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ABS-CBN & FPH: Making

beautiful music for ‘Kapamilya’
SOMEWHERE, a generation of Filipinos owes a part of their early classical music education to a rabbit. Yes, a rabbit. And maybe even a cat and a couple of mice.
Who can forget Bugs Bunny as “The Rabbit of Seville” doing a Farmville on Elmer Fudd? There was Mickey Mouse and a gaggle of farm animals performing “William Tell
Overture,” and a feuding cat and mouse wreaking havoc on an orchestra in “Tom and Jerry in the Hollywood Bowl.” Or Bugs again as the no-baton conductor Leopold Stokowski
exacting revenge on “Giovanni Jones” in “Long-Haired Hare.”
Turn to page 8
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Lopez Holdings attributable
net income at P6.185B
LOPEZ Holdings Corporation registered P6.185 billion
in net income attributable to
equity holders of the parent for
the first nine months of 2012.
This is 76% higher than the
P3.513 million in net income
attributable to equity holders of
the parent reported in 9M2011.
This was primarily due to the
16x year-on-year (YoY) increase in equity in net earnings
of associates to P5.307B from
P305M, after associate First
Philippine Holdings Corporation (FPH) sold a 2.66% stake
(30 million shares) in Meralco
in January 2012. FPH also
booked an additional gain
relating to its previous sale of
Meralco shares, with the assignment to the FPH Group of
Rockwell Land shares received

as property dividends by buyer
Beacon Electric.
Unaudited
consolidated
revenues increased by 13% YoY
to P24.017B from P21.229B, as
associate ABS-CBN Corporation logged stable numbers in
9M2012, after implementing
higher advertising rates beginning February 2012.
On November 5, 2012,
Globe Telecom Inc. announced
a tender offer for debt held by
Lopez Holdings associate Bayan Telecommunications Inc.,
which has been under court-assisted rehabilitation since 2004.
“While unable to participate
in the highly lucrative mobile
phone space, Bayan continues
to perform well in the data
services arena. Its superior
customer service quality and

targeted managed service offerings make it a preferred player
in the very competitive business
process outsourcing sector. It is
providing valuable and muchneeded services to the market.
Although the tender offer only
involves Bayan debt, collaborative efforts between Globe
Telecom and Bayan bode well
for the Philippine telco industry,” said Lopez Holdings
president, chief operating officer and chief finance officer
Salvador G. Tirona.
As of December 31, 2011,
Lopez Holdings held a 60.3%
economic interest in ABSCBN, 46.6% in FPH and
47.3% in Bayan Telecommunications Holdings Corporation,
which owns 97% of Bayan.
(Carla Paras-Sison)

ENERGY Development Corporation (EDC) generated a
net income of P8.57 billion for
the first nine months of 2012
which reverses the net loss of
P488 million registered for the
same period last year.
The increase was boosted
mainly by revenues from subsidiaries Green Core Geothermal Inc. (GCGI) and First
Gen Hydro Power Corporation (FGHPC). GCGI posted
a net income of P2.16B from
the 305-MW Tongonan I and
Palinpinon power plants’ power
supply agreements while FGHPC earned P2.77B from the

sale of electricity and ancillary
services for the PantabanganMasiway hydroelectric plants.
These were partially offset by
the P195M net loss by another
subsidiary, Bacman Geothermal Inc., mainly due to trading
losses as a result of the delay
in the recommissioning of the
Bacman geothermal plants.
“The generator rotor of both
Units 1 and 2 are already on-site
from Stafford, England. Meantime, the re-blading of the
turbine rotors is still ongoing.
Everything that we presently
know points to EDC conducting reliability runs close to the

end of 2012 and achieving full
commercial operation in 2013
for the large Bacman units,”
EDC president and COO
Richard Tantoco said.
The recurring net income
generated by EDC in the first
three quarters of 2012 rose 96%
to P7.77B from the P3.97B
posted during the same period
last year, mainly due to the
P4.07B increase in electricity
sales by GCGI and FGHPC.
Net income and recurring net
income attributable to equity
holders of the parent also increased to P7.1B and P6.3B,
respectively.

EDC income up at P8.57B

January 2012-September 2012 financial results
UNAUDITED TOTAL REVENUES

ABS-CBN
Lopez Holdings
EDC
First Gen
FPH
Rock

2011

2012

% change

P21.229B
P21.229B
P18.222B
$1.023B
P52.010B
P3.880B

P24.017B
P24.017B
P21.950B
$1.179
P59.308B
P3.919B

+13
+13
+20
+15
+14
+1

Total earnings before
interest, taxes, depreciation
and amortization (EBITDA)
reached P1.3B, 18% higher
than last year’s P1.2B primarily driven by a 28% growth in
contribution of the residential development segment.
Overall EBITDA margin

registered at 34% of total revenues, an improvement from
last year’s 29% mainly due to
higher construction completion of Edades and 205 Santolan and higher booking of
sales from all six towers of
The Grove. Residential development and commercial

growth in recurring income was
fueled by strong advertising revenues and consumer sales in the
third quarter.
ABS-CBN generated consolidated revenues of P24.0B
from advertising and consumer
sales for the first nine months,
a 13% increase compared to
the same period last year.
Advertising revenues reached
P14.5B in the first nine months of

the year, an increase of 8% from a
year ago. Consumer sales for the
nine-month period amounted to
P9.5B, posting a 21% increase.
SkyCable continues to be a major
driver of growth with revenues
increasing by 29% to P4.1B; this
is partly attributable to the fullquarter effect of the acquisition
of Destiny Cable.
Total
operating
and
other expenses increased by

P1.555B
P6.185B
P7.106B
$147.0M
P11.622*
P706M



The Proscenium

Dispatch from Japan

Rockwell unveils its
newest work of art

-31
+76
+1,160
+1,355
+1,724
+15

FPH attributable net
income at P11.62B
THE consolidated net income
of the First Philippine Holdings
(FPH) Group reached P14.9 billion for the three quarters ended
September 2012, a substantial
increase compared to the P2.5B
for the same period last year.
This was mainly due to
the P6.1B gain on the sale of
Meralco shares and the P1.8B
gain related to the investment
in Rockwell Land. Equity

in net earnings of associates
surged to P4.3B, from net losses
of P66 million last year due to
improved operations of Energy
Development Corporation and
FG Hydro and the absence of
impairment costs of Northern
Negros Geothermal Plant assets that were recognized last
year. Net income attributable
to parent was P11.6B, up from
P637M last year. Without the

recognized gains and impairment costs, recurring net income amounted to P3.7B this
period, significantly better than
the P2.0B net income last year.
On November 8, 2012,
FPH declared cash dividends
of P1.00 per common share
to stockholders of record as of
November 22, 2012, payable
on or before December 12,
2012. (Hazel Velasco)

First Gen reports attributable
net income of $147M
FIRST Gen Corporation reported net income attributable
to equity holders of the parent
of $147.0 million for the period
ended September 30, 2012. This
was a significant increase from
the $10.1M registered during
the same period in 2011. First
Gen’s consolidated revenues
rose by $155.9M, or 15.2%, to

leasing contributed 55% and
45% to the total EBITDA,
respectively.
Net income after tax
(NIAT) registered at P706.4
million, up by 15% from last
year’s P615.0M. NIAT margin improved to 18% from last
year’s 16%. (Mike Garcia)

ABS-CBN’s recurring income up by 10%
THE consolidated net income
of ABS-CBN Corporation registered P1.555 billion for the first
nine months of 2012, down by
31% compared with P2.240B in
the same period last year. Removing the effects of the gain from
the sale of SkyCable Philippine
depositary receipts recognized
in the first nine months of 2011
amounting to P825 million, net
income increased by 10%. The

P2.240B
P3.513B
(P670.2M)
$10.1M
P637M
P615M
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*Including P6.084B gain on sale of investment in equity securities and P1.834B gain related to business
combination (remeasurement of Rockwell shares)

Rockwell Land consolidated revenues at P3.9B
FOR the first nine months
ended September 30, 2012 and
2011, Rockwell Land Corporation registered P3.9 billion in
consolidated revenues, up by 1%
from last year’s P3.9B. Bulk of
the revenues came from the sale
of condominium units, including accretion of interest income.

Unaudited net income/(Loss) attributable to equity holders of the parent
% change
2012
2011

NEWS

14% year-on-year to P19.4B
brought about by increases in
production costs, cost of sales
and services, and general and
administrative expenses.
Capital expenditure and
film and program rights acquisition for the nine-month
period amounted to P3.5B, 8%
higher than the level of spending for the same period last
year. (Paul Michael Villanueva)

$1.2B for the first three quarters of 2012 from $1.0B for the
same period last year.
Affiliate Energy Development Corporation contributed
$60.0M in earnings for the period ended September 30, 2012.
With First Gen’s purchase
of the BG Group’s 40% stake in
the Santa Rita and San Lorenzo
power plants (or the First Gas
Plants) last May, additional
income of $16.9M was booked.
In total, the First Gas Plants
contributed $81.5M to the
company’s attributable net income for the first three quarters
of 2012. This is $21.9M higher
than the earnings for the same
period in 2011. Last October,

FGP Corporation, which owns
the San Lorenzo plant, signed a
$420-M facility with local and
foreign banks to refinance its
existing debt until 2022.
“Since the purchase of the
40% stake in the First Gas Plants,
we have closed and drawn on the
new loans of our San Lorenzo
plant, which has allowed us to
immediately prepay (and reprice)
our debt at First Gen and free up
debt capacity in order to fund our
growth plans in the hydro and
gas portfolios. We realize the potential of each of these platforms
and will start constructing some
of these projects by next year,”
First Gen president Francis Giles
Puno said.

ABS-CBN shareholders OK
creation of preferred shares
STOCKHOLDERS
of
ABS-CBN Corporation in a
special meeting on November 15 approved amendments
to the company’s amended
articles of incorporation.
In particular, Article VII
will be amended to reclassify
200 million unissued common shares with a par value
of P1.00 each into one billion
preferred shares with a par
value of P0.20 each. Share-

holders also approved to create
the preferred shares and to
provide the rights and restrictions of said preferred shares,
as described in the information
statement, which the company
earlier distributed to them.
More than 90% of
shareholders were present
in person or by proxy at the
meeting and approved the
proposed amendments. (C.
Paras-Sison)

Plant visit to Ajinomoto Ambassador Manuel M. Lopez (AMML) and spouse Maritess Lopez
were recently invited to tour the Tokai plant of Ajinomoto Co. Inc. in Yokkaichi City, Mie Prefecture. The tour
was facilitated by Ajinomoto’s Overseas Foods Seasoning Department and provided the guests an overview of
the 103-year-old company’s history, vision and philosophy. Ajinomoto was launched in Japan in 1909, a year
after chemist Kikunae Ikeda acquired a patent to manufacture monosodium glutamate. In 2011, the company
reported net sales of 1,197 billion yen. Photo shows AMML (standing, 4th from right) and Ms. Lopez (seated,
4th from right) with company officials and other visiting dignitaries.

Bayan Business gets
winning edge from AMs
WITH the widest variety of
technology options, the most
competitive pricing offer, quick
project delivery and implementation time, and just about
everything else being equal,
choosing the best technology
provider is not an easy feat.
But in a case of being first
among equals, Bayan Business stands out because of its
philosophy of “Business Made
Personal” which the company
has adopted as its unique value
differentiator.
Bayan prides itself on of-

fering the industry standard
in customer service through its
personalized level of account
service management.
Bayan COO Rafael Aguado
said that Bayan Business is a focal point in the company’s overall
strategy to grow the business.
“Bayan traces its roots as a
pioneer in the data business,
and I am happy to note that
most of our customers… are
still with us now. We attribute
this to the quality of service we
provide particularly to our corporate customers,” he noted.

PROMOS & OFFERS

“A Bayan Business account
manager (AM) is considered
an expert in the client’s field of
business and, at the same time,
a solutions expert. Beyond these,
his key concern is to personally
contribute to the success of the
client’s business,” said Geri Evangelio, an AM who has been with
Bayan for more than a decade.
“We tailor-fit our systems
and processes to deliver the
highest possible network uptime and the most responsive
trouble-resolution standards,”
she added.

Pacquiao, Donaire bouts on
Season Pass
This December, SKYcable
delivers a one-two punch with
the Season Pass Knockout
Bundle! Watch the PacquiaoMarquez 4 on December 9
and Donaire-Arce on December 16 bouts live and uninter-

rupted right in your own home
for only P1,250. This offer
is open to new and existing
SKYcable digital subscribers.
To subscribe, call SKYcable’s
24-hour customer service hotline at 381-0000 now!

Add the HBO Pak with three
movie channels—HBO Family, HBO Signature and HBO
Hits—to your SKYcable 499,
Silver or Gold subscription
for P350 monthly. New and
existing SKYcable 499, Silver

and Gold postpaid subscribers from Metro Manila,
Camanava (Caloocan, Malabon, Navotas and Valenzuela
City) and Rizal could win a
Samsung Galaxy Note or an
HBO gift pack when they

sign up from November 1,
2012 to December 31, 2012.
For more info, log on to
www.mysky.com.ph or call
SKYcable’s 24-hour customer
service hotline at 381-0000.
(Arlene Torres)

For only P550 a month on
top of your basic plan subscription, the SK Ycable HD
Sports Pack gives you 24/7
access to NBA Premium

TV HD, ASN HD, ESPN
HD, Outdoor Channel HD
and ESPNews (on standard
definition, Channel 86).
Call 381-0000 or text 0917-

631000 and 0918-863-1000
and sign up for a 15-day
free trial. Not yet on HD?
Upgrade for as low as P399!
(A. Torres)

Get SKYcable’s HBO Pak, win a tab!

