her top entertaining tips.
keeps shining
Metro has been witness to Kim Chiu’s many transformations. With this
‘FOOD’ goes digital
newest cover, she dazzles in the season’s textures of glitter, shine and fur.
Metro’s fashion and beauty stories balance finding the right way to wing
holiday glamour with looking ahead to the hot trends of 2018. You’ll
see this in the fashion editorial “Party Girl Glam” and beauty editorial
“Lady Luster”—two new ways to bring on the cheer without overdoing
it. Don’t forget to check out the last minute-gift guide lest you need to
find something novel and trendy for your loved one.

Start 2018 right with ‘Working
Mom’

Working Mom is an inspiring read for moms who wish to start the year
right. Features include beauty sins women should avoid, tips on jazzing up basic black outfits, updating ’dos, a health checklist and popular
diets to try. Toni Gonzaga-Soriano graces the cover with son Seve and
talks about the biggest turning point in her life as she embraces her
roles as a wife and a mom.

‘Metro Home’ rings in 2018
with 3-cover special

Metro Home & Entertaining brings forth all things designer to upgrade your space for the holidays and beyond. To end 2017 and welcome 2018 with a bang, the magazine has a three-cover special featuring projects by Atelier Almario, Andrew Laurel, Tessa Alindogan and
Tessa Prieto-Valdes. Event stylist Jo Claravall shares a dreamy table

has been regaling its readers with its delicious take on food for 22 years. In time for the holidays, the issue brims
with party recipes and the Presents Perfect gift guide. And as 2017
ends, the magazine bids good-bye to its print edition and moves to its
digital home on www.metro.style. FOOD looks forward to the next
20-plus years of sharing
delicious food stories
with its readers.

Get the newest issues of
your favorite magazines at
leading bookstores and magazine stands nationwide. To
download, users on Android
devices must download the
Zinio app from the Android Market. The app is also
available through the iPad
App Store. PC and Mac users can access Zinio at zinio.
com. You may also subscribe
to your favorite ABS-CBN
Publishing magazines or
purchase current and back
issues by logging on to http://
store.abs-cbn.com/categories/
Magazines/Current-Issues/.

POWER PLANT MALL + THE ABS-CBN STORE FINDS

By Jannine Sy

Holiday gift ideas for the fam!
tion, especially when they come
in the cutest packaging and
the prettiest shades (apple-pie
brown, rose pink and cool red)?
Check out Happy Skin’s stall at
the R2 Level.

5. For the Little Ones
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CHRISTMAS is all about family and creating beautiful memories
through Christmas traditions. One of the highlights of the season,
gift giving, makes everyone’s hearts full.
Enjoy shopping for the holidays at Power Plant Mall with the
festive décor, singing jungle safari animals and #ChristmasAtRockwell’s Musical Christmas! We’ve rounded up some great gift ideas
for the most important people on your list. Head to Power Plant
Mall and get your shop on!

1. For Dad

Keep Dad in style with a classic pair of kicks, the Nike Cortez.
Not just for the young ones, Nike’s original running shoe is reinvented into a more casual style that has become a cult favorite.
Cop a pair for Dad at The Athlete’s Foot, R2 Level.

2. For Mom

Part of Jo Malone’s holiday collection, the Green Almond & Redcurrant is the perfect woody fragrance! Watch Mom’s face light up
at its warm, nutty scent and bright and merry packaging! Visit Jo
Malone at the R1 Level.

3. For the Big Brother

Definitely one that will never go out of style, the Ray-Ban Aviator
is an easy pick for your big bro. Choose among a variety of colors
at L.S. Pascual, R3 Level.

4. For the Younger Sister

How can one resist the Happy Skin x Sanrio Characters collec-

Make Christmas more exciting for the little ones with big
gifts to unwrap! Unleash their
imagination with Duplo Lego
sets (but make sure not to step on them!) and make playtime more
fun! Visit Hobbes and Landes at the R3 Level.

#JustLOVE, just perfect!

Celebrate love with The ABS-CBN Store’s #JustLOVE shirts!
Available in white, black, red, green and blue for P375 each.
Order online at www.abs-cbnstore.com or visit The ABS-CBN
Store in ELJ Building and its kiosks in Trinoma and Glorietta.
(Pia de Leon)