Game’s on with SKYcable HD Sports Pack

L-R: Rockwell Club director Harry Liu, Rockwell Land chairman Amb. Manuel M. Lopez and Makati Mayor
Junjun Binay; architect Carlos Ott and Rockwell Land president and CEO Nestor J. Padilla

ROCKWELL Land raised
the curtain on its latest masterpiece, the Proscenium.
Inspired by the culture that
the Proscenium will bring
to Makati with a 600-seater
theater within the property,
the Proscenium was brought
to life in the Rockwell Tent on
November 27, 2012.
A five-tower residential
project bearing the signature of architect Carlos Ott,
the Proscenium will add 3.7
hectares to the Rockwell
Center.
Rockwell Land chairman
Amb. Manuel M. Lopez and
president and CEO Nestor J.
Padilla introduced this revo-

lutionary development to the
guests and partners. Ott’s
visionary sketches were showcased and the Rockwell Center
master plan was revealed, introducing guests to the expansion
of Rockwell’s flagship development.
Interior designers Alice
Erfe and Butch Valdez, the
architects of Pimentel, Rodriguez, Simbulan and Partners,
and Ott himself mingled with
the guests over wine.
Master planner Walter Raleigh Stewart and consultant
for Power Plant Mall Colin
Stephens, the original visionaries who designed the Rockwell Center nearly two decades

ago, were also in attendance,
sharing how their vision came
to reality and continues to exceed expectations.
The Proscenium promises
to be the home of the Next
Generation Rockwell. With
cuts as big as 300 square
meters and an average of only
four units per floor for the
first two towers, the Proscenium is designed specifically
for those seeking the privacy
and subtle yet unmistakable
elegance of the Rockwell
lifestyle.
For inquiries, call 7930088 or visit the Proscenium
Lounge at Power Plant Mall.
(Nicole Reyes)

ABS-CBN partners with REACT for 2013 polls
ABS-CBN has partnered with
civic organization REACT Philippines for the 2013 elections.
The partnership was signed
in a simple ceremony attended
by officials of ABS-CBN News
and Current Affairs and REACT Philippines at the ABSCBN compound.
“Maraming salamat sa mga
pinuno ng REACT Philippines. Patuloy pa din ang aming pakikipag-ugnayan para sa
posibleng partners para sa 2013
elections,” said ABS-CBN
News and Current Affairs head
Ging Reyes.
“Umaasa po kami na ang partnership na ito ay hindi lamang
para sa eleksiyon, hindi lamang
para sa halalan 2013 coverage,
kung di maging sa iba’t-ibang aspeto ng pagbabalita,” she added.
REACT Philippines, which
stands for Regional Emergency
Assistance
Communication
Team, has around 3,000 to

4,000 members from Luzon
to Jolo. Members respond to
emergencies and calamities by
relaying real-time information
to concerned agencies.
With the partnership,
REACT Philippines pledges
to support ABS-CBN’s campaign, Boto Mo, I-Patrol Mo:
Tayo Na! The campaign empowers Filipinos to stand up,
protect each other and move
forward as a nation.

Reyes said she is optimistic
that the partnership will go
beyond just election coverage.
“Makakatulong din po sila sa
atin kapag mayroong emergency
situation sa ating bayan. Marami at malawak ang kanilang
membership kaya umaasa po
kami na ang partnership na ito
ay mas matatag pa at mas proactive sa mga darating na buwan,”
she said. (Excerpted from www.
abs-cbnnews.com)

ABS-CBN led by News and Current Affairs head Ging Reyes (center)
and REACT Philippines sign a memorandum of agreement for next year’s
election

Follow us @lopezlinkph on Twitter and Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/lopezlinkonline
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couch potato

treats

Hero TV’s ‘Pot of Gold’
for the holidays

Hero TV (SkyCable
Channel 44) offers
brand-new and returning anime in “Pot of
Gold”! Among the new
titles, dubbed “Incredible
Gold Finds,” are “Kyoran Kazoku Nikki” beginning December 25 at
7pm, with replays at 1am, 7am and 1pm. Featured
in Hero Theatrixx are “Jin-Roh: The Wolf Brigade”
premiering on December 9, “Sword of the Stranger”
premiering on December 16 and “.Hack// G.U.
Trilogy” on December 30. These films will be aired
at 12am, 12pm and 9pm.
Returning titles, dubbed “The Breathtaking Goldmines,” are “Crystal Warrior,” “Gargoyle of Yoshinaga
Family,” “Hakuoki,” “Super Inggo” and “Ultra Violet
Code 044.” For the weekend marathon, watch five
episodes of the third season of “Reborn,” “Claymore”
and “Hanasaku Iroha” weekly. For the Dubber’s
Cut, watch the BTS of the dubbing of three films
in Hero Theatrixx.

‘BCWMH’
extended

Jodi Sta. Maria and
costar
Richard
Yap feel blessed
as their careers
were boosted
by the no.1
daytime
TV
program “Be Careful with My Heart,” which will be
extended until mid-2013. “The privilege given to
us to be a source of inspiration to many is already a
very nice gift…,” said Jodi. Don’t miss “Be Careful
with My Heart” every day at 11:15 a.m., before “It’s
Showtime” on ABS-CBN’s Prime-Tanghali, and
“Be Careful with My Heart Sabado Rewind” every
Saturday at 10:30 a.m.

‘New F4’ invades ABS-CBN!

A new breed of F4 heartthrobs has arrived! “A
Gentleman’s Dignity” stars Dennis ( Jang Donggun), Tristan (Kim Soo-ro), Ron (Kim Min-jong)
and Jiro (Lee Jong-hyuk), who definitely have a
smoother way when it comes to women. But are
they braver as well in facing the challenges of love
and life? “A Gentleman’s Dignity” was written and
created by the makers of “Lovers in Paris.” Join the
boys of “A Gentleman’s Dignity,” weekdays before
“Secret Love: Sungkyunkwan Scandal” in ABSCBN’s Kapamilya Gold. (Kane Choa)

KAPAMILYA

ABS-CBN launches afternoon
current affairs program
ABS-CBN News and Current
Affairs has launched an all-new
weekday current affairs program
to make public service more accessible to Filipinos.
Every day, ABS-CBN’s seasoned broadcast journalists will
tackle real-life accounts of Filipinos and help in solving problems
that affect their communities and
families in “Pinoy True Stories.”
“This program will hunt and
punish the offender, help victims
and teach a lesson or two. Through
ABS-CBN’s decision to place the

new current affairs show on an
earlier timeslot, we hope to make
citizens better informed, engage
more viewers and foster a dialogue
of significant issues,” said News and
Current Affairs head Ging Reyes.
Julius Babao opens the week with
“Bistado Monday” to uncover cases
of abuse, neglect or cruelty, as well as
corrupt practices in the government
and the modus operandi of criminals.
In “Engkwentro Tuesday,” Karen
Davila mediates between clashing
parties in relationships, families
and neighborhoods to help them

resolve their conflicts and reach an
agreement.
Maan Macapagal and Dominic
Almelor, meanwhile, lend a hand
to people victimized by accidents,
calamities or maltreatment in
“Saklolo Wednesday.”
Anthony Taberna provides legal
help and advice in “Demandahan
Thursday,” while Atom Araullo unmasks the truth behind supernatural
occurrences in “Hiwaga Friday.”
Watch “Pinoy True Stories” weekdays at 4:45 p.m. after “A Gentleman’s
Dignity” on ABS-CBN.

Showing on December 25!

Star Cinema joins MMFF with
‘One More Try,’ ‘Sisterakas’
ANGEL Locsin, Angelica Panganiban, Zanjoe Marudo and Dingdong Dantes star in “One More Try,”
Star Cinema’s drama offering in the
2012 Metro Manila Film Festival
(MMFF) which will hit theaters nationwide beginning December 25.
“One More Try” tells the story of
a single mom, Grace (Angel), who
is willing to sacrifice everything to
save her ill son, Botchok (Miguel
Vergara).
All seems well in Grace’s life with
her son and her boyfriend Tristan
(Zanjoe). But when Botchok’s condition becomes more severe, she has
no choice but to reconnect with Edward (Dingdong), Botchok’s biologi-

cal father, an accomplished man who
is married to Jacqueline (Angelica).
Edward is hesitant to help, but
Jacq gives him permission. However, the process of treating Botchok starts to taint their happy
relationships as unwanted feelings
from the past start to creep in.
Until eventually, all other options
to save Botchok fail—except for one.
Also featured in “One More Try”
are Carmina Villaroel, Agot Isidro,
Edward Mendez and Gina Pareño.
For your Christmas comedy fix,
check out Star Cinema and Viva
Films’ official MMFF entry “Sisterakas,” starring Vice Ganda, Kris
Aquino and AiAi delas Alas.

MYX’s early Christmas
gift to music lovers
MYX Mo! 2012, one of the biggest
Pinoy music events of the year, is
back in Marikina!
MYX will gather some of the
country’s best music artists to perform live at the Marikina Sports
Park on December 18, 2012.
To win VIP tickets for two,
tune in to MYX and scan the QR
code flashed on the channel at
random times of the day. Scan as
many times as you can until December 8 to be one of the 40 lucky
winners.
Meanwhile, you can acquire
free five Gold tickets when you
purchase issue number 32 of
“MYX Magazine” with BambooT5 Kings on the cover, which will
be sold exclusively at the ABSCBN Center Road only until December 16.

Or, you can get
two Silver tickets
by liking MYX
Philippines
on
Facebook and logging on to the
MYX Mo! 2012 Facebook app. Fill
out your details and answer the trivia question correctly. MYX is giving
away 2,500 Silver tickets so like, answer and get your tickets now!
The lucky winners will get an
official confirmation email by December 8; print this out and go to
the ABS-CBN Center Road from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. until December 16
to claim your tickets.
Experience MYX Mo! 2012 at
home by tuning in to the MYX
Mo! live stream at www.myxph.
com. The gates will open at 5 p.m.
while the live stream will begin at
6 p.m. (Katherine Solis)

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES

Let us count our
blessings

IT is that time of the year again—that
most awaited time when we catch the
holiday spirit and turn our everyday
cares aside to celebrate this joyous
season with the people we love. I don’t
know if it is just me but it seems that
the months have been moving faster
with each passing year. Before we know
it, Christmas is upon us again.
Christmas is many things to many
people. It is a time to commemorate
the greatest gift mankind has received
with the birth of our Savior. It is a time
to count our blessings and give thanks
to our God for the undeserved generosity He has bestowed upon us.
Counting our blessings and giving
thanks seem even more appropriate
in these turbulent times of economic
distress, outbreak of wars and the
overall uncertainty of natural calamities that have devastated many parts
of the world in the past year. We
have not been spared the anguish of
these natural and man-made disasters
Turn to page 12

Kris

Vice Ganda

Vice portrays Bernice, a “lord
of the apparels industry” who is
determined to bring misery to his
closest competitors—his half sister
Detty (AiAi) whose family refused
to help Bernice’s family when they
were poor, and Roselle (Kris), his
business archenemy.
In his quest to secure his throne
in the industry, Bernice is forced
to hire Detty as his 75th assistant.

AiAi
But things get out of hand when
Detty becomes an employee of
Roselle! With the rivalry getting
tougher and more intense, who
among Bernice, Detty and Roselle
will emerge victorious?
For updates about “One More Try”
and “Sisterakas,” visit www.StarCinema.com.ph and http://facebook.
com/StarCinema or follow http://
twitter.com/StarCinema.

‘Pinoy MasterChef’
down to 15 finalists
WITH the first elimination, of Sonny Boy Tuazon of Bataan, 15 home
cooks are left to compete for the P1
million cash prize in “MasterChef
Pinoy Edition” hosted by Judy Ann
Santos-Agoncillo with chef-judges
Fern Aracama, Rolando Laudico
and JP Anglo.
The 15 remaining contestants are
Carla Marcaida of Bulacan; Betty
Bais of Cebu; Mac Serrano of Tarlac;
Lito Dulva of Sorsogon; Reggie Apolinario of Laguna; Gian Espadera of
Davao; Myra Santos of Muntinlupa;

Maureen Angala of Muntinlupa;
Ivory Yat of Quezon City; Ronnel
Torres of Pampanga; Melissa Gutierrez of Quezon City; Cons Osorio of
San Juan; Lilibeth Nicolas of Quezon City; JR Royol of Benguet; and
Malou Caiña of Cagayan de Oro.
“MasterChef Pinoy Edition” airs
weekdays before “Be Careful with
My Heart.” Meanwhile,”MasterChef
Saturdish Edition” airs on Saturdays
with Melai Cantiveros and Joj and
Jai Agpangan. (Excerpted from www.
abs-cbnnews.com)
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Christmas is for
The season for
affirming our faith thanksgiving,
GREETINGS from Tokyo, Kapami- remembering
lya.
I miss the holiday season in the
Philippines, where Christmas is celebrated over many days beginning
with the Simbang Gabi. Christmas is
not among the 15 national, government-recognized holidays in Japan.
Christians comprise less than 1% of
the Japanese population.
Nonetheless, we have a community
of some 220,000 Filipinos living in
Japan, and most of us are Christian.
This makes Christmas very important
to us, not just to hold parties and family reunions, but more so to affirm our
faith and joy in the Nativity of Christ,
our Savior.
Thank you for the support you have
given me as I serve our country and
our kababayan in Japan.
I am especially grateful for all your
hard work this past year. The Lopez
Group relies on our united efforts to
Turn to page 12

MGA Kapamilya,
Christmas is a time for thanksgiving.
During this season, we find the
time to thank the men and women
who have helped us achieve our goals,
or are simply dear to us because of the
special meaning they give to our lives.
We remember loved ones who live
far away from us, and pray for their
success and well-being. We especially
thank our Lord Jesus, whose sacrifice
of being born to this earth makes
heaven possible for all of us.
Let me thank all of you, my fellow
Kapamilya, for the diligence and care
you have shown all year. Our businesses prosper because we sincerely
value the work that we do, and our
customers and other stakeholders in
turn appreciate the service or product
we provide to them.
Let us remain united in our values
Turn to page 12



Why every Lopez
company is new
again

Faithful adherence
to Lopez Values will
guide our growth

EVERY year we deepen our treasure box
of wisdom, learning experiences, emotional victories and happy memories.
Working in a dynamic Lopez company is exceptionally enriching. Each
day we are all stimulated by the task
of coming up with better ideas in addressing the changing needs of the
people we serve. Each day is excitingly different from any other.
We are also fortunate to be working
with colleagues from whom there is so
much to learn. We are blessed with coemployees who inspire us with their brilliance and their passion for innovation.
This is the reason why, at the beginning of each year, every Lopez company is new again, and every Lopez
employee is young again.
This is also one of the reasons why
I celebrate Christmas with so much
gratitude in my heart. The season always makes me remember how we

FOLLOWING the celebration of our
50th anniversary last year and the introspection that comes when commemorating an important milestone, First Philippine Holdings Corporation (FPH) faced
2012 with a renewed sense of purpose.
This is aptly captured in our re-crafted vision statement: “Uplifting lives by creating
value in key industries and infrastructure
that advance national development.”I also
expressed my excitement over the unique
platform of businesses that we have built
over the years and from which we intend
to grow the FPH Group further, not only
domestically but even globally.
I am pleased to share some notable
accomplishments in 2012:
In the Power Sector, First Gen now
owns 100% of the First Gas Plants
following the acquisition of BG’s 40%
stake—this translates into an additional steady stream of revenues for the
duration of our contract with Meralco.

Turn to page 12

Turn to page 12

Looking back at 2012

The ‘LopezLink’ year-end report
DECEMBER 2011-JANUARY 2012
Lopez Group
chairman
emeritus Oscar M. Lopez (OML),
chairman
Amb. Manuel
M.
Lopez
(AMML),
Rockwell Land president Nestor J.
Padilla and other Lopez Group executives grace the unveiling of the finished
structures of The Grove by Rockwell’s
first two towers.
Energy Development Corporation
(EDC) bags a contract to develop geothermal fields in Chile and sets up a subsidiary, EDC Chile Limitada, to bid for
geothermal concessions in the country.
First Philippine Holdings Corporation (FPH) subsidiary First Philippine Utilities Corporation enters into
a share purchase agreement with Beacon Electric Asset Holdings for the
sale of FPH’s 2.66% stake in Meralco;

after completing the transaction, FPH
will continue to own approximately
3.9% of Meralco.
FEBRUARY
EDC
acquires a 70%
stake in four
geothermal
projects in
Chile
and
Peru.
ABSCBN Corporation and EDC lead
Lopez Group awardees at the 47th
Anvil Awards of the Public Relations
Society of the Philippines, with four
and five trophies, respectively.
MARCH
Filipino stockholders
of
Meralco receive
2.818 shares
of Rockwell
Land for every
Meralco share
held, after the

utility’s board of directors declares its
51% equity in Rockwell Land as property dividend. This requires Rockwell
Land to apply for listing with the Securities and Exchange Commission and
the Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE)
by way of introduction.
APRIL
OML and
AMML lead
the groundbreaking and
lowering of a
time capsule
at the Lopez Group’s
future headquarters at
the Rockwell Center.
MAY
Rockwell
Land lists
in the PSE all of its outstanding
6,228,382,244 common shares at a listing price of P1.46 per common share,

which is equivalent to the company’s
year-end 2011 stockholder’s equity
amounting to P9.1 billion. Because of
the property dividend, Rockwell Land
now has 48,269 shareholders.
At the Lopez Holdings Corporation stockholders’ meeting, AMML
expresses confidence in the economy’s
growth potentials and in the ability of
the Lopez Group to benefit from it.
FPH, EDC and Lopez Holdings
are among the top scorers in the 2011
Corporate Governance Scorecard for
Publicly Listed Companies.
JUNE
FPH acquires
Beacon Electric
Asset
Holdings
Inc.’s shares
in Rockwell
Land. The
shares represent part of the property dividends in
Rockwell Land declared by Meralco
to its shareholders, including Beacon.

JULY
ABS-CBN
Global Ltd.
chief operations officer
Raffy L. Lopez receives
the
Communication
Excellence in Organizations Award
from the International Association of
Business Communicators Philippines.
FPH is set to acquire 681.6 million
shares of San Miguel Corporation in
Rockwell Land. The acquisition will
boost FPH’s ownership in Rockwell
Land to 75.6%.
AUGUST
FPH establishes
the
Oscar
M.
Lopez Center for Climate Change
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PR CHALLENGE

COMPTROLLERS’ CIRCLE

accounting, corporate
Lopez Group picks up 15 Quills On
governance, risk management,
LOPEZ Group companies
picked up a total of 15 recognitions at the 11th Philippine Quill Awards held at the
Crowne Plaza Galleria, Ortigas
on November 12, 2012.
ABS-CBN Corporation led
the pack with eight wins in various categories, including the
Top Award in the Communication Skills division for DZMM.
com.ph.
Taking home Awards of
Excellence were DZMM.
com.ph and Takbo Para sa
Karunungan Year 2012 both
under DZMM, ABS-CBN’s
flagship AM station; Choose
Philippines of the ABS-CBN
Regional Network Group;
Kapamilya Hottie 2012 under
Corporate Communications;
and the summer station ID
“Pinoy Summer Da Best Forever” of the Creative Communications Management department.
Receiving a finalist nod was
ABS-CBN’s tribute to the late
comedy king, “Salamat, Tito
Dolphy.”
ABS-CBN’s total wins made
it the second runner-up in the
race for the Company of the
Year honors.
Energy Development Corporation bagged four Awards of
Excellence for its environmental and corporate social responsibility (CSR) projects: flagship
CSR program Health, Education, Livelihood
and
Environment or HELEn; College Admission Review
and Readiness
Project or CAREERS; and the
nationwide 10year reforestation
and biodiversity
restoration project BINHI.
First
Gen
Corporation’s coffee table book
“Generations” and the fullcolor glossy internal magazine
PULSE won a Quill apiece,
while First Philippine Holdings Corporation received a
finalist award for its 50th anniversary program “The Next
50.”
The Philippine Quill Award
is given by the International
Association of Business Communicators Philippines and is
awarded to communications
programs and tools that exhibit
clear objectives and strategies,
creative executions and measurable benefits.

BIR and SEC regulations

1

Comptrollers’
Circle holds
annual workshops

2

3

4

5

7
1. DZMM HR head Mean Muñoz, DZMM station manager Marah Capuyan, ABS-CBN Manila Radio Division vice president Peter Musngi and DZMM website head Pau Atienza
2. ABS-CBN Corporate Communications’ Jan Enriquez, Lennie Oliver, head Bong Osorio, PR
director Kane Choa and Rae Ducut
3. ABS-CBN Regional Network Group’s Rhoel Fernandez, RNG News head Charie Villa and
Rita Abiog
4. Creative Communications Management’s Steph Angeles, Faith Zambrano, Christian Faustino
and Sheryl Ramos
5. The EDC team (front row, L-R): Lourdes Zaide, Mary Anne Tejada, Ivy Henson, Frances
Ariola, Norreen Bautista, Abba Sanchez, Marianne Paje and Toni Nieva; (Back row, L-R): Fernando Diaz de Rivera and Dave Devilles
6. First Gen president and COO Francis Giles B. Puno, AVP and head of corporate communications
Estela de la Paz and SVP, CFO and treasurer Emmanuel Singson
7. K2 Interactive Asia’s Dave Drilon, FPH Corporate Communications’ Hazel Velasco, VP and
HRMG head Elizabeth Canlas, president Elpidio L. Ibañez and Corporate Communications’
Lorenne Alejandrino and Danny Gozo

THE Comptrollers’ Circle
of the Lopez Group held its
regular annual conference
workshops at the ABS-CBN
Training Hall of the ELJ Communications Center on October 12 and 19, 2012.
The two-day event, which
was attended by more than 170
members, tackled the latest developments in corporate governance, Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) and tax
regulations and risk management, international financial
reporting standards (IFRS) and
tax updates.
The seminars addressed issues and concerns related to the
latest activities being done in
corporate governance and risk
management; the most recent
regulations of the SEC and the
Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR) on financial reporting
and tax, respectively; and new
accounting standards that became effective starting in 2012.
The speakers during the
two-day workshops were Atty.
Ma. Gracia Casals-Diaz, SEC
general accountant who gave
updates on the SEC’s financial
reporting regulations, corporate
governance and the results of
their evaluation of the 2011 audited financial statements; and
Janette Cruz, chief of the Large
Taxpayers’ Assistance Division
1 of the BIR, who talked about
the recently issued tax regulations.
PWC Isla Lipana & Co.
partners and directors Atty.
Carlos Carado II, Carlos Hilario Mateo and Joey Roy Na-

varro discussed updates and
common assessment issues on
various taxes, while SGV & Co.
partners Leo Matignas, Wilson
Tan, Noel Rabaja, Editha Estacio, Ma. Madeira Vestil and
Vivian Cruz-Ruiz talked about
risk management, IFRS and
tax.
This year marks the 13th year
of the Comptrollers’ Circle.
Through the years, it has continuously aimed to maintain a
high quality of financial reporting in the Lopez Group and
to promote work-life balance
among its members. Its major
achievements include the development of a uniform chart
of accounts and accounting
policies and the issuance of an
updated planning and control
manual for the Lopez Group.
On December 17, 2012, the
Comptrollers’ Circle will have
its general assembly, again at
the ELJ Communications Center. This group-wide conference
is organized annually to update
the comptrollers on current developments on relevant topics
outside the sphere of accounting and financial reporting and
to assist them in their personal
development. This event will
also coincide with the Christmas party aimed at fostering
fellowship and camaraderie.
The Lopez Group Comptrollers’ Circle core team includes Group comptroller Pearl
Catahan, Lito Banaag, Mon
Pagdagdagan, Marvi Marcelino,
Jei-Jei Gertes, Jingle Hernandez, Lanie Caimol and Vicky
Martinez. ( Jei-Jei Gertes)

Group comptroller Pearl Catahan (4th from left) and Jei-Jei Gertes
(rightmost) with SGV & Co. partners
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HR COUNCIL

HR Summit centers on ‘living the Lopez legacy’
By Ross Hamo Jr.

NOW on its 11th year, the Lopez Group HR Council conducted the 2012 Lopez Group
HR Summit with the theme
“Living the Lopez Legacy.” The
annual whole-day event was held
at the Rockwell Tent, Rockwell
Center on November 23, 2012.
Some 180 HR practitioners
and line managers, including
the presidents and CEOs of
various companies in the Lopez
Group, attended the summit.
Cedie Lopez Vargas, chair of
the Lopez Group HR Council,
director of the Lopez Group
Foundation Inc. and vice president for Purchasing of ABSCBN Corporation, formally
welcomed the summit participants.

In his opening message, Lopez
Group chairman Amb. Manuel
M. Lopez talked about how his
father, the late Eugenio Lopez
Sr., anchored his leadership in
Meralco to several core values.
Meanwhile, chairman emeritus Oscar M. Lopez (OML), in
his inspirational message, described the theme “Living the
Lopez Legacy” as exactly hitting the mark in that “the only
way to preserve a legacy is to
live it and to live it faithfully.”
In “The Interplay of Principles,
Values and Leadership: The Naga
City Experience,”keynote speaker
Atty. Leni Robredo discussed the
experiences of her husband, the
late DILG Sec. Jesse Robredo,
during his six terms as city mayor.

L-R: HR Council chair Cedie Lopez Vargas; Beth Nasol (Philec), Pinky Diokno (Lopez Holdings),
keynote speaker Atty. Leni Robredo and Chie Potente (Rockwell); FPH VP Beth Canlas and Ross Hamo
flank Ging Igual of Towers Watson Philippines

CEO forum
Carlo Katigbak, managing
director of SkyCable Corporation and head of ABS-CBN’s
Access Group, captivated the
audience with stories from real
people from Sky who consistently live the values and go

Lessons, legacies at
the ‘Kapamilya’ Awards

Chairman Eugenio L. Lopez III
receives a token from president
Charo Santos-Concio as one of
ABS-CBN’s 25-year service
awardees

OUR VERY OWN

REMEMBERING the lessons of
the past and creating a legacy for
the future—this was the essence of
the Kapamilya Awards 2011, which
paid tribute to the loyalty and hard
work of ABS-CBN employees.
ABS-CBN president and
COO Charo Santos-Concio
introduced the 50-year service
awardee, Atty. Augusto Almeda
Lopez, who is a member of the
company’s board of directors.
Concio recalled how Almeda Lopez guided and taught her during
her early years in the network and
how he sacrificed time with his
family for the company.

Mercado, Jumilla win
journ fellowships

ABS-CBN News senior correspondent Abner Mercado was recently awarded as the
2013 Ninoy and Cory Aquino Fellow for
Journalism in a ceremony held at the US
Embassy in Manila. He was selected as an
Aquino Fellow “because his work as a societal
influencer echoes Sen. Ninoy Aquino’s significant contributions to establishing a free
and responsible media despite the odds.”
According to the US Embassy website, it started the program
with the Aquino Foundation in 1988 to honor Sen. Aquino’s
contributions to journalism and public service. It was renamed
the Ninoy and Cory Aquino Fellowship for Professional Development in 2009 to commemorate Pres. Cory Aquino’s contributions to strengthening democratic
institutions in the Philippines.
Earlier this year, another Kapamilya,
Lynda Jumilla, was named the Marshall
McLuhan fellow for 2012. Jumilla was
the first TV journalist to receive the
award, traditionally given to print journalists, since it was established by the
Canadian Embassy in 1997.

Almeda Lopez was thankful
for the tribute. “To ABS-CBN,
despite the passage of time, you
still remembered. Thank you,”
he said.
Channel 2 head Cory Vidanes, speaking on behalf of the
25-year service awardees, recalled the challenges and struggles she encountered as part of
the company from the time she
started as an associate producer.
Chairman and CEO Eugenio
L. Lopez III, himself a 25-year
service awardee, said he had no
regrets and that it has been an
honor to lead the company in
the past 25 years.
“All things come to an end
but it is my wish that ABSCBN and what it stands for will
live forever. It cannot live forever if it doesn’t learn the process
of passing on the baton from
one generation to the next. And
that is what I am doing today,”
he said. “But always remember,
till my dying day I will always
be Kapamilya.” (Lennie Oliver)

beyond the call of duty to serve
their customers well.
Also sharing their insights
during the CEO forum were Justo Aboitiz Ortiz, chairman and
CEO of UnionBank, and Rosario Bradbury, CEO and managing director of SGS Gulf Ltd.
Serving as resource persons
for the concurrent sessions
were Marian Katigbak, Bank
of the Philippine Islands VP
for Learning and Development; Gerardo Cabochan Jr.,
Pandayan Bookshop founder
and managing director; and

Antonio Rivera, Antonio Rivera Consulting Inc. managing director. The sessions were
facilitated by Jennifer Acierto
of SkyCable, Chie Potente of
Rockwell Land and Henedine
Laureana of ABS-CBN.
In the final plenary session,
Tham Wai Yee of Towers Perrin
discussed The Global Workforce
Study, a study of some 32,000
workers around the world that
reveals their concerns, attitudes
and insights on matters that affect work performance and the
business landscape.

Integration and special
awards
Elizabeth M. Canlas, VP for
HR of First Philippine Holdings
Corporation, did the summary
and integration of the summit
learning sessions. The HR Council chair and the rest of the Core
HR Team later gave her a token
of appreciation for her 11 years of
service to the council in various
capacities, including chair of the
HR Summit and the professional
development committee.
In his closing remarks, ABSCBN chief information officer
Mark Lopez discussed the values that he has embraced in his
18-year career in Meralco and
in ABS-CBN.
“Like any other value, malasakit,
sense of purpose and integrity only
become effective when they are
consistently observed and demonstrated… We wake up each day to
face our calling, steered by our values, we serve our fellow Filipinos
through our work and do our best
to make a difference,” he said.

Facebook contest

What is your Christmas
wish for your ‘kapamilya’?
WANT to make your Christmas
even more memorable this year?
Your yuletide wish for the world
just might make it possible!
Devise a sign with the completed sentence “What I want
for Christmas is…” The second
phrase must state your wish for
your fellow kapamilya.
According to HR Council
chair Cedie Lopez Vargas, your
wish could be “for the spirit of the
holidays to resonate within every
Filipino family across the globe, or
for Christmas to spread the yuletide cheer amongst every person,
no matter what their economic
state, age, gender or status is.”
As a kapamilya living by the
Lopez Values of pioneering

entrepreneurial spirit, business
excellence, nationalism, social justice, unity, integrity and
employee welfare and wellness,
think of your own dream for the
world this Christmas season.
Capture this in a photo and use
it as your profile photo during the
duration of the contest. You’ll also
need to upload the photo on the
Lopez Values Stars Facebook page
for it to be counted as an entry.
Your total number of “likes”
on both the Lopez Values Stars
page and on your Facebook page
will be added up as part of the
judging, so remind your friends
to keep liking your photo!
The first prize winner will
take home a special Christmas

Our dragon boat champ Doris
Nuval wishes for wellness

gift basket worth P6,000. The
second and third prize winners,
on the other hand, will win a
gift basket each worth P4,000
and P3,000, respectively.
Watch for the announcement
of the winners at 12 noon on
December 18, 2012!

Awareness of Lopez Values improves
LOPEZ Group members are
more aware of the Lopez Values,
compared to six months ago.
In a poll conducted in October 2012, 22% of those surveyed could recall all seven
Lopez Values versus 16% in a
similar poll done in April.
Integrity remained the top
value remembered at 65% from
49% in April. This was followed
by pioneering entrepreneurial
spirit at 63% from only 8%, the

least recalled value in April. The
third most recalled value was
nationalism at 43% from 17%.
Despite improved awareness of
all the Lopez Values, those who
could not recall any of the values also increased to 24% from
7% over the six-month period.
Nonetheless, when asked if
they saw the Lopez Values being
practiced in their workplace, 94%
said yes, a slight increase from
the 92% who said yes in April.

In terms of values fit, 43%
said integrity was the most important value to them, followed
by unity at 10% and business
excellence at 9%. In April, the
value most important to the
workforce was integrity at 47%,
unity at 12% and business excellence tied with employee
welfare and wellness at 11%.
The Lopez Credo and Values were launched by chairman emeritus Oscar M. Lopez

(OML) in 2010. Top executives across the Group worked
to define and describe the values in detail via workshops. HR
professionals across the Group
have been tasked by chief executives to roll out the values in
their respective workplaces.
OML said that the intent is “to
put the Group well on the road to
longevity, building on its 82 years
as a conglomerate in the service
of the nation.” (C. Paras-Sison)
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EXECUTIVE FEATURE By Carla Paras-Sison
L-R: Stormtroopers
make an appearance at
the Orchestra’s wellreceived John Williams
tribute concert in September; OFY principal
trumpet John Philip
Sta. Ana (foreground)
with SFY visiting
mentor Micha Haran,
the former principal cellist of the
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra;
Rizal’s offering—OFY violinists from Taytay and Angono at
rehearsal; the OFY wows visitors
during a recent performance at
Power Plant Mall; Open the
OFY scores to enter a new world

The ABS-CBN
P.O. musicians
Woodwind
Flutes: Benjamin Velasco,
principal; Angelo Mateo,
assistant principal
Oboes: Franz Ramirez,
principal; Marlon Galang,
assistant principal
Clarinets: Antonio Velasco,
principal; Raymundo Lazaro, assistant principal
Bassoons: Frenvee Andra,
principal; Joseph Panganiban, assistant principal
Brass
Horns: Benito San Jose,
principal; Nepthalie Villanueva, assistant principal
Trumpets: Xavier Celestial,
assistant principal; Romeo
Javier; Archibald Constantino
Trombones: Romeo San
Jose, principal; Neil Reyes,
assistant principal; Arnold
Constantino
Tuba: Jose Andra, assistant
principal
Percussion
Jorge San Jose, principal
Strings
Violin: Michelle Andra,
principal; Michelle Bonaobra; Czarina Hipolito; Roxanne Gutierrez; Ralph Taylan, concertmaster; Jonathan
Livioco, assistant concertmaster; Jason Templonuevo;
Divina Salonga; Chona
Noble; Reineza Santos
Viola: Rodel Lorenzo, principal; Claudia Berenguer;
Ma. Cecilia Obtinario; Albert Magcalas
Celli: Eduardo Pasamba,
principal; Patrick Sanchez;
Celia Canabiral
Basses: Joji Magadia, principal; Paolo Alcantara, assistant principal
Harp: Madonna Punsalang,
principal

EL3 and FRL: United through music

ABS-CBN...
from page 1

With the birth of the ABSCBN Philharmonic Orchestra
(ABS-CBN P.O.), Filipinos are
in for a reintroduction to a genre
of music that they thought they
never knew.
For the younger generation,
the ABS-CBN P.O. will help
them open their ears and minds
to classical music’s greatest
composers. They might find a
kindred soul in “symphonist of
death” Gustav Mahler, marvel
at the genius that went into the
340 hours of music written by
Haydn, or simply be awed by the
works of Liszt, Rachmaninoff,
Beethoven and Mozart.
Last year, a chance meeting
between Federico R. Lopez
(FRL) and music wunderkind
Gerard Salonga served as the
spark that led to the eventual
creation of the 40-piece ABSCBN P.O. Beginning June
2011, FRL and Salonga had
engaged in a back-and-forth
about the state of orchestras in
the Philippines, as well as issues
plaguing arts groups in general.
“He’s very aware of what’s
going on in the industry,” Salonga says of the First Philippine Holdings Corporation
(FPH) chairman and CEO.
ABS-CBN chairman Eugenio L. Lopez III (EL3) also
revealed plans for the network
to put up its own orchestra but
didn’t know how or where to
start in organizing one.

Over several months, the
discussions
became
more
clear-cut: how FPH could help
FILharmoniKA,
Salonga’s
then six-year-old orchestra;
the manpower, musicians and
instruments that would be
required; and later, the new
group’s possible name.
At one point, Salonga found
himself in a Benpres boardroom
presenting to FRL, EL3 and
ABS-CBN president Charo
Santos Concio. Also present was
world-renowned pianist Jovianney Emmanuel “JohnEm” Cruz,
who eventually became artistic
director of ABS-CBN P.O.’s
youth counterpart, the Orchestra
of the Filipino Youth (OFY).
According to Salonga, he
was at the Cultural Center of
the Philippines (CCP) for a
rehearsal for a concert with his
sister Lea, Cecile Licad and
Lisa Macuja in March 2012
when he got the call: “Gerard,
there will be an ABS-CBN
orchestra.”
The newest joint venture
of FPH and ABS-CBN that
aims to “connect and reinstate
symphonic music into the lives
of the Filipino people and its
younger generation” was born.
Salonga and 20-year ABSCBN veteran Mickey Muñoz
were named music director and
managing director, respectively.
With ABS-CBN P.O.,
FPH and ABS-CBN join the
ranks of companies that have
their very own orchestras, such
as the United Kingdom’s BBC

Gerard Salonga
Music director, ABS-CBN P.O.
Salonga is a multi-awarded musical director, conductor, arranger
and record producer. He
earned his bachelor’s degree
in Interdisciplinary Studies from the Ateneo de
Manila University, and in
1998 graduated summa
cum laude from Berklee
College of Music in
Boston,
Massachusetts. He served as
music director of
FILharmoniKA
for six years and
has conducted
all the major

which has five, Japan’s NHK,
South Korea’s Korean Broadcasting System and Malaysia’s
Petronas, Salonga said.
The musicians
By April, auditions were
organized to fill the positions,
some of which were carried
over from FILharmoniKA.
“What I did was, I took
what worked. There were some
really good things about FILharmoniKA which I wanted to
bring here, and to make getting
off the ground much faster,”
Salonga said.
“We had a pretty rigorous
screening process. We purposely put them under a lot
of pressure because aside from
doing what we do for the orchestra, we have to do stuff for
the TV station and that entails
a lot of very tight deadlines. No
rehearsals, you have to sightread the music on TV.”
ABS-CBN P.O. is composed of 40 professional musicians whose ages range from 23
to 60-something. The concertmaster, 27-year-old Ralph Taylan, took over from the original
concertmaster who relocated
to Germany in August. The
principal trombonist, Romeo
San Jose, was also a founding member of the Philippine
Philharmonic Orchestra, as
well as the defunct San Miguel
Philharmonic Orchestra and
FILharmoniKA before joining
the ABS-CBN P.O. The music director’s wife, Divina, is a
violinist who also put in a stint
teaching the kids of the OFY.

orchestras in the Philippines, and
is a frequent guest conductor of
the Hong Kong Philharmonic
Orchestra. In December 2011,
Salonga was honored by the President of the Philippines as one of
The Outstanding Young Men
(TOYM) awardees. He is married
to violinist Divina Francisco, and
they make their home in Manila
with their two children.
Mickey Muñoz
Managing director, ABS-CBN P.O.
A passionate and committed leader
of the ABS-CBN P.O., Muñoz’s
goal is to bring beautiful symphonic
music to the Filipino people. For the
past seven years that he has spent
with ABS-CBN Global, Muñoz

By June, the new orchestra
was ready to make its debut.
That month alone, the ABSCBN P.O. had performed the
new ABS-CBN jingle “Hindi
Sumusuko” in celebration of
Independence Day; at a trade
launch; and a major concert at
the SM Mall of Asia Arena in
addition to staging an exclusive
Kapamilya concert.
Thus far, the ABS-CBN P.O.
has strutted their stuff in more
than a dozen concerts, both
public and private. Aside from
the hour-long concerts for children to introduce them to classical music and the other types of
music that a symphony orchestra
can play, Salonga counts the John
Williams concert in September
and the October performance at
the Mandarin Hotel as among
the most memorable.
Then there was their performance at the Philippine Ballet
Theater’s production of “The Nutcracker” in November, which they
pulled off after two four-hour
practice sessions on Monday and
Tuesday and another one with
the ballet dancers on Wednesday.
By Saturday, the group was ready
to put on a show.
“It was very difficult, we
were under extreme time
pressure to learn a full-length
ballet in just two sessions. But
an experience like that really
strengthens the bond amongst
the musicians and brings us
together,” Salonga noted.
For Lopez Group employees who want to see the ABSCBN P.O. in action, Salonga

has traveled to all the
regions where TFC
is distributed—Australia, Asia Pacific,
Canada, Europe, Japan, the Middle East
and the US—continuing to mount
events globally “in
the service of the
Filipino worldwide.” Having
been a part of
ABS-CBN
for 20 years,
Muñoz ’s
dedication
to his work
makes

suggested rounding up at least
a hundred colleagues and calling up the orchestra’s education
specialist, Chris Graham, to
organize a Kapamilya concert
at the Dolphy Theater.
“Kapamilya concerts are the
adult versions of the children’s
concerts that we do. We’ll play
pop, film music just to get them
interested, then we’ll inject classical music while they’re there
just to give them a taste of what
it’s like,” Salonga promised.
The 2011 Outstanding Young
Men of the Philippines awardee
has a simple prescription for
enjoying the music of the ABSCBN P.O.: “You don’t have to
know anything about it. All you
have to do is go there with open
heart, open mind and get ready
to feel whatever you want to feel.
That’s it. There’s no right way or
wrong way to listen to it.”
Youth arm
In late 2010, FRL had asked
JohnEm Cruz to inaugurate a
Steinway B piano at his home.
Over dinner afterwards,Cruz and
Lopez Group chairman emeritus
Oscar M. Lopez (OML) talked
about the possibility of building
a concert hall in Rockwell.
“OML liked the idea and
called us for a meeting with
[Rockwell Land president] Tong
Padilla the week after to present an idea which has evolved
into what will be the Rockwell
Proscenium. While waiting for
the Proscenium plans to come
to fruition, FRL and I often
discussed FILharmoniKA and
El Sistema,” Cruz said.

him a well-respected personality in
the industry.
Jovianney Emmanuel Cruz
Artistic director and cofounder, SFYOFY
Cruz is a Filipino concert pianist
who has won a plethora of
international competitions,
scholarships and awards
in three continents. Cruz
began his piano studies
with his mother at age 3.
At six, he was invited to
perform at Malacañang
Palace, and at 10, made
his orchestral debut. He
was granted full piano
scholarships—first at
the Chetham’s School of

El Sistema, the youth music
education program founded by
Jose Antonio Abreu in Venezuela, became the inspiration
for FPH and ABS-CBN’s own
program called Sistema for the
Filipino Youth (SFY).
“In our version, we invited
indigent children of already
existing ensembles to form the
Orchestra of the Filipino Youth
and be the model of future
youth orchestras in the Philippines,” Cruz said.
The children, whose ages
range from nine to 21 years old,
come from places like Angono,
Antipolo, Batangas, Bulacan,
Cainta, Cardona, Cavite, Malabon, Mandaluyong, Manila,
Morong, Pasig, Quezon City,
Taytay, and provinces such as
Aurora and Cebu.
As members of the OFY, the
children receive free music education, including one-on-one
lessons/music
history/music
theory and fundamentals/basic
piano/basic conducting, rehearsal allowances, transportation assistance, meals, uniforms
and instruments for their use in
rehearsals and performances.
For now, the OFY is based in
Benpres Building in Ortigas.
Musical heavyweights such
as current and former members
of the PPO, including music
director Olivier Ochanine; the
Manila Symphony Orchestra;
and of course, Cruz and their
kapamilya in ABS-CBN P.O.
serve as the children’s mentors.
According to the pianist,
SFY-OFY is the bridge that
Music in England and later at
the Manhattan School of Music
in New York where he received
his bachelor and master of music
degrees in Piano Performance
under Solomon Mikowsky,
and was awarded the coveted
Harold Bauer Award. The Philippine Star has labelled him as
“The Magnificent Cruz” while
the Philippine Daily Inquirer has
proclaimed him “…one of the
greatest pianists the country has
ever produced!” Aside from concertizing and teaching, Cruz is
the founder and artistic director
of OPUSFEST: The International Piano & Chamber Music
Festival Philippines, the Ulti-

prepares the OFY members to
graduate to be members of the
ABS-CBN P.O. or other professional orchestras.
“If they decide not to have a
career in music, at least we were
able to instill the discipline of
music and possibly propagate
social change,” he noted.
If a recent incident was
anything to go by, though,
discipline and dedication are
qualities that the youngsters of
the OFY have in spades.
Cruz recalled: “There was
a scheduled rehearsal during
a major storm. The majority
of the kids come from floodstricken areas. When many
schools closed that day, we decided to push through with the
rehearsal just to see how many
would actually appear. That day,
no one was absent, and many
came soaking wet…, but all
were seated, warming up their
instruments. That day showed
love and dedication for music!”
“Our stance is inclusivity
rather than exclusivity, to become the orchestra for every
Filipino, to serve and become
a source of upliftment and inspiration. Everybody is in need
of upliftment. The lower they
are, the more they need to be
inspired. That’s what we’re here
for,” ABS-CBN P.O.’s Salonga
stressed.
And as FRL put it, ABSCBN, through ABS-CBN P.O.
and OFY, is “in the strongest
position in the country to bring
orchestral music into the hearts
of the Filipino audience.”
mate Pianist
Competition,
and formerly
of FILFEST.
In
1996,
Cruz was
chosen as
a TOYM
awardee
for his
contribution
to the
arts
a n d
culture
in
the
Philippines.

FOR cousins Eugenio L. Lopez III (EL3) and Federico
R. Lopez (FRL), music is a
unifying force.
This is why the birth of
two orchestras, the ABSCBN Philharmonic Orchestra and the Orchestra of the
Filipino Youth (OFY), under
the aegis of the companies
they chair augurs well for the
development of orchestral
music appreciation in the
country.

“Filipinos love to sing. In every
street corner, you’ve got karaoke. We even have politicians
that sing to endear themselves
to their constituents. This is
an indicator of our strong cultural bias for music, and how it
can be such a unifying force,”
said FRL, chairman and chief
executive officer (CEO) of
First Philippine Holdings
Corporation.
A B S CBN Corporation
chairman
and
CEO EL3 said the
multimedia content provider

has real professional requirements for an orchestra.
“They (the orchestras) can
play in ‘ASAP,’ in the different
shows. They can do soundtracks
for movies. There’s a wide variety of events that ABS-CBN
sponsors (that) they can perform in, they have real work.
Our stars love it, imagine you
get a chance to sing with an
orchestra. Iba talaga (It’s really
different). It’s really a wonderful experience. The problem is
we can’t afford to fund a full
orchestra, the costs are really
high,” said EL3.
Because the resources
required to start a professional orchestra can be quite
prohibitive, orchestral music
has not really been encouraged
in the country. The dearth of
orchestras, as a consequence,
leaves few career options for
young musicians, who are then
discouraged to pursue music as
a means to earn a living.
Seeing this big need to
educate and train gifted
Filipinos in orchestral music,
FPH simply stepped forward
to fill the need, in cooperation
with ABS-CBN.
“We’re really one group.
FPH, ABS, we’re all part of
one group. We’re stronger
when we leverage and help
build each other’s strengths...
Together, FPH and ABS are
in the best position to fill this
need for a good orchestra

that can be developed to give
a solid career path for musicians…I believe ABS is in
the strongest position in the
country to bring orchestral
music into the hearts of the
Filipino audience,” FRL said.
EL3 says ABS-CBN Philharmonic, the professional
orchestra, is envisioned to be
of international caliber, to be
self-sustaining, and to serve as
an inspiration to OFY members. Meanwhile, they hope
that in the long term, OFY
can be a community-led activity. With core funding for
OFY provided by ABS-CBN
and FPH, a community or a
country that learns to love orchestral music will be welcome
to participate in sponsoring
and developing the musicians
who play for them.
The OFY is a vision that
can eventually be owned by
the public. They want likeminded people to take an active part in charting the path
of the orchestra, through a
foundation to be established
for that purpose.
With the trust and confidence of their corporate
sponsors, the members of the
ABS-CBN Philharmonic and
of the OFY are working hard
to bring out the best our country has to offer, unite their fellow Filipinos, and transform
lives through the power of
their music.

SPOTLIGHT

Where to catch the
Orchestra this December
IMMERSE yourself in the
sublime as the ABS-CBN
Philharmonic
Orchestra
(ABS-CBN P.O.) and the Orchestra of the Filipino Youth
(OFY) perform in shows and
concerts around Metro Manila
this holiday season. Here’s
where to catch them this
month.
‘Kindred Voices’
The Ayala Malls present ABSCBN P.O. in a series of concerts
with Lea Salonga, Nikki Gil
and British classical vocal group
Blake! Catch them on December 5 at Market! Market!; December 6 at Greenbelt; December 7 at Glorietta; December

8 at Ayala Town Center; and
December 9 at Trinoma.
The ABS-CBN Christmas
special
The ABS-CBN Christmas
special goes orchestral at the
Smart Araneta Coliseum on
December 11, 8 p.m.
FPH Christmas party
The ABS-CBN P.O. will regale FPH employees with their
brand of entertainment at the
PICC on December 14, 7 p.m.
This also serves as the launching concert of the OFY.
‘A Christmas Gift’
Get your fill of Christmas carols as a post-shopping treat in
this free concert presented by

Blake

Nikki Gil

Gerard Salonga

ABS-CBN, FPH and Rockwell Land at the Rockwell
Tent on December 16 at 2
p.m. and 6 p.m.
Benpres Orchestra Hall
blessing
The blessing of the temporary
home of the OFY at the Benpres Building on December 19
will be followed by a Christ-

Lea Salonga

mas carol mini-performance
at the lobby.
For more info, contact
Tinky Cruz (OFY) at 09151949760 or Chris Graham
(ABS-CBN P.O.) at 09178247633 or log on to www.
facebook/OFY.SFY or www.
abscbnphilharmonic.com.
(Neil Andoque)
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ONGOINGS
‘Beat’ extended

THE Lopez Memorial Museum and Library’s
current exhibition, Beat, has been extended until
January 19, 2013.
Curated by Eileen Legaspi-Ramirez with
the artistic direction of Claro Ramirez Jr., Beat
explores the wordplay that comes with the summoning of dual meanings. “Beat” can be interpreted as defeat or surrender, as shown in Danilo
Dalena’s Talo, Jerry Elizalde Navarro’s Flying
Machine for Icarus or La Barca de Aqueronte by
Felix Resurreccion Hidalgo. It can also indicate
rhythm and movement as revealed in Juvenal

Sanso’s Carnival, La Fete, Mardi Gras and Joyride or through Pacita Abad’s Recluse.

LOPEZ VALUES in ACTION

Beat also occasions the commissioning of
new work from two contemporary artists: Nikki
Luna, who has consistently shown a propensity
for realizing ironically stoic-toned installations
while invoking intense emotions emanating
from personal and collective trauma; and Ernest
Concepcion who, in these recent years of reestablishing his art practice in the US East Coast,
has taken to staging performative art duels.
The Lopez Memorial Museum is at the ground
floor, Benpres Building, Exchange Road corner
Meralco Avenue, Pasig City. Museum days and
hours are Mondays to Saturdays, except holidays, 8
a.m.-5 p.m.

LAA Top Awardee

BayaniJuan Calauan: Builder
of homes, not just housing
The paper shell collection is one of the sustainable
community enterprises for the families in Calauan

FOR applying the Lopez Values in its work in
a resettlement site in Laguna, BayaniJuan (BnJ)
Calauan was hailed as the Top Awardee in the
2011 cycle of the Lopez Achievement Awards.
The awards were given out at the Rockwell Tent
on October 10, 2012.
ABS-CBN Foundation Inc.’s BayaniJuan
Calauan Team, which was one of 40 teams that
made it to the finalist roster, also picked up one
of the four trophies in the Public Responsibility
category for the entry titled Rebuilding the Philippines… One Community at a Time.
LAA external judge Dr. Miflora Gatchalian, a
fellow and councilor of the International Academy for Quality, said she was “very impressed”
with the research and development that went
into the three-year-old project.
BnJ manages the 107-hectare official resettlement site which was opened in 2009 for the informal settlers that used to live along the Pasig
River and its waterways.
The estimated 200 families that currently occupy the site were allocated a 30-square meter
house each. With some 900 houses built by pri-

THE ‘LOPEZLINK’...
from page 5

Adaptation and Disaster Risk Management with a P150-million start-up
funding, while First Gen Corporation
and EDC launch three books on biodiversity conservation.
At the 2012 midyear performance
review, AMML urges senior executives of the Lopez Group to learn
from the lessons of Wall Street and
operate in “near-crisis mode” in order
to sustain the growth trajectory of the
Group in the next five years.
Lopez Group vice chairman and
ABS-CBN chairman Eugenio Lopez

vate sector partners still vacant to date, relocatees
continue to stream into the site; BnJ itself is allocating some of the homes for local settlers.
Backing up its promise that it “goes beyond
housing. BnJ rebuilds homes,” the LAA Top
Awardee employed the Lopez Values in coming
up with a viable development plan and community projects for Calauan.
Taking off from the concept of bayanihan,
the team works with various partners to “revitalize and strengthen marginalized communities.”
These partners include the AFI programs Bantay
Bata, E-Media (now Programa Genio), Bantay
Kalikasan, Bayan Foundation and Sagip Kapamilya; the National Housing Authority; the local
government unit of Calauan; and various public
and private sector donors.
The team displayed its pioneering entrepreneurial spirit when it sought to spark a change
in the quality of life of the community. As a pilot
site for public-private partnerships for the poor,
Calauan is an “a pool of limitless possibilities,”
a model community that will be replicated in
other relocation sites around the country.
Backed by the AFI management especially in
terms of the required resources, BnJ is a dynamic
program that brings out the best in its members
and, in turn, allows them to deliver the best services to the Calauan residents.
Working as a team proved to be difficult at the
start, but the group eventually hurdled this obstacle to develop strong bonds and solid relationships with one another. “One does not assume

III (EL3) reminds executives
to continue developing people
“with discipline and focus.”
SEPTEMBER
“…I know Gabby [EL3] made
that decision in the exercise of
a media entity’s obligation to
present as many sides as it possibly can, on matters, events or
anything that is of public interest…,” OML says during the
launch of “Juan Ponce Enrile:
A Memoir” published by ABSCBN Publishing.
OCTOBER
ABS-CBN Foundation Inc.BayaniJuan Calauan takes

that he knows everything. What worked best for
BayaniJuan is the recognition that strengths and
weaknesses of one complement that of another,”
they pointed out.
Through its work in the relocation site, BnJ
seeks to promote social justice, wherein the upliftment of the residents’ quality of life is the
main goal. To do this, the team started from the
bottom: “development should be by the people,
with the people, for the people.” To this end, BnJ
solicits the participation and input of the residents in conceptualizing and implementing its
projects.
As with many such undertakings, BnJ was
initially met with skepticism particularly with
regard to the way it made use of its funds. These
were dispelled, the team said, when people start-

MUSEUM/VALUES
NOSTALGIA

Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it. —George Santayana
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KCFI, LGFI to help train SDSs

December 18, 1968

The new ABS-CBN Broadcast Center on
Bohol Avenue, Quezon City is inaugurated.
It is the most advanced broadcasting center
in Asia

December 1998

First Philippine Holdings Corporation
establishes First Gen Corporation, recognizing that power generation has become its
largest business
Also, ABS-CBN begins to broadcast by
satellite in fulfillment of Eugenio “Geny”
Lopez Jr.’s dream of linking the entire
country by broadcast that he had formulated
in the 1960s

January 1971

The relationship between the Lopezes and
Pres. Marcos ruptures. ABS-CBN and
The Manila Chronicle are highly critical of
Marcos’ corruption

January 22, 1997

The Lopez Group wins the bid for the
25-year concession to run and upgrade
water sewerage facilities for the western
half of Metro Manila. In February 2003,
the Group returns the concession to the
government
Source: Mercy Servida, head librarian, Lopez
Memorial Museum Library

ed seeing concrete results. “BnJ regained the trust
of the community and is now highly regarded for
the extent of service it has offered,” they reported.
The Lopez value of employee welfare and wellness comes into play in BnJ’s working environment, which is conducive to personal and professional growth. It encourages continuous learning
and skills development because of
the dynamic nature of the company.
To ensure the project’s sustainability, the implementers have put
up a vendors’ group to run the community market, a bakery and an
outlet in Power Plant Mall that sells
the farmers’ organic produce. BnJ is
also in talks with the Department of
Science and Technology to set up
a facility that will make Calauan a
center for food processing for nearby
farm areas. Other priority projects
include electrification and the provision of water and more livelihood
The BayaniJuan Public market, also known as Palengke ni Juan,
was built to be the center of economic activity in the community
sources.
the top award in the 10th year of the Lopez
Achievement Awards. Ten other winners are
named in the LAA’s most productive year—in
terms of nominations and awardees—so far.
B/E Aerospace, Nestlé Philippines and
Murata Manufacturing Co., Ltd. inaugurate
their respective facilities at the First Philippine
Industrial Park in Sto. Tomas/Tanauan,
Batangas.
About 700 descendants of Basilio Lopez
attend the clan’s seventh grand reunion in
Iloilo City. Patriarch OML highlights how
education “wrought profound changes in
the thoughts and beliefs of the early Lopezes.”
NOVEMBER
Rockwell Land introduces the Proscenium,

CRS ACTIVITIES

a five-tower residential project bearing the signature of Canada-based architect Carlos Ott.
Ott also joins the unveiling held at the Rockwell
Tent on November 27.
Lopez Group companies win 15 awards at
the 11th Philippine Quill Awards. ABS-CBN
also grabs second runner-up honors in the
Quills’ Company of the
Year race. HR practitioners and company presidents and CEOs gather
for the HR Summit,
while ABS-CBN pays
tribute to loyal employees
in the Kapamilya Service
Awards and FPH picks
four new Music Icons.

L-R: DepEd Usec. Rizalino Rivera; Knowledge Channel Foundation Inc. president and executive director
Rina Lopez Bautista; Connie Lopez; Lopez Group chairman emeritus Oscar M. Lopez; DepEd Sec. Armin
Luistro; DLSU president Br. Ricardo Laguda; AusAID Acting Minister Counsellor Elaine Ward; and First
Philippine Holdings Corporation president and COO Elpidio L. Ibañez

THE Department of Education (DepEd) partnered with
Lopez Group Foundation Inc.,
Knowledge Channel Foundation Inc., De La Salle University and the Australian Agency
for International Development
to organize the schools division
superintendents (SDS) training
program.
The program aims to
provide SDSs with the level

of competency necessary for
them to perform their functions well amid changes in the
environment, strategies, policies and organization of the
DepEd.
The program was customized in response to the needs
of SDSs as expressed in a 2011
survey about the challenges,
opportunities and skill sets
required for the leadership of

school divisions. The survey
also found the need to upgrade
SDSs’ competencies so they
can effectively perform their
duties in the face of educational reforms, especially those
brought about by the K-12
program.
The first SDS training program will run for 12 sessions
from October 2012 to December 2013. (Drei Toledo)

Adtel energizes Verde
Island schools Adtel

Renewables and Meralco Energy
served as the technology partners of
One Meralco Foundation (OMF)
and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID)
in energizing six schools in Verde
Island, Batangas. Each school
received a one-kilowatt-peak photovoltaic (PV) system that provides
power to their LCD TV sets, DVD
players, sound system and lights.
The solar plant also complements
the project of Knowledge Channel,
which provided a satellite TV dish
to the schools. Shown unveiling the
PV system are, from right, DepEd Sec. Armin Luistro, OMF president Jeffrey Tarayao, USAID deputy mission
director Reed Aeschliman and Bb. Pilipinas-Universe 2011 Shamsey Supsup. (Japs Batara)

Christmas 2012 gift series

Presents perfect
Clockwise from left: Tote with print
of Indiae orientalis insvlarumque
adiacientium typus, P225; Note
cards inspired by details of España y
Filipinas, P350 per set of 10; Pens
inspired by Pierre Charles Comte’s
lithographs, P350/pair or P200 each

THE world’s longest Christmas season is upon us! Here are
more gift ideas from ABS-CBN
Foundation Inc. (AFI), the Lopez Museum and Knowledge
Channel Foundation Inc.
Wear your values
Be hip while helping children
in need by purchasing Bantay
Bata 163 T-shirts. Designed by
Mindanao-based artist Kublai
Millan, the T-shirts depict
traditional Filipino family values and are available in adult
and kid sizes. For orders or
inquiries, call Freda Dador at
411-0856 or 415-6625 or visit
the AFI-Bantay Bata 163 office
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LGFI
welcomes new independent director
By Dulce Festin-Baybay
LOPEZ Group Foundation
Inc. (LGFI) chairman Oscar M.
Lopez, with the concurrence of
the LGFI board of directors, recently appointed Narzalina Lim
as independent director.
Cedie Lopez Vargas, LGFI
president and executive director,
said: “LGFI welcomes Narz to
the board and looks forward to
benefiting from her vast experience in government, business,
the academe and civic society…”
Lim is president of Asia
Pacific Projects Inc. (APPI), a
tourism and hospitality consulting company which specializes
in tourism strategic planning,

marketing representation, training and feasibility
study preparation.
APPI has prepared
tourism
plans and strategies for Sichuan
and Yunnan provinces in China,
Cambodia, Laos,
Vietnam, Myanmar, Thailand
and for several countries in
South Asia.
She served as Secretary of
Tourism under Pres. Corazon
Aquino and Pres. Fidel V.
Ramos; prior to this, she was

undersecretary
for
Policy, Planning and
Development.
Lim is currently the
president of the Iloilo
Economic Development
Foundation
Inc., a private-public
sector organization
which aims to bring
investments to Iloilo.
She also sits on the board of
directors of the University of
Iloilo PHINMA Education
Network. She holds a master’s
degree in English literature
from the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Bayan Academy to conduct Gestalt workshop
BAYAN Academy will conduct
“A Gestalt Approach to Change
Management,”
a
training
workshop on facilitating organizational change, at the BSA
Suites, Makati on December
13-14, 2012, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
The speakers will be Eva
Röttgers-Ferchland and Dr.
Norma Lange-Tagaza.
The Gestalt approach to
organizational consulting is
the goal-oriented assessment,

design and implementation of
change and learning processes
in organizations. The approach
focuses on raising awareness,
identifying and implementing
effective interventions. It also
focuses on establishing a balance between business goals
and process orientation and
between tasks and relationships
and working with resistance.
This intensive training
workshop is designed to pro-

vide managers, consultants and
human services professionals
with an overview of Gestalt
concepts as applied to organizations and groups.
Registration fee is P10,000
per participant, inclusive of
training kit, meals and a certificate of completion. For
inquiries and reservations,
call 426-3140 or 927-9365 or
email abscbn.base.mk@gmail.
com.

‘Sagip Kapamilya’ calls for help for Pablo victims

VISAYAS and Mindanao are
expected to bear the brunt of
of typhoon Pablo’s (international name Bopha) wrath as
it follows the path of last year’s
Sendong.
But typhoon Pablo is potentially stronger than severe
tropical storm Sendong “in
terms of rainfall and wind
strength,” the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and

Astronomical Services Administration said.
Pablo’s strength has been
pegged at 175 kilometers per
hour (kph) maximum sustained winds with gustiness of
up to 210 kph, double that of
Sendong’s.
Sendong left more than
1,000 people dead in Northern
Mindanao last December 1617, 2011. Damage to agricul-

ture and property was placed
at more than P2 billion.
Help the victims of typhoon Pablo through Sagip
Kapamilya. Drop off in-kind
donations at the Sagip Kapamilya warehouse, 137 Mother
Ignacia Ave., QC. You may
also call the Sagip Kapamilya
hotline at 411-4995, Marcel
Riñon at 0917-8078082 or Erleo Bacabac at 0917-8874411.

BB 163 shirts, P180-P230 (kids) and P280 (adults);
KCh Christmas ball

on Mother Ignacia Street, QC.
(Ana Terrese Junio)
The gift of art
Inspired by objects from the
museum and library collections,
these products from the Lopez
Museum are the perfect gifts to
give this coming Christmas or
even to use and enjoy on your
own. Carry a piece of Philippine history with you with
these pens, pencils, note cards
and tote bags. For more info,

call 635-9545 or email edvillafranca@lopez-museum.org.
ph. (Ethel Villafranca)
KCh’s Christmas décor
project for school kids
Have a ball for the schoolchildren! The Knowledge Channel
Christmas Décor project aims
to raise funds for KChannel
Connection in Every Classroom, with Cupang Elementary School in Muntinlupa as
the beneficiary. Each Christ-

mas décor ball or ribbon has a
corresponding amount: Jumbo
(P5,000), large (P2,000), medium (P1,000), small (P500),
and ribbons (P100 each). Purchase a décor and hang it with
your name, your company’s
name or even that of your
loved ones on the KCh tree
at the Benpres building lobby.
For more info, call 910-2031
or email adje.albiento@knowledgechannel.org.

12

FEATURES

Lopezlink Dec. 2012-Jan. 2013

Catch winners at Group Christmas party!

FPH crowns 2nd season Music Icons
MORE than 400 employees of the First
Philippine Holdings (FPH) Group gathered at the Music Museum on November
16 for the Music Icons grand finals.
Four were declared winners: Marjorie Salanga of InfoPro Business
Solutions as champion, John Aloysius
Alfeche of Therma Prime as first runner-up, Rene Espinosa of First Philec
Solar Corporation as second runner-up
and Chelou Monzales of Rockwell
Land as third runner-up.
Along with their trophies, the
winners received P60,000, P40,000,
P30,000 and P20,000, respectively.
Salanga, Alfeche, Espinosa and
Monzales are also slated to perform at
the Group-wide Christmas party at the
Philippine International Convention
Center on December 14, 2012.
All the remaining eight finalists received trophies and P10,000 each. Judges
for the event were director/composer
Louie Ocampo, University of the Philippines College of Music chair Kitchie
Molina, award-winning actress Isay Alvarez and “Asia’s Queen of Songs,” Pilita
Corrales. (Ayesha Marie Volpane)

LIFELONG WELLNESS

Do you need LASIK?
LASIK eye surgery is a modern, fast and effective treatment for refractive errors, and
offers long-term freedom from
wearing eyeglasses or contact
lenses.
There are three types of
refractive errors: nearsightedness or myopia, farsightedness
or hyperopia, and astigmatism,
where objects at all distances
may appear distorted and possibly blurred. Many people
have a combination of either
myopia or hyperopia with
astigmatism.

In LASIK or laser vision
correction, the ophthalmologist creates a corneal flap and
applies precise laser to the exposed corneal tissue to reshape
it. Once reshaping is done, the
corneal flap is then returned to
its original position—it would
bond back naturally without
the use of stitches.
If you are not qualified for
LASIK surgery, the test will
also indicate what alternative procedure might be more
suitable for you, such as PRK
surgery or implantation of a

Phakic
intraocular
lens.
LASIK is permanent. However, as
people age, the body
undergoes changes, including the condition
or grade of the eyes.
If your eyes regressed after
LASIK, you may opt to have
a touch-up laser procedure to
improve your vision.
Visual recovery varies from
patient to patient but generally
takes one day to two days with
today’s technology. Although

‘Bicolano penguin’

Macky de Lima (center) celebrated the
first year of his blog (www.bicolanopenguin.blogspot.com) by organizing
the “1st Bicolano Penguin Anniversary
Run” on November 2, 2012. Together
with eight running buddies, he tackled the Tiwi-Sangay Road in his
hometown of Bicol. “The first handful
of kilometers reminded me of the first
seven kilometers of the Bataan Death
March 102K ultra—lowland road
giving way to an uphill climb,” De
Lima said. “The difference is, while the
uphill in the BDM stopped at the Km.
7 marker, the run at the Tiwi-Sangay
Road was a ‘lauriat’ delight of uphills
and downhills for close to six hours.”
The head of First Balfour’s Treasury
department ran the equivalent of two
marathons in a single week, having
taken part in the first Run United
Philippine Marathon on October 28.

Clockwise from top left: Chairman Federico R. Lopez delivers his welcome remarks; Grand champion Marjorie Salanga; 1st runner-up John Alfeche; 2nd runner-up Rene Espinosa;
3rd runner-up Chelou Monzales; The 12 grand finalists; Hosts Robi Domingo and Megan Young; Pilita Corrales applauds a finalist as fellow judges Louie Ocampo, Isay Alvarez
(partly hidden) and Kitchie Molina look on

COUNT OUR BLESSINGS...

christmas...

THE SEASON...

Faithful adherence...

but by and large our country
has been blessed with amazing resilience, the ability to
bounce back.
Our country has started to
flourish under the able and
honest leadership of President Aquino. The country’s
fiscal health has never been
better such that we are just
a notch away from being
declared investment grade
by the rating agencies. Investors and economists have
called us a “breakout nation”
and we are now expected to
be among the most promising emerging economies
together with Turkey and
Indonesia.
Even our companies
in the Lopez Group have
been blessed this past year
in a way that we can only
be thankful for. ABS-CBN
has maintained its market
leadership in a difficult economic environment. Our
power group under First
Gen has scored significant
accomplishments—f rom
launching our geothermal exploration activities
in Chile to delivering such
an outstanding financial
performance that enabled
the prepayment of some
debts. Lopez Holdings, the
granddaddy of them all, has
finally been able to close a

most challenging chapter of
its history and is now, for all
intents, debt free.
But in counting our blessings, we need to be conscious
of the less fortunate of our
countrymen, and there are
still many of them needing
our help. A Wall Street Journal
article recently reported that
the hunger rate has plunged
everywhere in Southeast Asia
except in the Philippines and
that’s a concern every Filipino
must bear.
Citing data from the Food
and Agriculture Organization, the Journal reports that
our “hungry horde had expanded 5% to 16 million.
While the percentage of hungry people in the Philippines
has fallen from 24% in 1992
to 17% last year, the country’s
high population growth rate
has meant that even though
a smaller slice of the populace
doesn’t have enough food, the
total number of undernourished has risen.”
As we celebrate the joys of the
holiday season, let us count our
blessings. But better yet, share
them. A very Merry Christmas
to you and your families from
the Lopez family!

continue serving our customers in ways that are
relevant to them. Through
your faithful efforts, we
are able to listen well to
the market, manage our
risks and plan our actions
accordingly.
May the New Year
bring better days, not just
for our country, but for
the rest of the world, still
suffering from joblessness
and despair.
Enjoy the celebration of Christmas in our
homeland, aware that not
all Filipinos are afforded
the same freedom and
privilege of such a joyful holiday season. Let us
pray for all our countrymen working in foreign
lands, so that even as
they are separated by circumstance, they and their
families may continue to
live in hope and love.
In behalf of my wife
Maritess, our children and
grandchildren, I wish you
all a blessed Christmas
and a prosperous New
Year ahead.

and aspirations for a better world, one in which
we can contribute to the
progress of our country
and the happiness of our
fellowmen.
I wish you all the joys
of the season, and an
abundant 2013.
Maligayang Pasko at
Manigong Bagong Taon.

OSCAR M. LOPEZ

AMB. MANUEL M.
LOPEZ

Chairman, Lopez Group

EUGENIO L. LOPEZ
III

Energy Development Corporation
(EDC), meanwhile, remains the
largest-vertically integrated geothermal power producer and continues to
explore geothermal opportunities in
Chile, Peru and Indonesia.
In our Property Sector, First Philippine Industrial Park (FPIP) and
Rockwell Land Corporation continue to be leaders in industrial and
in premium residential/commercial
development and management, respectively. FPIP welcomed more
locators with the entry of Canon,
Brother, Cooper and Hoya. Rockwell debuted in the Philippine Stock
Exchange last May and just recently
launched its latest project, the 3.7hectare Proscenium.
At the same time, our Construction and Energy Services Sector is
focusing on strengthening distinct
capabilities (i.e., drilling, tunnel construction, ready-mix concrete, heavy
equipment rental and fuel logistics)
to strengthen our power and energy core businesses. Our Electrical
Utilities Sector, on the other hand, is
working to establish a more competitive manufacturing base, paying particular focus on distribution utilities
and electric cooperatives as its target
customers.
Another significant initiative that
we embarked on this year is the Oscar M. Lopez Center for Climate
Change Adaptation and Disaster
Risk Management (OML Center),
a foundation that we hope will play
a pivotal role in helping reduce the

from page 5

Chairman emeritus, Lopez
Group

from page 5

from page 5

PRESENTACION L.
PSINAKIS
Chair, Lopez Inc.

WHY EVERY...
from page 5

become stronger and better persons as we journey
together through tests and
triumphs.
For as long as we work
together, every year that
closes will not remind me
about getting older. Instead, every new year that
unfolds will make me feel
like a young man with so
much life ahead of him.
I wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a great
New Year!

Chairman and CEO,
ABS-CBN Corporation

from page 5

risks and manage the impacts of
climate-related hazards in disasterprone areas in the country through
science-based solutions. The idea
came about after seeing how our areas of operation, particularly in EDC,
continue to be affected by the many
climate change-induced calamities that hit our country. In the long
term, we want to see a resilient Filipino society that is able to thrive and
prosper despite climate crises. The
OML Center is yet another example
of how we strive to make our corporate social responsibility programs
integral to our business model.
For me, the milestones achieved
thus far are a clear demonstration of
a more focused and deliberate application of the three themes we’ve
prioritized for the FPH Group as
early as 2010, that of Strategic Clarity, Synergy and Talent-centricity. It
was also in 2010 that our chairman
emeritus directed the launch of the
Lopez Credo and Values. I believe
that it is the faithful adherence to
our Lopez Values and the conscious
application of our priority themes
that will guide growth in the coming years as we pursue our vision at
FPH.
So as we continue with our journey together, let me wish you and
your families a blessed Christmas
and a prosperous New Year!

FEDERICO R. LOPEZ

Chairman and CEO, First Philippine Holdings Corporation
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FINANCIAL WELLNESS

Investment lessons on Ponzi schemes
EVERY few years, we hear
news about pyramid schemes
that bilk investors of huge
sums of money. In recent
weeks, Aman Futures and the
Rasuman group hogged the
headlines in a repeat of the
Multitel and MMG scams of
the early 2000s.
One such scheme portrayed itself as an investment
company that traded investors’
money in commodity futures
such as mining and petroleum.
It targeted mostly low-income
earners with minimal knowledge about investments. As the
scheme collapsed, the many
of the perpetrators allegedly
fled abroad, leaving investors
empty-handed.
Despite media attention,
Ponzi schemes are still successful simply because investors are lured by the promise
of spectacular returns. This
is unfortunate but this can be
prevented if we keep in mind

the following investment lessons:
Watch out for investment
schemes “guaranteeing” high
returns. Investments involve
a certain amount of risk. A
basic investment principle
is, the higher the return, the
higher the risk. One example
is putting up a small business.
Although future revenues can
be estimated and expenses
budgeted, returns cannot be
guaranteed. No one can predict
the outcome of the market, not
even economic experts who assess economic performance on
a full-time basis.
Understand the investment. One of the surest ways
to protect our money is by not
putting them into things we
do not understand. Do not
be afraid to probe and ask
questions. A good investment
manager should be able to
clearly address your queries.
An investment manager who

cannot explain his recommended investment is a big red
flag!
Trust an investment
manager that has built its
reputation over the longterm. Before looking at
potential returns, we should
first look at the institution to
which we are going to entrust
our money. Looking at investment returns alone is like targeting a destination without
looking at the reliability of
the vehicle that will bring us
there. A prudent investment
manager always looks at the
profile of the investor before
making any recommendations
and is always transparent on
the underlying risks of the
investment.
As investors, we can
prevent being victimized by
Ponzi schemes by doing our
homework. (By Carlo Lorenzo
Cuevas. Excerpted from www.
bpiassetmanagement.com)
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EDC paces
bowling tourney
LASIK is a popular and quick
procedure, it is still a surgery,
and the risks are similar to
those of other eye surgeries.
You can minimize the
risk by choosing your LASIK
provider carefully. Check the
thoroughness of the screening
process, the doctor’s training
and expertise, the eye center’s
track record, cleanliness and
sterility of the laser environment, and the type of technology used in the surgery.
Visit Asian Eye today for a
LASIK screening. It is located
at Phinma Plaza, Rockwell
Center, with satellites in Trinoma and SM Mall of Asia.
To book a schedule or for inquiries, call 898-2020 or email
eyehelp@asianeyeinstit ute.
com. (Reighmond Vencer)

ENERGY Development Corporation is currently the frontrunner in the 5th Lopez Group
Tenpin Bowling Tournament,
posting a total of 14,031 pinfalls by the end of day 5 of the
games.
In second place is First
Philippine Holdings Corporation with 13,655 pinfalls
while ABS-CBN posted
14,134 pinfalls
to grab the
third spot.
The Lopez Inc., Lopez
Holdings Corporation, Lopez
Group Foundation Inc. and
Eugenio Lopez Foundation
Inc.; First Gen Corporation/
First Philippine Industrial
Corporation; SkyCable; and
Rockwell teams are currently
occupying the fourth to seventh spots, respectively.
Meanwhile,
tournament
organizer Lopez Lifelong
Wellness (LLW) announced

that in response to requests
to reschedule the games owing to the conflicts in schedules brought about by official
company events/activities, the
schedules of Games 6 and 7 for
all participating teams will be
reversed.
Game 6, originally scheduled on December 5,
will be played on
December
12. Game
7,
originally scheduled
on December 12,
was played on December 5.
The 5th Lopez Group
Tenpin Bowling Tournament
is organized by the LLW and
the Lopez Group HR Council. Seven groups are vying for
three team awards while High
Game for the Day, High Average, High Series and High
Single awards will be handed
out to individual players in the
men’s and women’s divisions.

How giving up sugar can
take 20 years off your looks
FOR the first time, a
direct link has been
established between
the amount of sugar
circulating in the
blood and how
old a person
looks. Scientists from the
Leiden
University Medical
Centre in the
Netherlands,
and Unilever in
the UK, measured
the blood sugar levels of 600 men and
women aged between
50 and 70.
They showed photographs
of these people to a board of
60 independent assessors and
found that those with higher
blood sugar looked older than
those with lower blood sugar.
In fact, for every 1mm/liter
increase in blood sugar, the
perceived age of that person
rose by five months.
“Essentially what happens
is that sugar attaches itself to
any protein in the body and
produces harmful molecules
called ‘advanced glycation end

products,” says Dr.
Ross Perry, a cosmetic doctor at the
Cosmedics clinic
in London. These
reduce the effectiveness of
elastin
and
collagen, proteins in the skin
that help maintain its youthful
appearance.
“Normally
collagen
bulks
out the skin and gives
it a younger plump
look,” says Dr. Perry.
“Elastin gives the skin recoil so that when you smile
or frown your skin goes back to
how it was. If you persistently
eat a high-sugar diet, then as a
result, the collagen and elastin
will become more rigid, so it
will become easier for wrinkles
to form and the skin will lose
that youthful plumpness….”
So, how easy is it to cut
sugar from your diet?
“Sugar should be avoided
altogether and refined carbohydrates, things like cakes,
biscuits and white bread,

Follow us @lopezlinkph on Twitter and Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/lopezlinkonline

should be kept to a minimum,”
says Dr. Aamer Khan, a cosmetic dermatologist who is also
medical director of the Harley
Street Skin Clinic. Instead,
stick to lower GI options such
as brown rice, pasta and bread.
The aim should be to ensure
that sugar makes up less than
10% of your total diet. (By Lucy
Elkins. Excerpted from www.
dailymail.co.uk /home/index.
html)

SPORTS & WELLNESS
CALENDAR
DECEMBER
10-12: Silent retreat
(Tagaytay Conference
Center). Fee: P1,700/day.
Contact Josie, 809-7815
JANUARY
6: Color Manila Run
2013, 1.5K/3K/5K (BGC),
5am. Fee: P750. Contact
http://proactive.ph
12: 6th Empowerment
through Mobility Run,
3K/5K/10K (Quirino
Grandstand). Fee: P600.
Contact Mark, 09228552745 or Kenneth,
0906-5476021
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Lopez Group’s security providers
hold appreciation night
THE Lopez Group of
companies’ Security Providers Coalition recently
hosted an appreciation
night to thank all their valued clients for their continued patronage. The group
also celebrated its 15th
anniversary. Both events
were held at the Rockwell
Tent, Rockwell Center on
November 28, 2012. ( JeiJei Gertes)

3

EL Center’s
December treats!
1
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WITH malls and stand-alone
restaurants filled to the brim
with revelers, the Eugenio Lopez (EL) Center stands out as
an oasis where you and your
family and friends can celebrate
the holidays in comfort.
With EL Center’s Christmas Party Promo, party to
your heart’s delight for P886
per person, with a guaranteed
minimum of 30 persons. Pay
only P650 for each person in
excess of the minimum to ensure a hassle-free get-together
for your group.
Also ongoing until December 31, 2012 is the center’s
10+1 Ber Promo, where guests
get one room free when they
avail of 10 rooms from Sunday
to Wednesday!

Lopez Group employees
in need of some post-holiday
de-stressing may avail of a
special promo as EL Center’s
December treat. Room rates
from Sunday to Thursday
start at P3,516 and at P4,416
from Friday to Sunday. Package includes overnight accommodation, complimentary
breakfast for two, use of gym
facilities, swimming pool and
basketball and tennis courts,
and hiking activities for kids
and adults.
Watch for more exciting
activities and packages tailormade just for you! For more
info, call 636-2886, 636-0581
or 449-7241 to 44 or email
marketing@elcenter.com.ph.
Reserve now!

Yes to ‘yema’!

10

12

The big list of
bazaars 2012

14

1. Raffy Abello, CEO and Security Group head, Third Generation Holdings
2. Cedie Lopez Vargas delivers the speech on behalf of Presentacion Lopez Psinakis, chair of Lopez Inc.
3. Cary Lopez delivers the speech on behalf of chairman emeritus Oscar M. Lopez
4. Col. Rene Silva, AVP and Security Operations head, Third Generation Holdings
5. Jei-Jei Gertes, CFO of Third Generation Holdings
6. Angela Lopez Guingona of Lopez Group Foundation Inc.
7. Pia Lopez Abello with daughters Sam and Maia
8. Ricky Tantoco, EDC president
9. Col. Pedro Tabangay (Powerlink), Jei-Jei Gertes (Third Generation), Crispin Dantes (Goldlink), Col.
Catalino Estabillo (Silver Link) and Col. Romeo Cabatic (Southbend)
10. Third Generation Holdings and Security Group officers and staff
11. Raffy Abello with his lovely daughters Gab, Erica and Maiki
12. Col. Rene Luspo (ABS-CBN) and Admiral Ferdinand Golez (EDC)
13. “X-Factor Philippines” champs entertain the crowd with a medley of James Bond theme songs
14. El Gamma Penumbra shadow, video and picture presentation of the various provinces in the Philippines
where the Security Group operates

YEMA is always a hit no matter
what the season. After all, who
can resist this chewy, custardy
candy that got its name from
the Spanish word for egg yolk?
It’s pretty easy to make, too—all
you need is some elbow grease.
This recipe from ABS-CBN
Publishing’s FOOD magazine
yields 16-20 yema balls.
Yema
1 cup egg yolks
1 can condensed milk
1 tbsp dayap (lime) juice
1 tbsp butter
Cooking oil
For syrup (Optional)
1 and 1/4 cups sugar, divided
1/2 cup water
1. Combine egg yolks, condensed milk and dayap juice in
a double boiler. Stir continuously while cooking over low
heat, being careful to not burn
the bottom.
2. The mixture is cooked when
consistency is thick and lumpy.
Add butter and mix well. Let
cool.
3. Brush a cookie sheet with
a little oil. To prevent candy
mixture from sticking, oil
your hands as well. Scoop teaspoonfuls onto hands, then
roll into 1 and ½-inch balls.
Set aside onto oiled cookie

sheet. Insert a toothpick into
each ball.
4. For a simpler version without syrup, roll the yema balls in
sugar and serve unwrapped on
trays or boxes, with or without
toothpicks in them.
5. To prepare the syrup, burn 1-2
tbsp. of sugar in a small pan, over
low heat. Remove from heat and
stir 1 cup sugar into the burnt
sugar; return pan to low heat.
Add water and bring mixture to
a low boil without stirring.
6. Syrup is ready after about 10
minutes of low boiling. To test,
with a teaspoon, scoop a small
amount of syrup and dip it in
a saucer of water. If the syrup
forms into a hard ball, then it’s
ready to use to coat the yema
balls with. Remove from heat.
7. Quickly dip the balls into
the syrup as it solidifies within a
few minutes. Put the yema balls
back onto the greased cookie
sheet and allow the syrup to
cool and harden. Serve on a
candy tray or individually wrap
in cellophane and store in a jar.

ORTIGAS/TAGUIG
Shop @ The Fort Bazaar @
NBC Tent, BGC
Dec. 8-9, 15-23, 29-30
Holiday Rush Bazaar 4
@ Rockwell Business Center
Dec. 14-16
The Shopping District @
Mercato Centrale Bazaar
@ 8th Ave. cor. 34th St.,
BGC
Dec. 14-16, 21-23
QC
The Vintage Market 2
@ Greenmeadows Clubhouse
Dec. 8-9
CubaoX Christmas Bazaar
@ Cubao Expo, Araneta
Center
Dec. 8, 14-15, 21-22
MANILA/PASAY
Christkindlmarket
@ SM MOA Ice Skating
Rink
Dec. 3-9
12th World Bazaar
Festival
@ World Trade Center
Dec. 7-23
The Holiday Rush Bazaar 4
@SMX Convention Center
Dec. 14-23
Holiday Bazaar
@ Manila Ocean Park,
Luneta
Until Jan. 18, 2013
MAKATI
Moonlit Bazaar
@ Rockwell Tent, Rockwell
Center
Dec. 7-9
T-shirt Factory Outlet
Bazaar
@ Cityland Herrera Tower,
Rufino cor. Valero Sts.
Dec. 5-7, 12-14
Emporia Christmas Bazaar
@ Glorietta 3 Park
Dec. 8-9
9 Days of Christmas
@ Filipinas Heritage Library
Dec. 12-14, 19-21
Christmas Santa’s Payday
Bazaar
@ The Enterprise Center
Food Court, Ayala Ave.
Dec. 12-14, 19-21
MUNTINLUPA/LAGUNA
Solenad Bazaar @ Nuvali
@ Solenad Parking Lot, Sta.
Rosa
Dec. 7-9, 25-29
Woodrose Family Bazaar
@ Cuenca Community
Center, AAV
Dec. 8-9

Sudoku

Maglaro tayo ng Sudoku, ang bagong libangan ng bayan!
Ayusin lamang ang mga numero simula 1 hanggang 9
para ang bawat numero ay minsan lang magagamit sa
bawat row, column at kahon.






Very Easy
Easy
Medium
Hard

Answer to November puzzle
Solution, tips and computer program available
at www.sudoku.com

GRIFFIN SIERRA
RECOMMENDS By Carla Ricafort Atienza

Toronto:
A slice of modern

Canada

ALWAYS on the list of the world’s most livable cities, Toronto offers a slice of modern
Canada. It is the business and financial hub
of Canada and has a diverse cultural mix,
with Filipinos making up about 4% of the
population.
There are two Chinatowns, a Little Italy,
Greektown, Koreatown, Little India, Little Portugal and Little Jamaica, so there is plenty to do, see
and taste!
The CN Tower is a city icon, and the tallest freestanding structure in the world. Riding the glass
elevators up to the observation deck is a must, but be
sure to pick a clear day to get the best views, and be
prepared for a long queue. Other tourist sites in Toronto are the Royal Ontario Museum, the Hockey
Hall of Fame and the Toronto Zoo.
Cabbagetown east of downtown and near the
University of Toronto is where you will find preserved
Victorian- and Queen Anne-style housing. In the
19th century, Irish immigrants settled here and used
to plant cabbages in their front yards, thus the name.
If you happen to visit in early September, then you
will be just in time for the Cabbagetown Festival.
The Distillery District is another historical site
that has been restored into a pedestrian-only center
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JUST like that, we are bidding 2012 goodbye and saying hello, Year of the Water
Snake. But for now, all our energies are
focused on getting through yet another
Christmas season and everything that it
signifies: interminable traffic, scheduling
dilemmas and excess pounds that insist on
making their home on our hips.
Seriously, though, Christmas, for
Filipinos, is the time to remember and
express our appreciation and gratitude,
not only to the people who have helped
or been kind to us in the past year, but
especially to The One who gave us the
greatest gift of all. Our Lopez Group
leaders remind us of the deeper meaning of this season in their traditional Christmas message on page 5.
About half a year ago, First Philippine Holdings Corporation
(FPH) chairman Federico R. Lopez, with ABS-CBN chairman
Eugenio L. Lopez III, enlisted the help of Gerard Salonga in putting together the group that we now know as the ABS-CBN Philharmonic Orchestra ( ABS-CBN P.O.). Salonga eventually became
the music director of the country’s newest corporate orchestra, many
of whose members came from the now defunct FILharmoniKA.
This endeavor of FPH and ABS-CBN means the types of music
that the ABS-CBN P.O. and the Orchestra of the Filipino Youth
(OFY) play are now more accessible to the 12,000 employees of
the Lopez Group companies, and also to the countless people who
religiously watch ABS-CBN teleseryes and movies, pop music fans
and even very young children.
Some things that make us happy for our stalwart Filipino musicians: they are the highest paid orchestra in the country today; they
benefit from the music director’s regular conducting stints abroad;
and many of them are veterans of older Philippine orchestras who,
because of ABS-CBN and FPH, can continue doing what they love
to do. If you happen to come across the orchestra at the mall one of
these days, do take a moment to listen and maybe offer a big salute,
even if only mentally, to Filipino talent.
The youth counterpart, OFY, on the other hand, is no less impressive. The young members, whose ages range from nine to 21, are
guided by concert pianist Jovianney Emmanuel Cruz as artistic director. Under Cruz, the 40-member ensemble is not only trained “to be

On a clear day, go up the
iconic CN Tower in Toronto

for arts, culture and entertainment. The 47 Victorian industrial buildings in this district retain their
old-world look, enhanced with modern-day green
technology and materials, resulting in a perfect fusion of old and new. You can easily spend a day here
and stay well into the night—shopping, dining and
catching live performances.
If your travel schedule allows, take a weekend
trip to Niagara Falls or Niagara-on-the-Lake,
about a two-hour drive from Toronto. Niagara-onthe-Lake is Ontario’s wine country where you can
go through a scenic drive or engage in the cooking
classes available in the area. Niagara Falls is a family travel destination centered on the magnificent
falls. The area has been developed to accommodate
the 14 million visitors that annually go there, and
there are many kid-friendly places to take the little
ones.
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Dear Rosie

world-class musicians but to be socially and environmentally aware, hygienic, professional, void of entitlement, grateful and God-loving human
beings.” At the very least, if an orchestra member later on decides not to
pursue the musical path, his stint in the OFY would have instilled in him
“the discipline of music and possibly propagate social change,” Cruz said.
The past few weeks have been very busy for organizations within the
Lopez Group. The HR Council is fresh from its successful 11th HR
Summit, which was attended by some 200 HR practitioners, company
presidents and CEOs. The Comptrollers’ Circle also gathered almost
the same number of attendees for its annual conference that updated
the members on the latest developments in corporate governance and
other related topics.
Lastly, if you’re one of those bull-headed folks that want to wait
until the last minute to join the Christmas rush, you’re in luck: the Lopez Museum just this month released art-inspired items like pens and
note cards. Bantay Bata 163, too, has a nice line of shirts designed by
artist Kublai Millan. Of course, the other products from Lopez Group
companies and foundations we featured in earlier issues are still available for purchase.
ooOoo
I’m attending my first ABS-CBN orchestra concert later this December! Excited to see these guys in action!—Rox
Check out our list of the orchestra’s December performances on
page 9 and make sure to catch them at an event or two, or even three!
ooOoo
Thanks for another year of LopezLink. My family and I religiously read
every issue that we are able to get. Keep up the great work!—Ellen
ooOoo
We are looking forward to see two great actors, John Lloyd and Coco,
together in a movie or TV project. Please, ABS-CBN!—Braeburn
If you have questions, comments, opinions, suggestions and reactions about anything and everything about the Lopez Group,
please send them to Dear Rosie through email DearRosie@
benpres-holdings.com or lopezlink@gmail.com or be a friend or
fan on Facebook.

SanTomas Suites: Your halfway stop to the South
SANTOMAS Suites has the essentials you
need for a quick recharge. High-speed internet connection? Check. Strong air-conditioning? Check. Restaurants that cater to every
taste? Check. Near Manila but far enough to
accommodate a picturesque drive? Check!
SanTomas Suites within First Philippine Industrial Park (FPIP) in Sto. Tomas,
Batangas guarantees the ideal hiatus. Laze
the hours away in the standard suite’s
king-sized bed, 40-inch LCD TV with
cable, a kitchenette and a bathroom with
all the amenities. Comfort and security are
assured with the hotel’s energy-efficient
air-conditioning and electronic proximity
card entry system.
Those booked in premium suites may
enjoy, additionally, coffee-/tea-making facilities, a mini bar refrigerator, microwave
oven, radio clock with iPod dock, bathtub,
toilet and shower with hot and cold water,
and use of a safety deposit box.
There’s no need to wander too far from
the comfort of your suite as dining establishments such as Minori Tei Japanese restaurant, Jollibee, McDonald’s and Rose &
Grace are all not more than two kilometers
away from the hotel.
For guests looking to sweat it out, The
Oasis, a multipurpose gym with volleyball,
badminton, darts and basketball courts, will
test your mettle. Road warriors and walking enthusiasts may bike or walk around the

estate. Should you want to venture farther
afield, the Ayala Greenfield Golf & Country Club is only 5.5 km. away; the Mt. Malarayat and Summit Point golf courses are
also very accessible. Enchanted Kingdom,
meanwhile, is about 20 km. away.

These perks are within your reach
with FPIP’s ongoing promo. For only
P4,500, enjoy an overnight stay for two
at SanTomas Suites. This comes bundled
with breakfast for two, one-hour in-room
massage, shuttle services within FPIP and
use of the gym. Promo price is good until
March 31, 2013.
From Manila, take the South Luzon
Expressway and exit at Sto. Tomas, Batangas. Turn right at FPIP about five kilometers ahead. SanTomas Suites is along R.S.
Diaz Avenue corner First Street. For more
info, call (43) 405-6797 to 6800, email
reservations@santomassuites.ph or log on
to www.santomassuites.ph.
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What’s new

By Cherry Pineda

from ABS-CBN Publishing this December-January
‘Metro’ fuses fashion,
music in NY

Sam Milby and Bea Soriano take to the
streets of New York decked out in the Autumn and Holiday collections of Marc Jacobs, Michael Kors, Tommy Hilfiger, Kate
Spade, Tory Burch and Donna Karan. Make
way for the return of the peplum and get
lost in the sultry silhouettes, tailored structures and military undertones in Salvatore
Ferragamo’s Autumn/Winter 2012 collection. Local retail’s finest also showcase their
take on bold prints. Plus, Christmas coffrets,
an interview with Zac Efron, the ultimate
guide to planning holiday parties, and stylish gifts.

A fashionista Christmas with ‘Maven’

Be excited by the 31 days of outfit inspirations story in Maven’s December 2012January 2013 issue, with Andi Eigenmann
on the cover. We feature bold bags and
embellished pieces, party looks for the
holidays, plus a fashion editorial featuring
Matteo Guidicelli and Jessy Mendiola.
Fun holiday how-tos make this Maven
extra special. And if that lineup isn’t impressive enough, there are eight hot guys
thrown in for good measure!

‘StarStudio’ spotlights
star maker

StarStudio features the process of creating stars
as seen through the eyes of talent manager
Arnold Vegafria, plus an exclusive on Katrina Halili and Kris Lawrence and their baby
Katrence. Take a last look at ABS-CBN’s hit
teleserye via the thanksgiving concert “Walang
Hanggang Pasasalamat.” We also have the
lowdown on this year’s Cinema One Originals entries and an all-access pass to several
star-studded events!

‘Working Mom’ for
hassle-free holidays

Working Mom makes your holiday planning
easy and hassle-free with a wide collection
of gift suggestions to suit every budget. Toys,
food, beauty and style essentials and knickknacks—we’ve got it all covered! For those
intending to buy home appliances, we dish out
some handy hints to guide you in your shopping. We also have great and affordable recommendations for your family vacation. Thinking
of having a fashion and beauty makeover? Be
inspired as our team of experts gives five lucky
readers a fabulous makeover!
Get the newest issues of your favorite magazines at leading bookstores and magazine stands
nationwide.

ROCKWELL POWER PLANT FINDS By Katherine Sarena Lim

HO, ho, ho! Christmas is near. Ready yourselves because
Power Plant Mall has a lot of yuletide activities in store
for you this year!

at the North Court. Performances start at 4:30 p.m. on
weekends until December 25.

Walking Santa

With a minimum single-receipt purchase of P2,000 from
any retail establishment at Manansala, Joya, One Rockwell
and Power Plant Mall (excluding carts, kiosks and temporary exhibits) and a P3,000 minimum single-receipt purchase
from Rustan’s Supermarket, you will get a chance
to win a brand-new Mercedes-Benz SLK 200!
Too good to be true? Drop by the North Court
and see the dazzling car waiting for you.

Kids, Santa Claus will drop by Power Plant Mall to
give treats to those who have been good this year! Meet
Santa from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on weekends until December 25 to see what he has in store for you. Be ready for
surprises!

Musical Christmas

Come and see live performances from different carolers
and let them fill the air with holiday cheer. Catch them
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Christmas raffle

Baker’s Dozen

Make someone’s Christmas extra sweet this year!
Baker’s Dozen provides a variety of choices from
cupcakes, pastries and other goodies fit to be given
away as gifts. Try home-based recipes like Cake
Avenue’s Food for the Gods beautifully packed
in a ceramic container, Kitchen Ala Ching’s liquor cakes and Kitchen’s Best different-flavored
sans rival. Visit Baker’s
Dozen on all weekends
of December at the P1
Level.

‘The Hobbit’

Still based on J.R.R.
Tolkien’s work, “The
Hobbit” is a prequel
to “Lord of the Rings.”
The film centers on
the expedition of

Bilbo Baggins to rescue the Dwarf Kingdom
of Erebor from the feared dragon, Smaug.
Through this journey, the story of how he
meets Gollum and gains ownership of the
famous ring will unfold. Watch “The Hobbit” at the Power Plant Mall Cinemas
starting December 13! For inquiries,
call 898-1440 to 41.

